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. 6

We have found that peace rests on justic for all. It is obvious that justice can only thrive
where laws can be enforced to regulate human conduct and relations in such a way as to ensure
that justice is done to one all, irrespective of race, nationality or creed. Now, any legal system
having these objectives must necessarily proceed from an intimate knoledge of human nature
and a full understanding of the forces at work in the universe, their functions and
interrelationships. This legal system must also emanate from an authority which has absolute
opower and control over both man and his environment.
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man and the universe. The acceptance of this Quranic concept makes all human beingsrulers
as well as the ruledequal in status and rights. It makes all humanity, without the least distinc-
tion or exception, subservient to one Supreme Authority and one universal law. From this
unity of GOD (Tawhid ) proceeds the unity of mankind as one universal brotherhood, cutting
across and destroying all barriers of racecolour, language, nationality which have so bitterly
divided mankind into warring groups. This is no dreem or utopia. This feeling of universal
brotherhood engendered by Islem can always be witnessed at the annual pilgrimage when
people from different lands joins together as members of one single family. We have to keep
alive the spirit of the pilgrimage in our ddaily life to make this universal brotherhood an eternal
reality and the world will become a better place to live in.

Incidentally, as we know already, man’s knowledge is not only strictly :imited both in
regard to his own self and the universe in which he lives, but his understanding is very much
clouded by prejudices and influenced by personal motivations and self-interest. However
sincere and well-intentioned a person may be, he cannot be expected to overcome the defects
and weaknesses inherent in his own nature.

This is fundamental to all man-made ideologies evolved to bring peace and soclal‘justlce
to the world and explains basically the failure of such ideologies to solve man’s problems. It
also proves the necessity for a source of knowledge which is all comprehensive, covering all
aspects of human life in this world. That source of knowledge can only be Divine Revelation,
based on pure knowledge to provide guidance to the whole of mankind from no other belflg
than God Himself, the Creator of Man, his Sustainer, his Master and his Sovereign, whose
knowledge encompasses the past, the present and the future. Reason, therefore, dictates that
God alone is capable of providing mankind with that system of law which can ensure real
freedom, justice and peace to the whole of mankind.

This brings to mind the following verses from the Holy Quran : -

O mankind, We created you

from a single pair

of a male and a female,

and made you into nations and tribes

that ye may know each other.

Verily, the most honoured of you

in the sight of God

is he who is the most righteous

And God has full knowledge

and is well acquainted ( with all things )

Sura Hujurat-verse 13
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Once the concept of GOD sovereignty and that of universal brotherhood of mankind are
accepted, relations between man and his fellow beings assume the character of brotherly
relations and will generate feelings of love, equality, justice, tolerance and fairplay. Such
fee:ling will proceed from inner convictions, rather than imposed by coercive laws or by force
of circumstances.

These are indeed the essential elements that will eventually ensure peace and harmony in
human society. It is significant that the path chosen by GOD for mankind has been called

- AL-ISILAM ** which means peace.

One of the distinctive features of the Shariah,i.e. the LAW OF ISLAM is that it aims at
changing and improving human relations by changing man himself. The truth is that without
such a fundamental change, it is difficult, nay impossible, to expect man to behave properly
and to expect human relation to develop harmoniously. The belief in GOD, in the universal
brotherhood of mankind, in the Revelations, in the Life Hereafter and in the accountability of
one’s actions to GOD, are the only elements that can help man to live and act as a responsible
creature, and also to set fair limits to individual rights and duties in human society. . ‘

GOD as the Creator and Sovereign Ruler, has no personal relationship with any of His
creatures and He is, therefore, the Only Being capable of giving us laws based on absolute
justice to all men, to regulate human activities in such a mway as to ensure maximum peace,
security, prosperity and happiness to one and all. The era inaugurated by the last Messenger
of GOD ( peace be upon him ) and the rule of his immediate successcrs, 1.s. The four plous
caliphs, are historically recorded and is a living testimony of the superiority of GOD’s lows.

I should like to conclude this paper by drawing attention here to the very serious threats
to world peace which exist to-day; due to the perpetuation of injustices in several parts of the
world. It is my sincere conviction that there will be no real peace until we all submit to GOD.

Now and then, voices are heard clamouring for a world government. It is our duty to prove
to the peoples of the world that a world government can become reality through the application
of GOD’s Law-instrument of peace in this world and salvation in the next. We shall, insha
Allah, prove it only by our actions, not by words.

The following conclusions can be derived from the abovementioned verses : -

a) GOD alone is the creator

b) Man and woman being His creatures are therefore equal in status and enjoy equal
rights ’

¢) Distinction or discrimination on the basis of sex, nationality, colour or otherwise has
no moral authority ‘

d) Humanity is one big family and constitutes one brotherhood in the real sense

e) The best among men and women are those who live in submission to GOD’s will.

The logical implication of these conclusions is that GOD alone can be Sovereign Ruler of

- YA -



3

ISLAM AS INSTRUMENT OF UNIVERSAL PEACE
by
Muhammad H. Dahal
President, Islamic Circle Mauritius

Peace has been a major problem confronting mankind throughout the ages, but never has

1t assumed such importance and significance as today, owing to the vast arsenal of destructive

‘ weapons in the possession of the super powers and their allies. Indeed, there is hardehardly a
place in the world to—day where man live in secority and in peace.

Radlo, television satellite communications as well as other massmedia systems have
redctreduced, so to say, worid distances considerably and have made the whole world look like
one vcountry. Yet, far from helping beings to know and understand rach other better,
creating thus an atmosphere of mutual trust and friendship, we find t_hat the world is apart and
human relations are bitterly poisoned by suspicion and distrust, so much so that peoples
sharing the same geographical boundaries or having common religious, social and linguistic
affinities are fighting each other. The blatant contradiction is that, in the name of peace,
everybody is preparing for war.

As I have just stated, maintaining peace has always been a major preoccupation o‘f
mankind and, throughout the course of history, we find that repeated attempts have been
made to achieve this objective. Yet, all these attempts have unfortunately failed. Rather, in
spite of all the achievements and progress in other flelds of human activities, the crucial
problem of preserving peace in the world remains unsolved and the situation today looks
desperate. Man seems to be working for selfannihilation ad the armament industry is
becoming the most lucrative business in the world.

If we analyse objectively past and present efforts to achieve peace and security, we shall
find that inspite of the different approaches and solutions proposed or implemented at various
periods of human history, they all suffered from one major defact and that was the failure to
recognise and accept the basic fact that peace rests on justice. Without justice, there can be
no peace. It is too wellknown that injustice breeds contempt and revolt. All the attempts
made so far have failed and are bound to fail since they are based on wrong concepts and
prejudices. More often than not, reforms have been proposed and laws have been framed to
safeguard individual or group interests rather than to ensure justice to the common man.

Today, the same dramas are being repeated at the United Nations and other world formus to
protect the national interests of the big powers, at the expense of the downtrodden which
constitute fourfifth of the world population. Obviously, such attempts cannot succeed in
preserving world peace. Far from wiping out the injustices in the world, the aim is to devise
subtle means and ways of further exploiting the weaker nations.
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- Allah J(=6— Says:

‘“ O prophet, truly We have sent
you as a witness, a bearer of glad
tidings,and a warner. And as one
who invites to Allah’s Grace by His
leave, and as a lamp aspreading
light. Then give the glad tidings to the
believers, that they- shall have from
Allah a very a great bounty. And obey
not the behests of the unbelievers and
the hypocrites, and heed not their
annoyances, but put your trust in Allah
for enough is Allah as a Disposer of
affairs ** .
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Say, “If the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”

(Qur’an 18:109)
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