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It is intented to do away with the inequalities of capitalism. As wealth has
a tendency to accumulate and Zakah aims as its partial redistribution in such a
manner that the community as a whole, may derive advantage from it.

A part of the massed wealth or capital of every individual is taken away
annually and distributed, as already noted. Thus Zakah would be payable on
all cash hoardings or hoardings in gold or silver as well as on any form of
_capital, whether in shape of cash or kind. Stock in trade shouid be treated in a
similar manner, that is to say Zakah should be paid on the yearly profit only,
not the stock itself.

Although there is a slight variation in the * Nissab °, or the rates, given in
the relevent sources, would show that Zakah levied at a uniform rate, in the
case of all things on which Zakah is payable. The difference in Nissab with
different kinds of property shows that uniform rate has been kept in view. As
‘already mentioned, Zakah will be levied on property of a certain value, which
remained in the possession of a person for a whole year. The required value in
‘the case of gold is 20 * mithqals*or 7 tolas (nearly 3 oz. ) and in the case of
silver is 200 ¢ dirham © dirhams or 52 tolas (nearly 21 oz ). The ‘ Nissab’ of
cash is the same as that silver or gold, according as the cash is held in silver or
gold. In the case of merchandise of all kinds the value was calculated on the
basis of the silver standard. Regarding the ornaments made of gold or silver
the ¢ Nisab * is that of gold or silver.

In the case of animals the Nisab is for camels five, for bulls or cows thirty,
and for goats forty. In the case of cereals, the Nisab is five ¢ wasaq® which
comes to 26 maunds and 10 seers, according to two different calculations; that
is to say nearly a ton in the first case and about two third of a ton in the second.

In the case of animals, also detailed rules are laid down and animals of a
particular age were taken as Zakah when the herd reached a specified number.

In the case of all things on which Zakah is payable, whether cereals,
live—stocks or other articles of merchandise, all detailed rules are laid down in
the Islamic Jurisprudence. It must be collected and distributed accordingly by
the state or on a national basis, and it, thus, should not be left to the personal
choice of the person to calculate and spend his Zakah as he likes, unlike the
voluntary charity. The duty of the collection and distribution of Zakah
devolves on the Muslim community as a whole, and the institution of Zakah
must take the shape of a national Muslim institution in every country where
thete is a Muslim population.

- %0 .



This shows that Zakah was meant to be collected at some central place, and
then distributed, and the maintenance of people who did this work was a
change after this head. The Holy Quran therefore, does not allow the giving
away or spending of Zakah according to the individual’s choice. The collection
of Zakah, in spite of the remuneration paid for it is regarded as an act of merit,
and according to one ¢ Hadith ® the collector of Zakah is equal in merit to one
who takes part in jihad or in war to defend religion.

The establishment charge being a corollary of the nationalization of the
institution of Zakah, the only item of expenditure besides the help of those in
need, for one reason or another, is, what is called * fi sabili - llah *,or in the way
of Allah, which is accepted generally as meaning warriors defending the faith.
While such warriors are undoubtedly the most important national need of a
community, it is equally true that they are an exception and not the rule, and
hence the significance of the words * fi sabili-llah *> cannot be limited to them.
But there is another paramount need of the Muslim community which is called
‘ jihad kabir *or the greet jihad, in the Holy Quran :

:;,La,m)««i,,;iaq,,gﬂmu,.,w;w\cmm\Jﬁ;uzg;_\sgww,l,»»

{ oY « o\

“ And if We had pleased, We would have raised a warner in gvery town.
So do not follow the unbelievers, and strive against them a mighty striving
(jihadan kabira ) with it * (25 : 51-52).

The personal pronoun it * as the context clearly shows, refers to the Holy
Quran, therefore striving with the Holy Quran, or taking the messagée of the
Holy Quran to distant corners of the world, is the greatest need of this age.
Hence it will be seen that institution of Zakah, while chiefly aiming at the
amelioration of the condition of the poor, and the redressing the wrongs
inflicted by capitalism, has also in view the defence and advancement of the
Muslim community as a whole **.

A persual of the following points would give a general idea regarding the
property on which Zakah is payable and the rate at which Zakah must be paid.
Zakah is an annual charge on property which remained in the possession of a
person for a whole year when its value reached a certain limit, called the
“ Nissab*. The Nissab (rate ) differed with different kinds of property, With
the exception of cattle wealth, Zakah is levied at almost a uniform rate, on the
accumulated wealth.

- XY



The significance of the word ¢ Sadaqah * (alms ) in this verse is made clear
by the concluding words of it , where it is called a ‘ Fariza® (an obligatory
duty ) which word is applicable to the institution of ¢ * Zakah * only.

A detailed explanation as regards these heads of expenditure spoken of
here, and their classes, may be quoted from the Comprehensive Discussion of
Principles and Practices of Islam by — The Religion Of Islam Book :

“ It will be seen that six kinds of people fall under the first head. The first
are fuqara, pl. of faqir, derived from fagr which means the breaking of the
vertibrae of the back, and fagir therefore means literally a man who has the
vertebrae of his back broken or one afflicted by a calamity. Apparantly it refers
to disabled people who. on account of some defect, are unable to earn their
living. The second are masakin, pl. of miskin, which is derived from sakana
meaning it became still or motionless. Miskin therefore signifies one caused by
poverty to have little power of motion. There exists a good deal of difference
as to the real distinction between the two words ‘ fagir’ and ‘ miskin *; but
keeping the literal significance in view, the real distinction appears to be that
faqir is one who is disabled from earning on account of some physical
disability, while miskin is one who, though fit to earn sufficiant, is unable to do
so on account of poverty or lack of resources. The miskin is the needy man
who if given a little help can earn livlihood for himself. The unemployed -
would fall in this category.

These are the two chief classes for whose benefit the institution of Zakah
is maintained, and hence they are separated from others by a mention of the
establishement. The other groups falling in this class are also of persons who
stand in need of help for some sufficiant reason. There are * al-muallafati
qulubu-hum *, those whose hearts are made to incline to truth, that is, people
who are in search of truth but unable to find means to have access to it on
account of poverty.

In this category would also fall new converts to Islam who are deprived of
the means of their subsistence because of their conversion. Then there are the
captives, or those who have been deprived of their liberty, and are unable to
regain it by their own exertion. The freeing of slaves falls in this category.
Then there are the debtors who are unable to pay their own debts, and, lastly,
there are the travellers who are stranded in a foreign country or in a distant
place, and are unable to reach their homes.

There are two other heads of expenditure of Zakah, the first of which is
the maintenance of an establishment and office for the collection of Zakah.
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*“ And hath made me blessed where—soever I may be, and hath enjoined
upon me prayer and almsgiving so long as I remain alive ** 19 : 31.

According to the Quran Salat (Prayer) and the service of humanity
through charity have always been among the principal aims and objects of
religion. The institution of Zakah, however, has been brought to perfection,
along with the perfection of religion, in Islam.

The institution of Zakah not only solving the problem of distribution of
wealth, but at the same time, developing the higher sentiments and buiding up
character on which alone can be laid the foundations of a stable society and a
stable human civilization. Islam accomplishes both objects, by its institutions
of Zakah or poor-rate.

Zakah acts not only as a leveling influence but also as a means of
developing the higher sentiments of love and sympathy towards his
fellowman.

Every possessor of wealth in the Islamic society is required to contribute
annually a fixed portion of his wealth to a common fund which is manged by
the state or by the Muslim community, where there is no Muslim state. This
fund is utilized by the state or community for the amelioration of the condition
of the poor and the needy individuals of the society.

By this means wealth is made to circulate in the body-politic of Islam, Just
as blood circulates in a living organism. The institution of Zakah thus becomes
a means for the upliftment of the nation as a whole.

The Holy Quran describes the main eight heads of the expenditure of
Zakah, in the following verse

s oy QU By sl gy pde cnbelally pSULy sl Eal) claal) Wl m
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It means : *“ The alms are only for the poor and the needy, and those who
collect them and those whose heart are to be reconcealed, and to free the
captives and the debters, and for the cause of Allah, and ( for ) the wayfarers; an
obligatory duty imposed by Allah. Allah is Knower, Wise ** 9 : 60.
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Prayer is the means of the realization of the Divine in man. While the
spending out of whatever has been given to him stands for charity in a broad
sense. Prayer, therefore, is the first step because it leads to the second, that is
charity. In this sense prayer prepares man for the service of humanity. The
two commandments, to keep up prayer and to give Zakah, often go together,
and this combination of the two, shows the importance of ¢ Zakah * in Islam :

C(Xer oA e L o3 A g 319 51300 131e 33l | gandiy eoe

It means:  ...... and establish worship and pay the poor—due, and (so )
lend unto Allah a goodly loan ** 73 : 20.

SIN) i W 831 3l 3 pBly AV psdly D el o ) warlas Seny Wl
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‘““ He only shall tend Allah’s sancturies who beliveth in Allah and the Last
Day and observeth proper worship and payeth the poor—due and fearth none
save Allah. For such (only) is it possible that they can be of the rightly
giuded ** 9-18. ;

¢ Zakah’ is also spoken of as the basic principle of every religion and the
basic ordinance of all prophets. The Quran speaks of Abraham and his
posterity :

1969 381 eliyls $all pBls wlpad) Jad ] Uoomsls Uoel Dgugy Kl paldamy m
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It means : “ And We made them chiefs who guide by Our command, and
We inspired in them the doing of good deeds and the right establishment of
worship and the giving the poor-due. , and they were worshippers of Us
(alone )™ 21:73.
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the poor members of the community, while, no doubt, a source of blessing to
the individual, also increases the wealth of the community as a whole, and at
the same time it purifies the giver’s heart of the inordinate love of wealth
which brings numerous sins in its train.

The very words used in the Holy Quran to denote charitable deeds are an
indication of the conception of charity in Islam. The most frequently recurring
words for charity are * Zakah * which means purification or growth, ‘ Sadagah °
which is derived from the root ‘ Sidq’ meaning truth, and ‘ Infag’® which
means spending benevolently.

Charity is of two kinds, voluntary and obligatory. Obligatory charity is
generally mentioned under the name of Zakah. Voluntary is generally
mentioned in the Holy Quran as ‘ Sadagah * or ‘ Infaq’ or ‘ IThsan’. The Holy
Quran is full of injunctions, on this subject. And hardly a page is turned which
does not bring to the mind the grand object of the service of humanity as an
important goal of man’s life.

Charity in its widest sense, is mentioned in the very beginning of the Holy
Quran, as one of the principal pillars on which the structure of Islam stands :

Iy Optedy cadlls - gial WAUE), Les SMAl Dsendt s el Osiey s dll w
- goelal o2 G018 gy 0 Sub e Sl D989 A2 5, Y09 G e U Leg Sl
c(e—-Y:a,adl)

It means : “ Who believe in the unseen, and establish worship, and spend
out of what We have bestowed upon them; And who believe in that which is
revealed unto thee (Muhammad ) and that which was revealed before thee,
and are certain of the Hereafter. These depend on guidance from their Lord.
These are the successful * 2:3-5.

The main principles of Islam, as laid down here are five; three theoretical
and two practical. The three theoretical principles are : belive in God, believe
in Divine revelation, and believe in the Hereafter. The two partical are:
keeping up prayer and spending out of what God has given to man.

The relation in which prayer stands to charity is made clear by the order in
which the two are mentioned. It should be noted that when prayer and charity
are spoken of together , and this combination is of frequent occurence in the
Quran, prayer always takes precedence of charity.



THE INSTITUTION OF ¢ ZAKAH * IN ISLAM
By :
Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye

Prof. Islamic University
Madinah Munawwarah

The word ¢ Zakah ® is derived from ¢ Zaka’® which means ‘ grew *. The
other derivations of this word, as used in the Holy Quran, carry the sense of
purification. The idea of purity and that of the growth of human faculties,
and success in life, are connected together. The Holy Quran has spoken of
purification of the souls, and its being real success in life :

e 13 ) S 3o O] el o3 U S 53 ol Do sl e I
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It means : “ Take alms of their wealth, wherewith thou mayst purify them

and mayst make them grow, and pray for them. Lo ! thy prayer is an
assuagement for them.

Allah is Hearer, Knower **. 9:103. and :

S(a-v: ”) _((((u\Sjch_é‘ﬁ.u\jﬁjujﬂw5~u\yujwbj)m

“ And a Soul and Him who perfected it. And inspired it what is wrong for it
and what is right for it. He is indeed successful who causeth it to grow ™.
91:7-9

According to the famous Arabic lexicographer Raghi, Zakah is the wealth
which is taken from the rich and given to the poor, being so called because it
makes wealth grow, or because the giving away of wealth is a source of
purification. In fact both these reasons hold true. The giving away of wealth to
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Say, “lj the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

‘were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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