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It is incumbent on every believer to adhere to the douvine teachings of Allah the
Almighty and His Prophet (P. b. u. h.) and the line followed by the companions of
the Prophet (p. b. u. h.) and their followers. One should guard against innova-
tions of those who have gone astray from the Qur’an and the Sunnah (practical
life of the prophet) and resorted to their delusive reasoning and random thaughts;
They were led astray and deluded others .

We pray to Allah the Almighty to save us and all the muslims from the at-
tacks of the Devil and his agents; He is all powerful and is quite capable of that
May Allah shower His peace and Blessings on our Prophet Muhammad, his fam-
ily and companions .

Sh. Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz
general President .

Idarat Buhus al-Ilmiyyah wal-iffta
wa - Dawwah wal-Irshad
Translated by : —

Dr. Malik Ghulam Murtaza
Asstt. Professor
Islamic University
Madinah Munawwarah
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The same explanation has been communicated to us through Ummul Mumi-
nin Ummi Salmah and Rabiah bin Abdir Rahman Sheikh Malik. This is the real
truth and same is the faith of Ahlus-Sunnah- wal-Jama‘ah without any doubt.
Same is their faith about the rest of the Attributes of Allahi. e. Hearing, Seeing,
Pleasure, Wrath, Hand, Foot, Fingers, Words, Will etc .

It may be said about all of them that they are well- known as understood in
Arabic language and belief in them is imperative; whereas the details about them
are not known except to Allah Himself. We have to believe that He is Perfect in
all His Attributes and that He does not resemble anything created by Him; His
Knowledge is not like aur Knowledge; His Hand is not lihe aurs; His Fingers are
not Pleasure and so on as He, the, Exalted has said : —

L G e prendl p B AseS o B

«There is nothing like Him; He is all-Seer and all-Hearer» .
QP [ FFC QU PRI G PRVOD BN (PR [Py

«Say : He is Allah, the one and Only, Allah, the Eternal, the Absolute. He
begetts not; Nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him

And He has Said : —

. & Lo 4] (A e
«Do you know any one resembling Him» ?

This means there is none who could be like Him or who could resemble
Him .

L O godas ¥ ol a1 Of - JRYT i gy o3 S B

Allah, the Almighty has said : —

«Don’t give similies about Allah; Verily He knows while you do not know» .
There are many verses in the Holy Qur’an which convey the same meanings.
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* They all revere their lord High above them ” .

(sl @ Sl o gl o B

“Then He is firmly established on the Throne” .

“There are innumerable verses of the Holy Qur’an which bear the same
meanings. Likewise, then are innumerable authentic and reliable traditions
(Ahadith) which refer to the same faith and confirm it .

To cite a few examples, there is the story of escending of the Prophet to His
Lord, descending of the angels from Allah and then ascending to Him back; His
saying about the angels who accompany human bings at night and during day
time : —

““The angels which have spent night with you ascend to their Lord; He ashk
them even though He know more than themselves” . In the same way there is a
tradition about Khawari in “Sahijh” : —

“Don’t you belive in me and I am the trusty of all who are in the Heavens;
The news of Heavens comes to me in the morning and in the evening” .

So there are innumerable sayings of the Prophet, which through their words
and import make it clear and communicate to us a clear belief that Allah, the
Glorious, is ab he Throne, and above the Heavens. This is the natural belief
conveyed by A . to all the nations be they Arabs or non- Arabs, pre Islamic or
post- Islamic except those who have been led astray by the Devil. Then there are
thousands of the sayings recorded by the Scholars of Salaf in support of what is
mentioned above .

This may be enough to make it clear for the readers that the saying attributed
by Ahmad Mahmud Dahlob to the A Salaf pertaining to the explanation of Istawa
(establishing on the Throne) is a blunder, a white lie that deserves no attention .

The sayings of the pious Salaf in this respect are well known, clearly estab-
lished and communicated to us uninterruptede by as clearly pointed out by Shei
khul-Islam ibn Taimiyyah while explaining “Istawa” determining thereby that
He is Seated high above the Throne and that beliefin it is imperative whereas the
details there of are unknown except to Allah Himself .

-ty o



“This is the book of Allah from its beginning to its end and the Sunnah (say-
ing and deeds) of His Prophet (P.B.U.H.). Then there are the general teachings
of the companions of the prophet (p.b.u.h.) and their followers; Then there are
sayings of all the Imams, the established Scholars among the muslims. Everything
mentioned above explains definitely and clearly in the form of a verdict. That
Allah the Almighty and Glorious is Greatest of all and Highest of all; He is above
each and everything; He is above the throne; He is above the Heavens as He has
said : —

L) ) € b bl Jandly ool (IS0 dnnc 4] B

“To Him mount up (All) words of purity. It is He Who exalts Each Deed of
Righteousness”

(07 10lpes ) & ) hadly g Ldgne G] §
“I'will take thee and raise thee to myself” .
(O 1Ly € o) oK it O el 3 po oall 3

“Do you feel secure that He Who is in Heaven will not cause you To be swal-
lowed up By the the earth” .

(YA w‘)%wb&&ﬂ‘)i‘w'tjd‘f;‘ifi%

“Qr do you feel secure that He Who is in HeavenWill not send againts you
aviolent tornad” ? .

C(ved oLl € adf bl and; b B

“Nay Allah raised him up unto Himself” .
L (0 tgatall) € 4l g My M 7 B
“The angels and the Spirit ascend up to Him”
(0 sl €l g oS oY Lol o Y e B

He rules affairs from the Heavens to the earth which then go up to him”
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Statement about the Faith of Ahl-us-
Sunnah regarding ‘‘Istawa’’ and all
Attributes of Allah
by Sh. Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz

Translated by Dr. Malik Ghulam Murtaza

Praise be to Allah, the Alnighty and His blessings and Peace be upon the
prophet of Allah, his family and Companions .

Recently, I have come to know what has been published in the magazine
“Albalagh” (Issue No. 637) in the form of a reply to a question concerning the
explanation of the Quranic Verse “Allah sat upon the throne”. The reply which
was given by Ahmad Mahmud Dahlob contained a sentence which was attributed
to the “Salaf”. The sentence is:- “Ahl-us-Salaf say that the meaning of “Sitting
upon the throne” is to seize and take possession of it as they say: “a human being
seized Iraq without wood or blood shed” .

Now, as this sentence has been wrongly attributed to Ahl-Us-Salaf, I like to
make this point clear for any reader so that he may not be deceived by it taking it
for a saying of the reliable Scholars. The fact is that this explanation is the same as
given by Jahmiah and Mutzalites and their followers. It contains negation of the
Attributes of Allah and His Suspension. Allah is great, Sublime and above all
such changes as He has attributed to Himself all the qualities in perfection. The
scholars of ahl- us-Salaf have denied such explanations and disallowed such in-
terpretations. They hold that the meaning of “‘establishing oneself on the throne”
would be the same as in case of other Attributes i.e. to affirm all the Qualities as it
behoves His glory, without changing, Suspending, over interpreting / condition-
ing or examplifying them. Imam Malik has said : —

“The fact of ‘establishing firmly (on throne) is well — know but its details are
unknowns,. The beliefin it is incumbent and questioning about it is innovation” .

The scholars of Salaf have all followed the same line .

Sheikhal- Islam ibn Taimiyyah (May Allah bless him) has said in his boohlet
“Risalah Hamdiyyah : —
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Say, “If the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run

out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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