Introduction

Of the four main sources of Islamic Siah, Hadith occupies a place second only
to the Quran. It is, therefore, not surprising to note that Hhadith debate is not new.
Towards the end of the twentieth century the stfdffacdith made considerable progress
and received increased attention in both Muslim Afe$tern worlds. This is due to the
discovery of new sources and to developments irfitheé of methodology. Prophetic
Traditions and their transmitters have been suligescholarly investigation throughout
Islamic history. This also holds true for the raé& women inHadith transmission.
Women's participation ibladith transmission is, in fact, one of the few ardasanly and
Medieval Muslim women's history for which we havensiderable source materfal.
Information on female participation iRadth transmission can be found mainly in
biographical dictionaries, chronicles, legal congianHadith collections, as well as
certificates of reading sessiorsai ‘at) and diplomasijazat).

Studying at the hands of a certain teacher is drtheokey features of Islamic
education. The educational sessiof&léqah), which the scholars ofladth used to
hold, started very early in Muslim history and witie emergence of Islamic Traditions
(Hadith), several genres of Islamic literature developledorder to accept a certain
Hadith, theisnad (chain of transmission) had to be authentic ardctntent hatr) had
to be in conformity with the Quan and other authentidadiths. In the early stages, both
isnazd and the text were written down but disseminatedlyrBut with the expansion of
Islam and the enormous diversification of the défe disciplines of learning, it was
impossible to maintain oral transmission as thg eehicle for passing on knowledge.

At a later stage, historical and Tradition textgeveritten in all sorts of personal
notebooks of transmitters, and later, in more degahcollections that were intended for
a larger audience. Though, in the end, books becaoepted as the ordinary medium,
the individual and personal approach neverthelesmined intact. Biographical literature
emerged as one of the consequences of this indiviahd personal approathlim ar-
Rijal (the science of men) developed into a critical hodt for the assessment of
scholarly authority. Many biographical works werncerned with describing networks
of scholarship and chains of transmissioBther individual and personal genres
developed, like thé&ahrasah themashyakhahthema'ajim, and so on. This highlights the
significance of studying with teachers and its rolepreserving theladths of the
Prophet.
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Previous Contributions on Women's Participation inHadith Transmission

Previous contributions concluded that women plagedery active role in the
transmission of the Prophetic traditioridagith) throughout much of Islamic history.
Recent studies show that women of the Companionsrggon participated actively in
this domain of religious knowledge. However, thésea decline of women in the
historical record from the mid-second to the midrth centuries. In the second half of
the fourth century, women re-emerged in the souroasHadth learning and
transmission. From this period until well into thdamluk era, women acquired
exemplary reputations &adith transmitters.

This revival is closely correlated with the impaéttraditionalist Sunnlslam, as
it was successful in mobilizing women in Suruircles after the fourth century and
engaging them in one of the most public activiiieshe sphere of religious learning:
Hadith transmissiof.

Very few studies have been written on the contidsubf women's participation
in Hadth transmission. Ignaz Goldziher composed an appeoil it in his Muslim
Studie In this appendix, Goldziher recognized the rolayptl by women in
transmitting great collections éfadith such thesakii of Al-Bukhari. He also mentioned
some names of women who mastdiaith in Andalusia in the sixth century. At the end
of the appendix, Goldziher refers to Egypt whearried women gavigazahsto people
listening to their lectures up to the Ottoman carstll

Muhammad Z. Siddigi in hig/adith Literaturé® included a sub-section entitled
"The Part Played by Women in the Transmission aualiiv@tion of Hadith andHacith
Literature" as part of a chapter entitled "Somethed Special Features of thgadth
Literature." Siddiqgi has surveyed the participatafnvomen inHadith scholarship over
the centuries, listing dozens of women who authtviely interpreted the prophetic
Sunnah for generations of men and worten.

Recently, some detailed studies have seen the tiglthe day and drew the
attention of researchers to add more to the colcisghey have reached. These include:

- Ruth Roded's chapter on feméladith transmitters in her analysis of women in
Muslim biographical collection¥. Roded devoted a chapter of her work to the
transmission of knowledge by learned women and lachoShe tried to emphasize the
point that oral transmission of information was Kegstone of early Islamic culture and
continued to be the preferred method of transmisgeen when written works were
compiled. Along with this, she surveyed differedtadith collections to show the
percentage of female transmitters as a primarycsoof Haciths. She mentioned in
passing the different categories of women inclusheéslamic biographical collections.
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Among the 37 biographical dictionaries that Rodadveyed, she referred to the two
centenary biographical dictionaries composed indigiath and ninth Islamic centuries:
Ibn Hajar'sAd-Durar and as-Sakiwi's Ad-Daw’. Roded mentioned in numbers the type
of women included by both Ibdajar and his student As-Saiia without giving detailed
accounts of what was going on during the Mamlukigoer Roded's fourth chapter
examines the phenomenon of Mamluk biographical iateties. Various authors,
including IbnHajar and as-Sakiwi, cite many women as their teachers or their stisden
This indicates that there was a massive preseneemkn in the educational system. It is
evident from Roded's materials, although she Hecseld not spell this out, that women
were confined to the oral side of the culture. Rbdees on to quote the work of Lutfi
and Berkey to show that no women had an endowethiteg position in the Mamluk
madrasa. The book is a useful contribution to $@aid gender history. However, as Paul
Auchterlonie puts it, the social and the gendetohisn will not be content with the book,
as the social historian would require more corrabee sources and detailed
argumentation to support many of the conclusiome dender historian would prefer a
firmer theoretical underpinnintg.

- Jonathan Berkey's article on Mamluk women's ialig education with a focus
on their Hadith transmission activity. Berkey provides us with excellent study of
medieval Islamic education in Cairo during the Maknperiod. Berkey argues that the
transmission of knowledge in medieval Islamic sbegedepended on the informal world
of personal instructional relationships of teacharsl students, not on the formal
institutional structures of higher learnitiy.This system allowed a few women to
participate in higher educatidnBerkey devoted a chapter to the education of woimen
the Mamluk period in Cairo. He discussed the ptafogomen in educational institutions.
He refers in passing to tmeadrasasandribars endowed by women. He also tackles the
issue of women and the transmissionHsdth in a few pages, giving examples of
women who excelled in this field. He concludes tihat extent of women's contribution
to the transmission dfladith is difficult to measure, obscured as it is by thdifference
and embarrassment of the sources written exclysbyemen, and by the venue in which
much of their teaching would have taken pl&c@ne has to agree with Abou-Bakr, who
criticized Berkey for focusing on the role of womems mere ‘transmitters’,
underestimating them as active educators and gshiolaheir own right” Historians of
gender will raise more questions than Berkey, ashikl Chamberlain noticed, and the
sources we have used allow us to address questimisas the following as well: how
did women make use of acquired knowledge in theirggle in their households? Did
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women have a different conception of knowledge tmem?'® The only important aspect
of this work lies in the context of women's eduzatiRather than here, the interest of
Berkey's social history lies elsewhére.

- Huda Lutfi's articleas-Sakhwi's Kitzb an-Nisi’.?° Lutfi studied the twelfth
volume of as-Sakiwi's ad-Daw’ al-Lami‘ li ahl al-Qarn at-Tasi‘. As-Saklawi called
this volumeKitab an-Nigi’, as he devoted it to the biographies of some M@Mhen
during the Mamluk period. Lutfi pointed out as-Sakiis methodology and aim as an
exercise in personality criticism in order to plazeh person in his or her proper réhk.
As-Saklawi was not interested in average Muslim women, bwtomen as traditionists
(muhaddithat). These women came from the same social backgrasnds-Salkdwi
himself, i.e. from the middle and upper social séss which included religious scholars,
administrators, and merchants, among otffelsutfi showed in her article how as-
Sakrawi composed the content of each entrKitizb an-Nisgi'. Later, she focused on the
position of women in the family as reflectedKiitab an-Nigi’. She refers to how girls
were treated in their families at the time of agiaai. Women were subject to close
control by the responsible male members of themfolutfi touched upon some issues
related to the position of women, marriage, the @i women as mothers, the issue of
divorce, and so on. The main theme of her artglthat of women's economic position.
She concludes that a careful perusalKafab an-Nig’ suggests that women who
belonged to the higher classes of an urban Musticresy did not work to earn their own
living. However, some women worked as singers, regiteers, midwives, and coiffeurs.
One woman worked as a merchant. As-Sakhdoes not make any negative remark
about these working women. Lutfi argues that inftakel of education and scholarship,
women's contributions and participations were batgimal, compared to those of nén.
By this argument, Lutfi shows that she did not gttlte book deeply, as the number of
women covered in this book is everything but snvaltlile it proves that there was a huge
movement of women's participation in transmittingd ateaching the words of the
Prophet.

- Elizabeth Sartain'Salal Ad-Din as-Suysi,: Biography and Backgrour@ In
volume | of her study on J4lAd-Din as-Suyti, Elizabeth Sartain devoted Section three
of Part | to the academic life in as-Sits time. She discussed, among others, women as
transmitters ofHadith. She attributed the greater recognition that ewmchieved in
Hadith literature to the fact that the wives of thegtret had played a very important part
in transmitting reports of the Prophet's words dedds. She also sees another reason for
excelling inHadth transmission. She states that to achieve digim any other branch
of knowledge a good general education was essgatidl this was something that most
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women lacked® Sartain opens the door for more discussion oméiare of women's
education during the Mamluk period, as she wonbleve women managed to arrange for
these activities considering the custom of segnegahe sexes.

- Leila Ahmed'sWomen and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of adkto
Debate?’ Leila Ahmed devoted very few pages of her booth®issue of recounting the
Traditions of the Prophet by women. She acknowledbat although the early reports
were written down by men, a significant proportminthe accounts of the Prophet were
recounted on the authority of women, and thus adtl¢he first generation of Muslims
had no difficulty in accepting women as authorif®kater in the book, she shows how
the Traditions narrated by women, especially thepRet's wives, contributed to
scholarly disputé? Leila Ahmed wonders how many of the world’s livimgligions
incorporate women's accounts into their centraistex allow a woman's testimony as to
the correct reading of a single word of a sacret t influence decision®. In Chapter
Six of the book, she mentions some names of theemowho contributed tdladith
literature in medieval Islari.

- Omaima Abou Bakr’s article on femalgadith transmission as represented in
two Mamluk biographical dictionari€d.Abou Bakr’s article deals with the biographical
information provided in the two source referenc#sn (Hajar's Ad-Durar and as-
Sakhawi's Ad-Daw’ al-Lami‘) as an important historical indication of the tqigcture of
their conditions. She starts with the vocation k¢ muzaddithat, then moves to the
evolution of Muslim education and methods of instian, and finally concludes with the
characteristics of thenukaddithat. After exploring the involvement of women in the
social, cultural, intellectual, and educational @ms of their societies, Abou Bakr tries
to consolidate the view that medieval and pre-modecieties were dynamic societies in
the very sense of the wotd.Abou Bakr did not touch upon all the different isbc
dimensions that contributed to the flourishing @maen asmuzaddithat in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries.

In addition to these studies, some other books baea authored on our subject.
These books focus on women's activities in cepiaiods. They include:

> Salih Ma‘taqg's Juhzd al-Mar’ah f Riwayat al-7adith: al-Qarn ath-Thimin al-
Hijr 7;

- Mashhir Salran's ‘Inayat an-Nig '’ bil-Hadith an-Nabaw Safakat Mudi’ah min
Hayat al-Muhaddithat hatta al-Qarn ath-Thlith ‘ashar al-Hijr7.>°

Ma‘tig gives an overview of the political, cultural, aedcial life during the
Mamluk period. He outlines the contribution of nterthe study otladith. After that, he

% Elizabeth M. Sartainjalal ad-Din as-Suy;i: Biography and Backgroun(Cambridge University Press,
1975), 125-126.

27 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), 46-747213-5

% | eila Ahmed,Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of adktm Debate(New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1992) 47.

*bid., 73

¥ bid., 73.

*bid., 114-115.

32 Omaima Abou-Bakr, "Teaching the Words of the PeifytB06-28.

* bid., 326.

34 (Beirut: Dar al-Bash’ir al-Isalmiyyah, 1997).

3% Beirut; Dar Ibn Hazm, 1994.



briefs us on the participation of women in sociad aeligious life. The focus of his book
is the female transmission Bfadith. The author briefly discusses the role of femate
the transmission dfladith from the first century to the end of the severghtury of the
Hijrah. The rest of the books is devoted to fenwatributions to the study dfadith
during the eigth century. In a separate chapter,athor gives details on 15 famous
women scholars oHadth during the eigth century. Maq's doctoral dissertation
focused ortadith Literature in general in Mecca during the Mampskiod>®

Salnan gives a general picture of the role played by @worm the transmission of
Hadth from the first century to the thirteenth centumje also focuses on the
transmission of certaiHadith collections by women throughout Islamic histd#g gives
examples of how early Muslim families paid attentio the education of their female
offspring. These studies undertake the task oectilg data on women's student-teacher
networks and the works they are said to have reatfat

- In 2005, Asma Sayeed submitted her doctoral desen to Princeton
University entitled: Shifting Fortunes: Women anffadith Transmission in Islamic
History (first to eighth centuries)he dissertation covers the period from the geiar
of the Companions up to the Mamluk era. Reviewimg dissertation, | discovered that
she did not cover the Mamluk period completely, hehe stopped her research at the
eighth century. She mentioned only one case stodgerning the Mamluk era in the
fourth chapter of her work. Sayeed’s dissertation focuses on the earlier desflas she
believes there are no studies which undertake atyss of those centuries, and her
dissertation aims to fill that lacurfaln a separate article published Studia Islamica
she covered two other case studies from Mamluk Baosd’ Sayeed's work highlights
the most important five factors for the revival wbmen'sHadith transmission, which
will be further discussed within the course of pinesent study.

- In 2006, Mohammad Akram Nadwi published BAisMukaddithat: The Women
Scholars in Islant' This study is an adaptation of the preface to 4fisvolume
biographical dictionary (in Arabic) of the Muslimomen who studied and taudhadith.
The yet to be published dictionary will help resbars to decide where to start when
focusing on individual women. In fact, many modéiagraphical dictionaries focus on
the contribution of women in different fields suab poetry, FighHadith, and Quranic
studie4sé Mention should be made here ofiliétah'sA lam an-Nig’,** and al-Zirikli'sal-
Alam.
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Despite their various limitations, the above memt@ publications have
contributed many elements to the present study. fiffikngs of Asma Sayeed's recent
studies served as a springboard for me to the ftigati®on and the study of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam's life.

Scope of Our Study

This study focuses on the life of one individiddth female transmitter, Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam Al-Adhtgyah** (719/1319-805/1402), based on [Hajar'sMu jam
Ash-Shaykhah Maryarthat he had compiled about her. At the end of shaly, an
annotated edition of thiglu jam will be provided. As the scope of women's paradipn
in Hadith transmission is very large and has been covieredany other publications, |
chose to focus on the life of one individual femdksith scholar and her role, both as a
student ofHadith and a transmitter thereof. This will help inwliag a clearer picture of
the general role of women as participants in tratisg the words of the Prophet. The
first factor that aroused my interest in théufjam was the absence of a careful
decipherment of the (unique) surviving manuscriptprevious printed editions of the
Mu jam. The second factor was the difficulty faced byvas editors of thélu jam in
identifying who Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was. By studyish-Shaykhah Maryam's life
and work, it is hoped that women will be recognjzasl Sayeed suggested, as examples
of a normal and important phenomenon in Islami¢oinys not as anomalies, and their
role in both the scholarly environment and the desacontext of Mamluk society will be
more widely accepted.

Our study will try to answer the following queston
What can be said about the social background ofalenparticipation inHadith
transmission in the light of Ash-Shaykhah MaryamAdhraiyyah's life, which is the
subject of this study? Were Ash-Shaykhah Maryartivides mainly confined—as has
been suggested in several publications about waemealrticipation in Hadith
transmission—to her youth and her old age, as duhe period between both she was
restricted by the moral code of Islam in her mapiln the public sphere? Did she read or
study allHadith books or specific titles only? Did she also réaglajza ? Are there any
specific critical and evaluative criteria to be ouin theHadith sources with reference to
female transmitters? What was the numbeij @fahsthat Ash-Shaykhah Maryam could
obtain in comparison with her male counterparts?aWan theMujam add to our
knowledge about women's participatiorHadith transmission?

Apart from the introduction, the study will consddttwo parts.Part | will focus
on the study of th&lujam and other related issues. Rart 11, an annotated edition of
the Mu jam will be provided based on the only manuscript laée, viz. at Gr al-Kutub
al-Misriyyah (Reference number: 14Phdth).
The first part will be divided into six chaptef@hapter Oneis devoted to a description
of the [ar al-Kutub al-Mkriyyah's manuscript, dealing mainly with the looatiof the
manuscript, its physical properties, the methodplogpplied in editing the manuscript,
and a biography of its copyisthapter Two will establish IbnHajar’s authorship of the
Mu jam and the sources used and the method followedmposing it.Chapter Three

will place theMu jam among IbrHajar's writings and contemporary similar works. A
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biographical sketch of IbHajar will be provided, focusing on his role as athar and
his interest in women's biographies. A comparisetwben Ibriajar'sMu jam Ash-
Shaykhah Maryarandad-Durar al-Kaminahwill be made in an attempt to place the
Mu jam among IbrHajar's writingsChapter Four will explore the world of thélu jam
and will give an overview of the development of genre of the individual bibliography
like thefahrasah themashaykhahthemufjam, and so onChapter Five will focus on
the role of women iiladith transmission, especially during the Mamluk peridhis will
be preceded by introductory remarks on women'soaityrasHadith transmitters, i.e.
what theHadith scholars said about reports transmitted by wormed an overview of
women’s education in the Mamluk period. On Ash-3hah Maryam’s lifeChapter
Six will try to answer the following questions: Who meeAsh-Shaykhah Maryam's
teachers, men or women? Were they family membensmifamily members? How old
was she when she received her fii@ahto transmit learning? Where did she study?
Where did she teach? What was her position as alédfacdith transmitter in
comparison to that of othemuzaddithat? What does this tell us about the Islamic
learning at the time? In which aspects is Ash-ShalkMiaryam similar to her
predecessors?



Chapter One

The Manuscript, Its Printed Editions, and Its Copyist

1.1.The Manuscript

The present edition of thdu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryais based on the unique
manuscript available atab al-Kutub al-Mgriyyah (Reference number: 14Ziadith).
Two microfilms of the manuscript are available a$doar al-Kutub al-Mkriyyah; one of
them, which has the same number as the originalistaipt, is clear and the other, which
is given the number 1885, is not. A third microfili;m available at the Manuscript
Institute of the Arab League (Reference number: M8Btaleh al-Hadth). A fourth
microfilm is available at Mdad al-Bhath at Umm al-Qut University (Reference
number: 2186larikh wa Tagijim). Also the Library of the Islamic University at Miaa
has a microfilm of the manuscript (Reference numBé&8047). The Library of King
Sdaad University in Riyadh has a sixth microfilm of theanuscript (Rference number:
4/388). Finally, King Faysal's Center for Islamiedearch and Studies in Riyadh has a
seventh microfilm (Reference number: 2158-1-F).

After consulting the original copy of the manustripe following remarks can be
made. TheMufjam Ash-Shaykhah Maryamreserved in Br al-Kutub al-Mkriyyah
consists of 78 folios each of a different numbetimés (ranging from 3 to 28 lines). It
measures 18x13 cm. There are many blanks, whiafgestughat our MS may have been
copied from the author’s draft version.

The title page on fol. 1a bears the following title

& s e Ll Ml e o deal Juzadll o ASLGY) dadla o 335 ) e A3l anra (e J5Y)

s )Yy gl iLe. “The first part of thdu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam extrapolated for
her by Hafiz al-Islam Aba al-Fall Ahmad ibn ‘Al al-‘Asgakni from her shaykhs of
sani ‘ andijazali. The same page contains one ex libris seal amoteathat reads Zuas
142F+= =i 36768 “essc"; i.e. under the specific category éfadith collections
preserved at & al-Kutub, it is given the Reference Number: 142id under the general
category of all collections, it is given the Refeze Number: 36768. There is another
note that reads (hwujl =i » 2enedngi 4" This means that the famous scholar
Muhammad Murtda al-Husayn al-Zahdi (d. 1205/1790d) once possessed the
manuscript. In fact, he added some marginal natas The manuscript is a complete
codex. It begins withbas (Ao a3l 583l g & daall cas yS U suns el aglll ms 5l s 1)l assy
JsY gdll el Jsuy and ends With:iS 4 2l anasll ;a1 and a colophon containing the
copyist'slaqab, the date on which he completed the copying, dt agea copy of the
original colophon of the author, Iddajar, stating when he had started and finished the
compilation of theMufjam. Ibn Hajar had started the compilation in the month of
Ramalan in 803/1400 and had finished the work in the samath of the same year. Our
manuscript of théMu jam was copied, as the colophon indicates, in the mohtRah'

! For his biography, see al-Ziriklal-A‘lam, 7:70; ‘Abd alHayy ‘Abd al-Kalir al-Kat@ni, Fihris al-
Faharis wal-Athhit wa Mujam al-Ma'gjim wal-Mashyakht wal-Musalsadt, ed. hsin ‘Abbas, 2 ed.
(Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-lsdmi, 1982), 1:526-36



al-Awwal in 872/1467, sixty-seven years after Adtakhah Maryam's death and twenty
years after Ibriajar's death.

The colophon reads:
2=l olail 5 (B0 Ain (lan ) e (o A re oy i (e § 4 (lad Al s ) 4 3 JUE
D ikl ) alda g ) yal o Wl i aaall 872400 J W) an ) sen (0 4l 038 adais ary s ¢ sSA)

2 Ol s ally deae Gl pa e ol s aelll Aidle

There is a marginal note at the bottom of the |asge in which a certain
Muhammad Al Bakr ibn ‘Umar an-Naibi al-Halali ash-Shfi 1 (d. 916/15103 wrote
that he made use of tihdu jam. Unfortunately, none of the biographical dictidearthat
mentioned his biography provides a clue for the vaag purpose of his use of the
Mu jam.

The MS contains corrections and marginal notes bgtithe copyist, ¥isuf ibn
Shahin, and its later owner, the famous scholarh®tumad Murtda al-Husayn al-
Zalhidi.

The Mufjam is without introduction. The 78 folios are distitbd over 13
gatherings (Arabiguz’, daftar) as follows:

fol. 7b end of gathering 1
fol. 13b end of gathering 2
fol. 20b end of gathering 3
fol. 27b end of gathering 4
fol. 34b end of gathering 5
fol. 42b end of gathering 6
fol. 48b end of gathering 7
fol. 54b end of gathering 8
fol. 65b end of gathering 10
fol. 69b end of gathering 11
fol. 74b end of gathering 12
fol. 78b end of gathering 13

This division reflects the original gatheringsjzz’) in which Ibn Hajar had
compiled his work. It apparently does not refleay gartition in the content of the work,
which is basically an alphabetically arranged bapdpical dictionary. The gatherings are
numbered in figures on the upper margin of thd fioo. Eachjuz’ in this MS has its
own "title-page" containing the number of the' as well as the general title of the
Mu jam. The first and secondz’s have the name of the compiler of tke jam. Usually
the rest of the first folio of eaghz’ is blank. The average size of equeh’ is between 4-6
folios. The text of eacluz’ itself starts on the verso-side of its first folwith the
traditional opening formula: "In the name of Gdk Merciful, the Compassionate”.

The Mu jam consists of eight gatheringsufrasat), as follows:

\ fol. 1la | beginning of gathering 1 \

2 For his biography, see as-Sakw, ad-Daw’, 8:259; al-Zirikl1, al-A‘lam, 6:315, Najm ad-h Muhammad
ibn Muhammad al-Ghaz Al-Kawakib as-Girah bi A'yan al-Mi’ah al-‘4shirah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
1imiyyah, 1997), 1:44.
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fol. 10a beginning of gathering 2
fol. 20a beginning of gathering 3
fol. 30a beginning of gathering 4
fol. 40a beginning of gathering 5
fol. 50a beginning of gathering 6
fol. 60a beginning of gathering 7
fol. 70a beginning of gathering 8

The Mu jam contains some blank pages as follows: fol. 20b 2ftb, fol. 34b, fol.
42D, fol. 54b, fol. 65a, and fol. 65b.

A clear copy of the [text] was written by Iifajar's grandson, dsuf ibn Skahin,
as the colophon readsyY diw Js¥) s e b 4auill o2a alavs pans. All biographical
dictionaries mention ¥suf ibn Shahin as the grandson of IbHajar, who had much
interest in copying his grandfather's manuscript$e copyist rubricated the beginning
of each biography with a red-inked line. He stoppkid habit after fol. 19/a. The
manuscript remains in excellent condition. Unfodtely, many inside edges have been
reinforced by a plastic tape. The ink used in Mejam is black. Catchwords are
constantly marked at the left bottom on the verde-®f each folio. TheMufjam is
written in a cursive scholarly script and on aldlig yellowish paper (for a specimen, see
our reproduction of fol. 2a, reproduction No. 2)islwritten in one hand which rules out
the possibility that some parts were added latee Nlu jam is bound in a thick blue
board cover made byaDal-Kutub.

The most important orthographic peculiarities ardéoiows:

1. Generally, diacritical dots are never indicafBdl this rule, | counted only a few
exceptions, for instance: f. 1,

2. Generally, thddamzahs not written, but only its carriers, viz. théf, waw and
ya’, for instance we havéss for bilss,

3. When théhamzahis written without a carrier, we observe the foliog in our
manuscript:

. The initial hamzahafter the vocative interjectioy’ is omitted; thus we
havels: L for i L.

. When thehamzahcomes after a long vowel, whether in the middleaor
the end, it disappears; thus we heyefor ss! %, L ¥ for sl )Y,

. When thehamzahcomes after or before the’, it is omitted; thus we
have for ¢, > for s>, bl for S,

. The initialhamzahis not written; thus we haws! for Jsi, s for .

4. Thealif as a vowel-letter is omitted in the middle of arshdhus we havensiw
for Ohiw, oie for glaie, 4l for dalall,

5. Theta’ marhirahis never dotted.

6. To distinguish thé&uraf al-muhmalah the copyist used to write the intended
letter under or above it, thus he writesinder the letter concerned to indicate that #his i
the letter intended.

% As-Saklhawi, ad-Daw’, 10:315. (Enumeration in vol. 10 is according $b-&hamela library).
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7. All Hadith terminology used by Ash-Shaykhah Maryam to iat#idow she
heard theladths are abbreviated unless they occur at the biegiri a sentence. So,
we havell for bl andu for Was,

1.2. Printed Editions

While surfing the Internet, | found out that pasfgshe Mu jam are included in the
database of the Islamweb site. | traced the aveiladata and | found some
bibliographical information about the edition ofetiMufjam on the website of
neelwafurat.com. TheMujam has been edited by Mammad ‘Uthman and was
published in Cairo by Maktabat ath-Théah ad-Oniyyah in February 2010. The book
contains 226 pages. The actual edition of the ¢exers the pages 41-216. The number
of entries is 283 while in the MS the number ofriestis 324. In April 2010, the forum of
the website shamela.ws posted lejam in Shamela format. The bibliographical data
indicate that theMujam had been edited by the Manuscripts Department fag U
Software Company and published as a book by the sampany in 2004. The data also
indicate that théViu jam consists of only eleveajzz’ which is not the case, as we have
seen earlier.

By comparing the two published texts, the followingmarks are in place:
‘Uthman did not mention the edition made by Ufuq, thobghh editions are identical.
Whenever Ufug's editors could not read a word amétted it, ‘Uthman also could not
read it and omitted it, as well. Even where therailacuna in the text of the Ufuq's
editors, indicated by dots, which does not corradpto a similar lacuna in the
manuscript, we will find the same lacuna Bthman's edition. Examples are to be found
on folios no. 1b line no. 5 (thougth I filled outet lacuna from other biographical
dictionaries), 2a line 1, On folio 1b line 17 thésea lacuna which should be omitted as
the text is complete. ThusUJthman's text is fully identical, with the exception thae
sometimes completed the biographies from othercesuwithout making any distinction
between the original text and those other sourtesome biographies, for instance,
‘Uthman quotes IbnHajar's ad-Durar without acknowledging this faét.One full
biography is taken frorad-Durar.> Both editions do not mention the marginal notes by
the scribe, Yisuf ibn Shhin, and by the later owner, al-Zdb Therefore, we can
conclude thatUthman plagiarizedUfuqg's edition. This is an example of the additions
made to the text which is not available in the ioagtext:

(Our reproductiof »<¥! eds alel (s 2l & e ¢ ) (ol 0 Gmenll 0 dens
el ¢l i Gl Gl 2 puall 2dLED (5 3R i) ) due G Gpendl o Gy Guead) (1 dena
Ol la  Ldad die Uas ¢ panall (p adla o G cllall e 5 ¢@33le 0l 5 el e aand ¢ 5a8Y) pala
(‘Uthman’s editior) .. Ak Cla g ¢dile Ca g Cpased 5 (el A 2l g Ade g lawally L3
This whole biography is taken from Iifajar'sad-Durar.®

* Muhammad ‘Uthman, Mujam ashShaykhah Maryam(Cairo: Maktabat ath-Thafph ad-Oniyyah,
2010), 21.

® Ibid., 188, biography no. 222.

® Ibn Hajar, Ad-Durar al-Kaminah f A'yan al-Mi’ah ath-Tliminah (Beirut: Dar lhya’ at-Tuith al-Arabi,
n.d.), 3:425 (1132).
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On folio 2b the following text is missing in botdigons:
O So Ll (A ) agy . Jeaial) g landly (il Ans 43 Uity Bilay Cppminss aoni L il (gl
s ) o S

In the entry which contains the biography of ad-bieh) ‘Uthman took the biography
from IbnHajar'sad-Durar and other sources though this data is missinggiu jam.’

On folio 3a‘Uthman read this;aal ¢l casyeadl e g gl (n e uall ol Lpalas byl
il Je cp cpaall 0 Je o mall. Here*Uthman did not figure out th&unyahand made
al-Hasan the son oAl though his name iAlT and Al al-Hasan is hikunyah
At the bottom of folio 3b, the following text is gsing in both editionsuss 13
calus e ) e ) ) sly) el 13 Jle On folio 4a'Uthman and Ufug's editiors read
sale clal 4l culy Yy as...W d ady Y, In the fouth biographyUthman and Ufuq's editiors
left out the following part of the chain of transsion:
Sl sl Uyl caand Uy agle self dall yie 0n el de 0 apSl die daae gl Tadlal) U pal
L o el e Ll (ghaall Caug o maall 2o 0 Ch
In the original manuscript, the fourth biographyaogs to Qtb ad-0On ‘Abd al-
Karim alHalalh (d. 735/1335), one of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's maiachers, but
‘Uthman attributed it to Amad ibn Al Talib al-Baghdidi and to confirm his reading he
started the chain of the transmission wighadl s ol (2 2eal U ual) then he left out
some names in the report extracted inNhegjam.

On folio 5b‘Uthman and Ufug's editiors redghall il s as4ie 2eal il s, On folio
14b, the biography of Kmad ibn Mihammad ibn‘Umar ibn Aymad ibn Qudaah al-

Magqdig, ‘Uthman and Ufug's editors left out this partis gy (laf Graed s (il A ol

st gl Ble S5 . e Al (i o mabids @il ve o0l In the same biography, the

location of the narration quoted is left out. Tiiart reads: Jus o 2eal G 35 5l o)y

Slailly Hsaio 0 Bland o Bledll 8 slagilly Yoo W add G0 de (o oD aaln) (n Glad 0o

Wle,

On folio 15a,"Uthman and Ufuq's editors read this part:

e egshaall ) IS G ) o Geall (3 0 ke IS o deae 0 il 0 el
L e s iy sl aeg ¢ Slue 0 iyl ey cdenl Siwe LD (S i i) e

as
tgshanall i) JB IS c e o ) G Al o ies )l s deae o 0 e 0 deal]

2 e pam cabpe g couliall (p geeg ¢ Slue o Eyladl o 2aal Add ey e pam

" See biography no. 3.
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In one passage we can notice the number of mstakele by both editors of the
Mu jam. All the above-mentioned examples suggest the feeealmore accurate edition
of theMu jam.

‘Uthman's edition is a pure business edition. Surprigiregiough, he could not
identify Ash-Shaykhah Maryam. He confuses Ash-Shapk Maryam al-Adhrayyah
with another Maryathwho died in 758, i.e. 15 years before the birtHhof Hajar! In
addition, the editor claims that the MS was writtgnlbn Hajar and is very difficult to
read? Yes, it is true that the text is extremely difficto read, but it was not written by
Ibn Hajar, it was drafted by IbHajar and copied by his grandsomsyf ibn Slahin, as
we saw earlier. The edition is full of mistakes dhere are many missing textslthman
says that thdlu jam consists of 12jza’ while in fact it consists of 13 gatherings.

‘Uthman ended his edition with the biography of hya ibn Yasuf ibn Al
Muhammad ibn Abal-Futih al-Misrt and marks it as the 2r§3entry in theMu jam while
in the original manuscript it is the 312ntry. This means that he missed many entries
and did not include them in his edition. The tatamber of missed entries is $6The
missed entries are a result of confusing one bpiyrawith another. For example,
‘Uthman confused the biographyhfad ibn Yéaya ibn Ahmad ibnHasan ibn'Ata’ with
the biography of Amad ibn Yaqub ibn Ahmad ibn Yaqub alHalalh and completed it
from other sources without acknowledging any ofrihéle also confused entries no. 71
and 72 (our reproduction, no. 68thman's reproduction) and reproduced them in one
biography. In one casé&Jthman did not refer to entry no 153 (our reproductidrécause
it is a repeated entry. He missed the biographyAdf ibn Muhammad ibn‘Abd ar-
Rahman (our reproduction no. 179). He also missed tlography of Al1 ibn Yanus ibn
Ahmad al-Khathami (our reproduction no 185JJthman missed the biography ofakir
ibn Mangir al-Jawhar (our reproduction no. 202)Uthman added some details to
biographies no. 200, 205, 207, 208, 209, 212, 218, 227, 232, 239, 246, 252, and 287
which are not included in the original manuscrifidthman repeated the biography of
Muhammad ibn‘Umar ibn Amad ibn ‘Umar al-Munbdj in two biographies (see his
reproduction no. 249 and 250). In the biographygio(our reproduction), 59thman’s
edition), ‘Uthman did not include all details of the biography, mentioned the death
date of the biographer. Under the categorylthman, ‘Uthman added a biography of
‘Uthman ibn ‘Al1 ibn Bistarah which is not found in the original manuscriged
‘Uthman’s reproduction no 165).

Apart from the missed or confused entriesUthman and Ufuq's edition, the
supposedly complete entries still have some fldnvmany entriesUthman misread
some names which would affect the relationshighefliiographee and Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam. In entry no. 39 of our reproduction, 38 dthman’s reproduction, he read the

following name:gmall cp s o silae Sl s daae o 0 it o 2aal @S o s 0 deal

8 Ibid., 213, biography no. 280.

? Ibid., 36.

9 These biographies are no. 179, 200, 205, 261,268,268, 269, 270, 271, 272, 274, 275, 276, 279,
281, 282, 283, 292, 300, 309, 314, 315, 316, 318, 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, and 324.
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Gl G Al (e oSl gj OB s ‘éj. We can figure out three errors in identifying 3

persons in one biography. In entry no 40 of ouradpction, 39 ofUthman’s
reproduction; Uthman read the following namesll e sl o la () saaie (g deal

¥ Gl Gl ascun) alal) ol il Cled bl ajla (p yseaie o 2eal. In entry no 41 of
our reproduction, 40 oUthman’s reproduction,Uthman read the following name:
laad) sl ) iled pasadl sl 8dy G psaie G abyl (O seale ( deal @S seaie (g deal
bl sl ol Cilgd ppsall sl ama Gy Hsaie o anll oo IN Nty N0 42 of our
reproduction, 41 ofuthman’s reproduction;Uthman read the following nameg;: el
Gelaadl sl el e g amy caal) iy e Gy ) s @Sl e o omn (o ) Da o 2eall In
entry no. 47 of our reproduction, 45 ‘&fthman’s reproduction;Uthman read the

following name: e )Ll cpall Glay SUSI sles G dane ¢ 8 (s byl @S (0 bk an )
L cpall Glay ALK sles 0 s, N the biography ofAbd ar-Raman ibn ‘Al ibn
Husayn ibn Mana', ‘Uthman read ,=ll 3l cigiall @S palill cpall 5e. In the same
biography we can pinpoint a number of errors inftllewing text:
s e ety (Y als ol A3 (Al G SR (e pans <Al 0 GIAY duad Cma ) (e Lt
(Sl Cunng Sy ISV (gosel) dena o s ols ccllal) v 0 mal dueg e ol 0 )
Ot e Gaall) a1 AL Jl sy cAilaiung (fiany (i) A liaay (A Ay dag (AT (e pans
(Our reproductiof il &le wuss cpmpls (st dis

Ol 8 lag il Gy EOB s Al (Eidag bty Gueaall ity Aaalis pee o o R8N g
(‘Uthman’s reproductiof . osesly (ues A

The same errors can be traced in the names obtbkesithat some biographees
read to or heard from their teachers. For exampled ar-Réaman ibn Ahmad ibn‘Umar

ibn Shukr heard a book entitlegha (il by Imam Ahmad!* ‘Uthman read it asdilue

w2 *? While listing the books and thegza’ that Abd ar-Raman ibn Ibihim ibn ‘Abd

All ah al-Fardi heard from his teacherd)thman could not figure out the book &1-

Mab ‘ath of Hisham ibn ‘Ammar and left a blank spac@In the biography ofAbd ar-
Raman ibn Isna ‘1l ibn Ahmad ibn‘Abd Allah al-Maqdis, ‘Uthman reproduced a part of
theisnazd which is attached to the biography and missedetkieof theHadith.** In

another biographyUthman could not read this statemené s »sis s s and added a

11 Biography no. 133.

12 ‘Uthman, Mu jam ash-Shaykhah Maryarp. 133.

13 Biography no. 134,Uthman, Mu jam ash-Shaykhah Maryam. 134.
14 Biography no. 135Uthman, Mu jam ash-Shaykhah Maryam. 135.
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blank area followed by the wosd;.*® In the biography ofAbd ar-R&man ibn
Muhammad ibn Magtr al-Jawhar, ‘Uthman reproduces the followinignad:

c‘)mu.\.lmu.\)u:\J‘)Ai“ﬁl;:\u.\ﬁ;‘)nmhﬁisyh})wwdmwwj\mhﬁi
copshall Al ae o sall calall gf Lyl sV el Gsle G dame o deals (AL de G deae Byl

O:;sj‘)uo..\t._\:\:.ﬁ:}c?ghb,\‘\@?megacu:\j:ﬂiﬁimz:sgudu\wmiwwmiﬁiu‘ﬁi‘
”...g.hb’d\ Saa e caan (phlae e elhe o ay e Aad

as

Lpal ane 0 dane o Wl e 0 <) s Lyl la) Hseaie 0 e 0 Gansl) 2o Lyl

w...g;_ul.d\ Daa e caaa eilee e celhae G e e el e Ldens

In his reproduction we can notice thethman read the name oAbd ar-R&aim ibn
Yahya as'Abd al-Kaim ibn Yéaya. He missed the first name @dmar ibn Mthammad
ibn Ma'mar. After the first 2 persons in tiead he missed seven persons.

By now it becomes clear that there is a dire needah authentic edition of the
the manuscript as the original author wrote it.

After surveying most of the manuscript cataloguesilable at Leiden University
Library and other online sources, | became sure tthere is indeed only copy of the
manuscript which is available only a@Dal-Kutub al-Mgriyyah. Therefore, the task of
editing the text is very painstaking work.

In the Arabic text, | have inserted the punctuationreasons of clarity. | also
numbered the biographies in order to facilitaterefices. | traced all th¢adiths quoted
in the Mufjam from famousHadith collections, and located the biographies sh-A
Shaykhah Maryam'’s teachers in famous biographickéaions. If dates of death of the
teachers are not provided in thMujam, they are completed from other sources in the
notes. In the Arabic edition, | made three appesxjiche first for Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam's teachers, the second for Heiths extracted in th#u jam, and the third for
Hadith collections mentioned in thdu jam.

1.3. Biography of the Copyist®

A clear copy of theMu jam was made by suf ibn Skahin. His full name was
Yasuf ibn Ahmad ibn Al Bakr ibn Slahin al-Kark al-Masr1 al-Hanbai. His lagab was
Janal ad-Din Abia al-Mahasin. He is known simply as Sidbn Hajar (Ibn Hajar's
grandson) or ¥Wsuf as-Sih He was the son of IbHajar's daughter, Zayn Ktun'® (d.

15 Biography no. 137,Uthman, Mu jam ash-Shaykhah Maryam. 137.

16 Biography no. 140.

“Uthman, Mu jam ash-Shaykhah Maryam. 138.

8This biographical sketch is based on as-$akhal-Jawzhir, 12131218; as-Saktawi, ad-Daw’, 10:313-
7; as-Suyiti, Nazm al-‘Agyan fi A'yan al- ‘Ayan, 1:61; al-Zirikl1, al-A‘lam, 8:234; Kahhalah, Mujam al
Mu’allif n, 13:304; and al-Kattani, Fihris, 2:1139-1141. Also his biography can be found inh&mmad
ibn ‘AlT ibn Muhammad ash-Shawhki, al-Badr a-7ali * bi Makasin man bali al-Qarn as-@bi‘, ed.
MuhammadHasanHallaq (Beirut: Car Ibn Kathr, 2006), 907.

9 For her biography, see as-Sakin, al-Jawzhir, 12081209; as-Saktawi, ad-Daw', 12:51.
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833/1429), and the Mamluk official Siin al-Ala’t (d. 860/1455%° Yasuf was born in
Cairo in 828/1425. According to as-Sauh, he grew up and lived a luxurious life under
his grandparents' carea3uf's father was a Mamluk officer and belongech®Hanafite
School of law. Yasuf was raised in the military tradition, becamso#ier, and mastered
archery? Yasuf grew up as alanafite; but at the age of twenty he changed to the
Shafi ‘ite School of law. A few years later, he gave up thilitary uniform and wore the
clothing of scholaré? Like many other scholars, he began his educatien\ery young
age. While Yasuf was receiving his military education, his griatider simultaneously
had him educated in the religious sciences. Hemddaseveralj azzahsof Hadith for him,
encouraged him to he&fadth from many scholars such asafipl-Balisiyyah, and had
him attend his own lectures, as w&llHe was given several religious appointments in
some of the religious institutions at Cairo. He veapointed as &lacith teacher at al-
Bibarsiyyah madrasa. He was also appointed akh##é of Wal ad-Din Mosque, then
as theShaykhof al-Mazhariyyah madrasa when it was first openester he headed
Mashyakhat at-Taawwuf at the Qarqush endowment in Kin as-Safh. He performed
the pilgrimage during his grandfather's life. Aftes grandfather's death he embarked on
studying the discipline of the laws of inheritanegth Abt al-Jid al-Malik1 (d.
863/1459Y* He also studied prosody withhfad al-Ubbatl (d. 860/1455%> He was
appointed in the position ofazir (inspector) of al-Manitumiriyyah madrasa. At that
time, he read some books with al-Bamhibn Khidr (d. 852/1448f and al-Badr ibn al-
Qatan (d. 879/14743.7 He also readat-Tahdhb with his grandfather. In addition, he
studied some of the books which he copied withgresidfather. As-Salawi tells us that
Ibn Skahin used to go with him and his colleagues to thesbmf al-1zz ibn al-Fuat (d.
851/1448%° and they used to read some books with some ofjisat Hadith scholars
who attended the sessions such as al-Zaynb@nhaAbd ar-Raim al-Murawi and as-
Suwayi. As-Sakhawi also tells us that 6uf ibn Skahin devoted himself to the study of
Hadith. According to the same source, he also had @bé bf copying some of the texts
of which his grandfather had made the first dfaferom the sources which cover lbn
Hajar's biography, | came across a reference tce thomks which Ibn Siin copied
from his grandfather's works. The titles incluRlad’ al-Mujrim fr adh-Dhabb‘an ‘Ir4 al-
Muslim or Rad‘ al-Mujrim ‘an Sabb al-Muslini® Al-Arban al-‘4liyyah li Muslim ‘ala
al-Bukhar f7 Sahihayhimi or ‘Awal al-lmam Muslim®' and at-Tatabbu bi- Sifat al-

20 For her biography, see as-Saki, Ad-Daw’, 2:169.

2 sabri Khaled Kawashbn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini, A Study of the Background, Education and Caréeamo

‘Alim in Egypt."Ph.D. diss., Princeton University, 1969 .,64vould like to thank Dr. Abdul Mawgoud

2D2ardery of South Valley University for copying tissertation from the Princeton University microfd.
Ibid.

23 |bid. 64-65.

24 Dawiid ibn Sulaynan ibn Hasan ibnAbd Allah. For his biography, see as-Saki ad-Daw’, 3:211.

% For his biography, see as-Sakwh, ad-Daw’, 3:180.

28 For her biography, see as-Sai, ad-Daw’, 1:25, Kahalah, Mu jam al-Muallifin, 1:28-29

27 For her biography, see as-Saki, ad-Daw’ , 9:248-251.

8 For his biography, see as-Sawh, ad-Daw’, 4:186-88.

29 As-Saklawi, ad-Daw’, 10:315. (The numberirig vol. 10 is according to ash-Shamela Library).

30'MSS, Fihris al-Khaanah at-Tayrariyyah, No. 429. BrockelmaniGeschichte, Der Arabischen Litertur

(Leiden, 1949), Supp. 2, No. 86, 76.

¥1 MSS, Al-Khizanah at-Tayrariyyah, 421, see Skir Mahmiud ‘Abd al-Muniim, Ibn Hajar Al- ‘Asqalin,

239, note 5.
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Mutamati.®? To these we are allowed to add Hajar's Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
on the basis of the data discussed earlier irctrapter.

As-Sakhawi said that Yisuf ibn Skahin used to copy for himself and for others
and sometimes let himself be paid for tHigdis handwriting was of a poor quality and
brought him criticism from his contemporarfésThe drafts that Ibn $hin copied
included Dhayl at-Taqyd bi-marifat ruwat as-Sunan wal-Aid> of Aba a-Tayyib
Muhammad ibn Amad al-Makk al-Fast (d. 832/1428); Hugiq al-Jir*® of adh-Dhahat)
and al-Baytitah, a collection of Prophetidiadths compiled by Ab al-‘Abbas
Muhammad as-Satyin 312/942. The short work @fl-Baytutah containing 41Hadiths,
was copied by Ibn Shin in Cairo in 850/1448 He also copie@l-Adab al-Mufradof
al-Bukhari®® the Juz of Ibn ‘Amshaiq of Abi a-Tayyib Ahmad ibn‘Ali al-Jafari,*® and
a large portion ofthaf al-Maharahof Ibn Hajar

Ibn Stehin is credited with the authorship of the followingrks: Rawnaq al-
Alfaz bi-Mujam alHuffaz, al-Majmi * an-Nafs bi Mujam Athz Ibn Idris, al-Fawa'id
al-Wafiyyah bi-Tarb Tabaqit as-Sifiyyah an-Nupim al-Zahirah bi-Akhlkar Qudat Misr
wal-Qazhirah, Rayy alZam'an minSafi al-Zilalah bi-Takhij Azadith ar-Risizlah, Buligh
ar-Rajz’ bil-Khurab ‘ala Huraf al-Hija’, Minkat al-Kiram bi Shak Bulzgh al-Mam@m,
an-Naf al- 4mm bi Khuab al-Amm andTa'if al-Qadr bi laylat al-Qadi*! In addition
to this list, al-Katini adds two more book&ayan as-Sina ‘ah bi ‘Ashr min Ahab Ibn
Jami ‘ah, andTajrid Ruli iyyat Sunan at-Tirmidh*? Most of these works have survived,
but they are still in MS form.

Ibn Stehin is credited also with iz’ in which he collected the names of the
teachers who granted him gazah As-Saklawi certainly saw thiguz’ as he pointed out
some mistakes in some names in it, the repetitioeome names, missinggabs of
famous figures, and so 8hAs-Saklawi also tells us that Ibilajar had completed half
of adh-Dhahais Tabagit al-Huffaz and asked him to complete it. Ibnaitn completed
it after his grandfather's death and he entitlé&bivnaq al-Aliz bi Mujam alHuffaz. He
asked al-Bulgqi (d. 868/1463) to write an introduction for the kodéccording to As-
Sakiawi, al-Bulgini discovered that Ibn $hin plagiarized many parts of his
grandfather's original work. lIbn &fin also aroused as-Sakii's ire by presuming to

32 There are two versions of the book, one accortbrifpe Skfi ‘T madhhaband the other is according to
the Hanaf madhhab The second one was written by IHajar especially for his grandson when the latter
performed pilgrimage. As-SakWi said that he saw this copy withaduf ibn Skahin in his handwriting.
As-Sakhawi, al-Jawzhir, 692.

33 As-Sakfawi, ad-Daw’, 10:313.

34 Kawash |bn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini, 65, as-Sakiwi, ad-Daw’, 10:317.

% MSS, mir al-Kutub al-Miriyyah (Reference Number: 198). It has been editeed. Kanal Yisuf al-
Hat (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyyah, 1990).

% The original manuscript is preserved at Kopriilirary, Istanbul, (Reference Number: 3/1584). Tligre
a copy at Méhad al-Maklatat (Tasawwuf 138,Hadith 256).

37 Yehoshua Frenkel, "Women in Late Mamluk Damasnutké Light of Audience Certificatesgmi ‘at),"

in Egypt and Syria in the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mamiirks eds. U. Vermeulen and J. Van Steenbergen
(Uitgeverij Peeters: Leuven- Dudey, MA, 2005), 412.

¥ MS, Istanbul, Faid Efendi, No. 259.

39 MsS, Dar al-Kutub al-Miriyyah (Reference number: 1558).

“0MsS, Asifiyyah Library, India.

41 As-Sakfawi, Ad-Daw’, 10:317.

*2 Al-Kattani, Fihris, 2:1139-1140.

3 As-Sakhawi, Al-Jawzhir, 1226.
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correct alleged mistakes in his grandfathes al-lsr ‘an Quiat Misr. According to As-
Sakhawi, Ibn Shahin abridged the book, claiming that his grandfattidrnot include all
the biographies of the judges concerned. Accortbngs-Saklawi, Ibn Stahin had also
said that the length of some biographies in hisdfi@her's work was unbalanced and
that there were no references to the sources frdnichwhis grandfather took the
information about certain biographi&sOn the basis of the materials available to me, |
am unable to assess the truth of the accusatiamcHad by As-Sakdwi against Ibn
Shahin. As far as | can see, his work in preparing arcleopy of theMufjam Ash-
Shaykhah Maryardoes not reveal any indications of the attitudebatted to him by as-
Sakhawi.

Ibn Stahin’s first wife was the sister of Wiahd-Din ibn Taq ad-Din al-Bulgni
and she bore him many of his children. Many pedpéened him for this marriage
because he was not on good terms with her. Thexeloey decided to separate. After the
divorce, he traveled to Syria on behalf of his @fevand her sister to settle an inheritance
issue. During this sojourn, he learrigddth from famous scholars thefeHe set out for
his second pilgrimage trip during the life of hisugdmother in 861/1456. In 879/1474 he
married the daughter 6Abd al-Barr ibn ash-Shhah?® At the end of his life, Ibn Sihin
is reported to have mishandled many affairs. Heaisl to have sold the house of his
grandfather, bought another one, and finally sdié nhew house to himself and
demolished it. In the end, he is said to have becomerloaded with debts and to have
sold many of his properties and many of his presioooks’’

To sum up, Yisuf Ibn Skahin received instruction in various branches of Istam

learning for a lengthy period of time and from mdamous scholars of his day. He made
something of a name for himself as a scholar, buidrdly fulfilled his grandfather's

hope for a success&tin spite of this, he was, Kawash argues, the onlyof the
descendants of IbHajar who took an interest in learning. When he de899/1493, the
scholarly tradition in the family of IbHajar came to an erfd.

*bid., 1215-1216.

**bid., 1214.

“8 For his biography, see as-Saw, ad-Daw’, 4:33-35.

*bid., 1218.

8 F. Rosenthal,. "Ibiiajar al-Askalani* Encyclopaedia of IslarrEdited by: P. Bearman , Th. Bianquis ,
C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel and W.P. Heinrichs. illBr 2007. Brill  Online.
UNIVERSITEITSBIBLIOTHEEK LEIDEN. 06 March 2007
<http://www.encislam.brill.nl/subscriber/entry?entislam_SIM-3178>

9 Kawash |bn Hajar al- ‘Asqakini, 65.
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Chapter Two

Authorship, Composition, and Contents

2.1. Authorship

The biographical dictionaries do not disclose aetails about the circumstances
in which theMu jam was written. All the works that deal with the biaghy of IbnHajar
and his works mention thBlufjam as one of his works. Other sources attribute the
compilation of theMu jam to IbnHajar. For example, al-Katti in hisFihris al-Faharis
mentions théVlu jam and attributes its compilation to Itifajar® The text also appears in
a list of IbnHajar's works in several biographies, which leadthé&conclusion that it is
indeed his compilation. Also, Brockelmann clasdesMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
among IbnHajar's writings> While covering works omMu jams and Mashyakhahsas-
Saktawi, Ibn Hajar's student, in higl-I 1an has a list of such works, among which he
mentions IbnHajar as having compiled his owvu jam and those of at-TaRkhi, al-
Qibabi, Maryam al-Adhrdyyah, and other3.In addition, as-Suyi in his Nazm Al-
‘lgyan mentions theMu jam among the books written by Iifajar’ Some sources refer
to this Mujam as al-Mujam lil-Hurrah Maryam® In most of the biographical
dictionaries which deal with the life of Ash-ShagkhMaryam there is a reference to a
Mu jam compiled by IbnHajar for her in one volume. Indirect internal evide can be
found in the dates which are recorded in the fElxe latest of these falls within the first
ten years of the ninth Muslim century, which cottes with the period when Iddajar
was in his thirties, and so allows for Ilbfajar's authorship. Some sources confuse the
Mujam of Shaykhah Maryamith the so-calledlusnad Amat Allh Maryam® As the
manuscript appears in a list of IGfajar's works in several biographies, it is safe to
conclude that it is indeed his compilation. Thisinsaddition to the evidence of the
manuscript we discussed in the previous chapter.

! Al-Kattani, Fihris, 1: 321.

2 BrockelmannGeschichte der Arabischen Litterap8up |1, 76.

% Franz RosenthalA History of Muslim HistoriographyLeiden: E. J. Brill, 1968), 452, see the Arabic
translation: Franz Rosenthdll-I 1an bi at-Tawlkh liman dhamma atdFikh, trans. 8lih Ahmad al-Al1
(Beirut: Mu’assasat ar-Rifah, 1986), 224.

* Jall ad-Din as-Sugiti, Nazm Al-Igyan ff A'yan al-Ayan, ed. Philip Hitti (Beirut: al-Maktabah al-
1Imiyyah, 1927), 1:76.

® See Shams adi® Muhammad ibn'Abd ar-Raman ibn Muhammad as-Salwi, Al-Jawzhir wad-Durar

fr Tarjamat Shaykh al-18m lbn Hajar, ed. Ibehim Bajis ‘Abd al-Majid, vol. 2 (Beirut: Gir Ibn Hazm,
1999), 670; as-Suyat, Nazm Al-‘lyan fr A'yan al-A'yan, 76, Shkir Mahmad ‘Abd al-Mun'im, |bn Hajar
Al-‘Asgalin wa dirasit Musannafitin wa manhajihi wa maaridihi f7 kitab al-lsabah (Baghdad: Br ar-
Risalah lit-Tiba‘ah, 1978), 494.

® Musnad Amat Allh Maryam ed. Majd as-Sayyid Ibthim (Cairo: Maktabat al-Quin, n.d.) Within the
edition, the editor defines Amataii Maryam as Maryam biriAbd ar-Raman ibn Ahmad ibn‘Abd ar-
Rahman. While the MS bears this titld§z min Riwzyat Amatulizh bint Ab al-Qasim ibn ‘Abd ar-Ra&man
ibn ‘Abd Alkzh ibn ‘Al7 al-Qurash). So, the text is not Blusnadand does not belong to Maryam whose
biography is provided in the edition. For more dwistseeQirg’ah Mulimah # Musnad Amat Adih
Maryam(Accessed January 15, 2011)
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2.2. Composition

The termTakhij found on the title page ®flu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryahas to
be understood in the sense that Ash-Shaykhah Mamade available to IbHajar the
sani ‘at (the protocols of reading sessions which were @ddea text), and thgazahs
(the certificates which she possessed and cherishddwhich conferred upon her the
right to transmit a text and teach it). IHajar, in his turn, collected these materials, read
them and studied them well. From the raw mateti@ssorted out the names of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam's teachers, and extractechadéh or more that she heard from each
teacher which he listed after the teacher's bidgraplot all entries are followed by a
Hadth from the biography. He then traced the oftiseids of the samdladith in the
sources.

As Frenkel noted, the information gathered from $laew ‘at sheds additional
light on the data preserved in historical sourcgesnfEgypt and Syria and the picture
emerging from biographical dictionaries and legadords. Thessamni ‘at reveal a civil
culture where the public exhibition of devoutnesshte Islamic way of life and behavior
was the normf. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’sami ‘at and ijazahs are very important for
reconstructing the learning tradition and for ewadihg her position inHadith
transmission, as they give a better insight indeenmunity than other accounts.

With regard to the details of each biography, @ms that these were provided by
Ibn Hajar himself and he reproduced them in the firss@e, i.e. as if Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam had written the text. In Idfajar's introduction to hiad-Durar, he enumerated
his sources and mentioned thkl jams of his teachers among them. As Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam was one of his teachers, this explains #w that introduced many entries
mentioned in heMu jam, though there is no direct reference to it. Peshap are even
allowed to suppose that IbHajar compiled the varioudlujams of his teachers,
including theMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryanm order to use them afterwards as a source
for hisDurar. This may also be the reason why he, as far devaw, never cared for the
preparation of a fair copymubayydah). It was only IbnHajar's grandson d6uf ibn
Shehin, who made a fair copy of the draft of kel jam which may have been the only
manuscript of the text that ever existed. As thlmwoon indicates, he did this in the
month of Rab al-Awwal in 872/1467, sixty-seven years after Afmykhah Maryam's
death and twenty years after IHajar's death.

At the end of the manuscript, there is a colophat tontains, as said earlier, the
copyist'slaqab, the date on which he completed the copying, d agea copy of the
original colophon of the author, Iddajar, stating when he had started and finished the
compilation of theMu jam. Ibn Hajar started the compilation in the month of Rd#nan
803/1400 and finished the work in the same montihefsame year, i.e. two years before
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's death. As-Sakhconfirmed this date of compilation in ha&
Jawzhir,® which means that he must have been acquaintedthétMu jam, which is
another clear confirmation of Idajar’'s authorship.

"Yehoshua Frenkel, "Women in Late Mamluk Damascd20,
8 As-Saktawi, al-Jawgzhir, 670.
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2.3. Ibn Hajar's Sources

It is unlikely that IbnHajar could have gathered data on almost 319 pessualy
from his teacher's knowledge, without consultinghest persons or sources with
information on the people included in thiel jam or from other biographical sources. lbn
Hajar did indeed use certain sources. Of these,d@®mentioned by name:

1. Muhammad ibn Amad ibn‘Uthman ah-Dhalabi (d. 748/1347), a well-known
teacher of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam, is cited many tiraeshaving mentioned some
persons in his owmMu jam’. In almost all instances in which Ibfajar quotes adh-
Dhahals, he uses the phrased kataba‘anhu (anhz)" *° or "wa dhakaraht}, which
indicates that he consulted the written materialtHree biographies, he quotes adh-
Dhahald as commenting on the biograpHéén one case, IbHajar quotes adh-Dhatib
judgment on a certaiHadith.® It is clear that all references are made to adaHabi's
own Mu jam; there is, for instance, no referenceStgar Alam an-Nubai .

2. Qub ad-On ‘Abd al-Kafm alHalak (d. 735/1335), who is known to be the
author of "a copious history of Egypt which, if wiere complete would fill twenty
volumes; the final draft of the section on thefdmmads filled four volumes .*Qub
ad-Din alHalal is cited twice by name for the biographies of Huna ibn Zafir ibn
Muhammad ibrHamn®d al-Qablani (d. 724/1324F and Mthammad ibn Zakariyyah ibn
Yahya ibn Masid ibn Ghunaymah ibfiUmar &-Suwayd'i al-Qurash (d. 726/1326}°
Ibn Hajar says that difalali composed aujam of his own teachers which included
1300 biographies. He also compiled a collectiofodfy Hadths, each of which had nine
persons in its chain of transmission.

3. Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Yisuf ibn Mthammad ibn Ab Yadas al-
Birzali (d. 739/1338) is cited as IBfajar's source for the biographies of six teachdrs.
almost all instances, IbHajar uses the phraseyd dhakarahu al-Bir@i fi mujamih.”
The worddhakaraindicates that Ibiiajar consulted the written materials of al-Bliz

4. Ibn Rifi* as-Salimi (d. 774/1372), known as the author afWafayit,'® is
cited as Ibriajar's source in thirteen biographtésn one occasion, IbHajar cites the
khat of Ibn Rafi©, which may indicate that he had seen his ndtes.

It is possible that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was fami#&h the personal notes of
some of her teachers and that she providedHajar with these notes in one way or

® Mu jam ash-Shugkh, ed. Mthammad alHabib al-Hilah (T3’if: Maktabat a-Siddig, 1988).

19 See biography no. 83.

1 See biography 119.

12 See biographies no. 14, 104, and 282.

13 See biography no. 45. Th#adith reads: Igra’ al-Qur’ana f sab' wa Iz tazid ‘ala dhalik", (Read the
Quran in seven days and do not increase on this).-Bldahab says "ThisHacith has a good chain of
transmission." Adh-DhahatMu jam ash-Siyukh 1:129

1% |bn Hajar, ad-Durar al-Kaminah 2:398, quoted from Donald P. Little, {/afad as Biographer of his
Contemporaries," irEssays on Islamic Civilization Presented to NiyBerkes ed. Donald P. Little
(Leiden: Brill 1976), 200.

15 See biography no. 47.

16 See biography no. 237.

" See biographies no. 8, 11, 106, 119, 132, and 144.

18 The Wafayyit has been edited by $alMahd ‘Abbas and published by Massast ar-Rigah, Beirut,
1982.

19 See biographies no. 86, 87, 88, 90, 105, 108,100,111, 113, 114, 117, and 119.

%0 See hiography no. 218.
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another. In more than one occasiorsaa * or anijazah of hers is quoted as having
contained the expressiorkdmz kataba bi-khaihi”. In these occasions, thdnay refers
to the signature of the Shaykh at the end of théficate. These teachers include: al-
Wwani,”* Qub ad-On alHalali, > Ahmad ibn All Jdfar ibn Mihammad aHalatr,>
Balban ibn ‘Abd Allah as-Suadi,?* al-Hasan ibn‘AlT ibn Muhammad ibn aHmad,®
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Alf ibn ‘Umar ibn Shibl a&Santgji,*® ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Al1 ibn ‘Abd
al-Malik,?” “Ali ibn al-Fall ibn Rawihah?® ‘Umar ibn Mthammad ibn Yhya*
Muhammad ibn Ibthim ibn Haydarah al-Qamah,*® Muhammad ibn Amad ibn Al al-
Husayn as-Siy1,*! Muhammad ibn Bafit al-Qurash®? Muhammad ibn Zakariyyah ibn
Yahya,*®* Muhammad ibn Sih ibn Rifi‘ah?* Muhammad ibn‘Abd al-Wahlab ibn
Murtada,*® and Ydqab ibn Ishaq ibn Ibiahim al-Kuft.*®

In only two occasions, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam citesija@ah by murasala
(correspondence) that she provided to Hajar who used it in th&lujam>’ In one
biography, IbnHajar quotes a commentary made by Khmad-Din al-Zamalkni on
Hamzah ibn Agsad ibn alMuzaffar®® Abi Muhammad aHalali is guoted once as a
reference for the biography ofhfad ibn Al Jafar ibn Mthammad aHalal.® Ibn
Hajar cites Ibn as-Saani (probably hisKitab al-Angib) once to give the exact spelling
of al-Qimmani, anisbahof Muhammad ibrHasan ibn Ibithim ibn alHlasan al-Arart al-
Qimman.*° This variety of sources explains to a great exteatvariety of IbnHajar's
subject matter and his ability to record detailefbimation on more than three hundred
persons.

2.4. Structure and Contents

The Mu jam includes a total of three hundred and twenty-foiographies with a
few repetitions; to be exact, three hundred andeteen without repetitiorfs. The

2 Biography no. 2.

22 Bjography no. 4.

2 Biography no. 9.

24 Bijography no. 72.

% Bjography no. 85.

% Biography no. 128.

27 Bjography no. 155.

28 Bjography no. 177.

# Biography no. 190.

%0 Biography no. 204.

31 Biography no. 218.

%2 Biography no. 229.

% Biography no. 237.

3 Biography no. 21.

% Biography no. 254.

% Biography no. 314.

37 See the written permission sent to Maryam by &achiers Mhammad ibnilUmar ibn Ahmad ibn‘Umar
al-Munbaj (biography no. 262), and Mammad ibn Yisuf ibn ‘Al1 ibn Yasuf ibn Hayyan al-Andalus
(biography no. 297).

% Biography no. 90.

%9 Biography no. 9.

“0 See biography no. 231.

“1 The repeated biographies are 152, 153, 174, 2it3323.
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biographies vary in length from the mere mention rafmes? to very detailed

biographical records. The total number of those atgomentioned by name only is forty.
Some of them are well-known scholars such as adih8i#f® and al-Mizz,** but many
others are not of the same fame.

The Mu jam includes the biographies of two hundred and nimefe teachers
and twenty-eight female teachers. The women bidgespare not in a separate volume,
but they are placed with those of men, a pointhatv] will come back later.

The format of the first four biographies is diffatefrom the rest of the
biographies. TheMu jam provides each of these biographies with a titbe, éxample,
with the titleash-Shaykh alAwwal (the first teacher). Then it starts each of theith &
sample of thédadiths which Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heard from the teachacerned.
The number oHadths quoted ranges from one to eiglddths. In some cases, another,
shorterisnad of the samed]adith is provided. The first four biographies belowngAsh-
Shaykhah Maryam's main teachers with whom she eddudiiost. They are Aibal-Fah
Muhammad ibn Mdammad ibn Ikihim al-Maydimi (d. 754/1353), Ab al-Hasan'Al1
ibn ‘Umar al-Wani (d. 727/1326), Ab An-Nun Yanus ibn Ib&him ad-Dabhsi (d.
729/1328), and Albb Muhammad Abd al-Kafm ibn Munr al-Halala (d. 735/1335).

The Mu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam misses a very importannheld that was
common in previoudlu jams Ibn Hajar did not list the books or tlagza’ that she heard
from her teachers or read in their presence. As=@amfor instance, says in the
introduction to his owrMu jam: "And | mention the books and tltegza’ that | heard
from them (i.e. his teachers). | also mention thenes of those from whom | heard a
certain book ojuz’ with a chain of transmission that reaches theirmaigauthor.*® Ibn
Hajar, however, deviated from this practice in kig’jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryart. is
possible that his main purpose in compiling tiig'jam was that he wanted to use these
data yielded by it for hisd-Durar al-Kamirzh, and that he was less interested in the
intellectual life of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam.

After the first four biographies, the biographies arranged alphabetically. The
letter alif covers the first 23 folios beginning with the na&kiemad and ending with the
name Ayyib. The Mujam provides section titles for the names of eacledetf the
alphabet. Thus, at the beginning of the names haginwith the letterza’, the Mu jam
usesal-ha’ or harf al-ha’. The Mu jam compiles those who have the same first name in
one group and gives it the tittean ismuhu... "those named..." for male teachers and
man ismuh for female teachers. If there are no teachersetinbluded under a certain
letter, theMu jam indicates that there are no records of namesrgjasith that letter, for
instance:ar-Rz’u khilin (the letterra’ is blank)* Under the lettemim, the Mu jam
begins with those named Mammad to draw the Prophet's blessings. Okuhlyahsthe
Mu jam has a section on those nicknamedi Bakr.

Also the structure of biographies differs. Aftevigg the teacher’s name with its
variants, IbnHajar lists the masters from whom the informatiod baen transmitted and

2 See biographies no. 7, 26, 43, 49, 55, 63, 6997993, 96, 160, 183, 185, 200, 205, 207, 208, 213,
223, 232, 239, 240, 247, 250, 268, 270, 272, 278, 287, 288, 300, 309, 310, 317, 318, 319, and 321
3 See biography no. 213.

“4 See biography no. 317.

% Muwafaq ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd alQadir (ed.), al-Muntakhab min M{jam Shuykh asSamiani
(Riyadh: 0ar ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1996), 114.

“® Fol. 30/a.
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his students who, in turn, transmitted it. Follogvithis list of masters and students, he
extracts dladth or two from the collections that Ash-Shaykhahrj4an heard or read in
the presence of her teacher, so that the chasn@d might not be broken, i.e. thenad
goes all the way back to the Prophet. The extaehot limited tdladths, as there is a
reference in some entries to some verses of pastwyell?’ Following the extract, Ibn
Hajar assesses thi#adth and locates it in thHadith collections. In addition, Ibklajar
comments on some of them. To distinguish this @t information, he began with the
word qultu "I said”, indicating that the statement that falfoto the end of the entry is his
own. In many cases, thdu jam gives theisnad through which Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
transmitted a certaifiadith, while theHadith itself is missind® This may be seen as
omissions of the author or of the copyist.

The biographical notices in tHdu jam follow a more or less standard pattern.
The following elements are the main focus of eadygraphy: (a) the name of the
mukadditimuzaddithah his/hernisbah and his/heikunyah (b) a list of the teachers
from whom the biographee heard or régatiths, and a list of the books he/she studied
or heard from them; (c) whether he transmittatith to others or not, as well as the
books he wrote; the biographee's social statuspal#ions he/she held, etcetera; (d) the
birth date and death date of the biographee. Mbsh® data are available in each
biography, but one or more may be missing. The alwata are usually presented in the
same order. Some data may precede others. Whasemied is the general methodology
adopted in thévu jam. In many entries, Ibilajar records the full name based on earlier
sources or on what people commonly knew about ibgrépheé?® This shows lbn
Hajar's thoroughness because of his access totheespor that he had a huge library. In
what follows | will give some further details orighmethodology.

The Mufjam gives the name of the biographee, and sometimess gihe
biographee a title that shows his scholarly positiike ash-Shayktor al-lmam before®
or afteP* his name. Sometimes, the title is given in therclud transmitting theHadith
that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heard from the teachecaroed? Sometimes théu jam
gives more than one title, such alslmam al-‘Allgmah® al- ‘Alam al-Kabr**, or al-
‘Allamah al-Bir7* al-Mutafannin al-Adb al-Baligh.>® Of the frequent titles ara-Hafiz,*®
al-Fagih,>’ al-Fagih al-Fadil > al-Adib,>® etcetera. Then follow phrases that indicate the

" See, for example, biographies no. 3 and 48.
“8 See biographies no. 4, 6, 13, 27, 42, 46, 98, 108, 123, 164, 167, 169, 173, 216, 220, 225, 258,
and 289.

9 See, for example, biography no. 177.

°0 See biography no. 4.

°1 See hiography no. 80.

%2 See biographies no. 20, 27, and 48.

%3 See hiography no. 123.

*4 See biography no. 297.

% See biography no. 282.

*% See biography no. 4.

" See hiography no. 163.

%8 See hiography no. 305.

%9 See hiographies no. 37, 40, 162, and 262.
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religious or worldly positions which the biographkeld, such asl-Qadi,?° Qadr al-
Qudah,** al-Muft,®? Shaykh ash-Sfi iyyah®® an-Nadb,®* and so on.

Then may follow thdagab of the biographee, such gz ad-0On° Sharaf ad-
Din%® ‘Alam ad-0On.%’ Burhan ad-0On,%® ‘Afif ad-Din%° etcetera. After théagab may
follow the kunyahof the biographee, such as iAMuhammad, Ala Ahmad, Al al-
Hasan, Aln Masud, and so on. Sometimes, tihdufjam gives two kunyahsif the
biographee is known by both, such asiAkluhammad and Ab ‘Awanah/® Aba
Muhammad and A al-Fall,"* and Ali Ya‘la and Al al-Muzaffar.?> Next in usual
order may be a name by which the biographee is kn(itne shuhrah) The name is
preceded by phrases lilg-Ma rif bi-,"* al-Man‘t bi-"* or ‘urifa bi- (best known asy’
Then will follow the nisbah of the biographee, such as al-Baagid® al-Irbilt,”” ad-
Dimashg,”® al-Misr1,” al-‘Asgalni,?® al-Maqdis,®* etcetera. In two cases, théu jam
gives further details concerning thesbah In the biography of llahim ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Gharifi, Ibn Hajar says'wal-Gharrafi nisbatan i al-Gharraf min
a‘mal Wasiz."® In the biography of ¥suf ibn Mthammad al-M&lan, Ibn Hajar says
"wal-Ma ‘dari nisbatan it al-Ma‘dan bayna‘Abadin wa Asard."®® Next, in the most
usual order, comes thmadhhabof the biographee such ashagh,®* al-Hanbat?® al-
Hanaf,?® and al-Miliki.%’

Ibn Hajar also provides the profession of the biographsech as al-Khagy®®
adh-Dhahah® at-Tajir,® ad-Dalll,®* al-‘Attar,*? al-Muadhdhin®® ad-Dahfin®* a-
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Tatib,®® and al-Q&an.”® Sometimes, two professions are given, such ashajst al-
‘Allaf.°" Ibn Hajar may also give the profession in a phrase, Weekina tjiran,*®
yatagawwatu min naskhi yadif kana yatasabbabui fianit,'®° kana kharban'®* kana
walkilan,'%? or kana lahuhanit yaly “‘u fii al-hadid.*%®

Until this point, we were covering the first pafttbe biography. The second part
is concerned with the educational background ofkiographee. IbrHajar pays much
attention to this part, and considers it the cdréhe biography. He usually starts with
listing the teachers from whom the biographee h8adiths. IbnHajar lists the names of
these teachers in different ways. Sometimes, a namgwen along with th&unyah the
lagab and thenisbah such as al-@li Diya’ ad-Din Danyil,*** ‘Umar ibn Mthammad &
Tamani,'® Zak ibn alHasan al-Baylaini,'® al-Majd Mthammad ibn Ismil ibn
‘Asakir,’®” ‘Umar ibn Masar ibn Muhammad ibn Isaq al-Arsifi,'®® Aba al-Maali
Ahmad ibn I&aq al-Abradihi,**® and so on. However, in many cases, Hejar only
gives thelagab and thenisbahof the teacher such as ‘&z alHarmni,*'° An-Najib al-
Harmani,**! ar-Rashd al-Attar,**? and al-Migdid al-Qays'*® In some cases, he gives the
name only such ashnad ibn‘Abd ad-0x’im,*** Ibrahim ibn Khatl,*** and Mthammad
ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi.**® In a few cases, only theisbahis provided such as al-Bijird1,**’
al-Murg,*® al-Yaldani,**® and al-Karmani.**® Frequently mentioned teachers may be
referred to either without thelagab, or without theirkunyah or even without their first
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name or nisbah such as An-N#)'*' Ibn al-Bukfri,'?? Ibn alHatni,**®> and Ibn
‘Allag.

For reasons of abbreviation, Ibfajar tends to use the dual form when a certain
teacher has something in common with another. BPa@amele, Muwaffag ad-Di
Muhammad ibn‘Umar ibn ‘Abd Allah heardHadths from his two uncles &uf and
Muhammad. IbnHajar expresses this in the following manngamia min ‘ammay
walidih (he heard from his father's two uncles). Becahsdist of teachers from whom
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teachers heHatiths is sometimes very long, Idfajar, for
reasons of abbreviation as well, uses some phtasesalicate that the list goes on to
include other teachers suchvaa ghayrihim(and others}*wa gharyrihing,**° wa ajiza
lahu jamaah (a group of scholars granted him iadzal),'’ wa samia min jana ‘atin
akharm (and he heard from other scholaf$yva min jana atin siwzh (and from another
group other than this scholdff, wa jamaah (and a group}® fr akharn (among
others)'*! ff jama‘ah,**? wa khalq"**® min khalgin yailu dkikruhum3** andsamiat min
akharin,**®

The place where a certamuzaddith heardHadiths from his teachers is given in
some biographies, such asmia bi Baghdad®® samia bil-Qahirah,**" samia bi
Halab**® samia bil-Iskandariyyalt*® samia bi Dimashg*® samia bi ash-Shm**
samia bi Thaghri ‘Adan**? and samia bi Makkah'** Sometimes theMujam uses
sentences such agdima Dimashq ... fa safaibiha min*** wa rahala ila Dimashq fa
samia bihg min'* and gadima al-Ghira ... fa samia biha min**® In one case, the
Mufjam gives all the places where Abal-Fat al-Yamun heard Hadiths from his
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teachers in one sentence without mentioning theemnes. We read in his biograplwa
samia bil-Qahirah wa Dimashq wa &blis, wa Makkah wal-Iskandariyyah wa Bayt al-
Magqdis'*’ After mentioning the place, thdu jam gives the names of the teachers from
whom the biographee healfhdths.

Ibon Hajar was very accurate in mentioning the exact otketlof Hadith
transmission. Several expressions are used iMthgm, such asamia(t) (he/she heard
Hadiths from...)*® hadara(t) (he/she attended the assemblies of*’ pjaza lahu(l)
(so and so granted him/her gfizal), samia al-kathr bi-ifadat ‘ammih™*° samia bi-
ifadat akhh, ™! samia bi-ifadat khilih,**?> wa garaa bi-nafsih (he (himself) read such
and such before so and $8jandwa samiat bi-gira ’at mawtha.*** Then follows a list
of the books &jza’, arba‘mat, sudisiyyat, mashyakht, etcetera) which the biographee
heard or read before his/her teachers. The listooks helps researchers to reconstruct
the cultural and intellectual movement during Astaykhah Maryam's life.

The third part of the biography is concerned wité tjuestion whether the teacher
concerned used to transrhiadith to others or not. The frequent term used througthe
Mu jam is wa haddatha(t)(he/she transmitted). Some other formulas are, ssg0h asva
haddatha bil-katlr (he transmitted a lot oHadiths)®® haddatha gafman®*® wa
haddatha bi ghlibi marwiyatih,**” wa haddatha bi katfr min masni atih.**® Ibn Hajar,
sometimes, gives the name of a certdiadith collection which a certain teacher
transmitted along with the place where it was nadaFor example, we read in the
biography of Aamad ibn Al Talbi al-Hajjar "Wa haddatha bi a&-Sakikz akthara min
sitttna marratan bi Dimashq wal-hirah wa Mkr wa Hims wa Balabakk waHanvh
(he transmitted theSahiz more than sixty times in Damascus, Cairo,siMiHims,
Ba'labakk, anddamah).**

Sometimes, only the place associated with the rime&ssson of a certain teacher is
mentioned in theMujam. For example, we reawa haddatha bi Dimashq wal-
Qahirah,"*°wa haddatha bil-@hirah,'®* or wa haddatha bi Makkah®

Some of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teachers were farftousansmitting certain
books. For example;Abd alQadir ibn ‘Abd at‘Aziz ibn al-Adil (d. 737/1337)
transmitted the book aofis-Srah An-Nabawiyyahof Ibn Histam. He was the last to
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transmit it from Khab Mardi (d. 656/1258f°% ‘Abd Allah ibn Khalaf ibn‘Abd al-
Wahhib a-Sawwaf (d. 724/1324) heard the book af-Tawakkulby Ibn Al ad-Duny
from As-Silaf's grandson® He was the only one to transmit it from hifA.Sunjur ibn
‘Abd Allah al-&wilt (d. 745/1345) heard thdusnadof ash-Shfi ‘T from Diya’ ad-Din
Danyal*®® and transmitted it several timE€. ‘Abd al-Aziz ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir al-
Baghdidi transmitted his three-volumdashyashahwhich had been compiled by ash-
Sharit Isma‘1l.'®® Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Qazwini transmitted his
Mashyakhatwhich had been compiled by al-Bitz**® Muhammad ibn'Abd al-Mu min
ibn KT%Iaf ad-Dimyiti transmitted hisMashyakhahwhich had been compiled by his
father:

Also, the Mufjam features some personal collections Igadth. ‘Alt ibn
Muhammad ibn°AlT al-Hamadlani compiled for himself fortyHadiths and transmitted
them!’* Some other teachers were known for transmittiedy tashyakhahsvhich had
been compiled by their students.altim ibn ‘Abd a-Raiman al-Faari (d. 729/1329)
transmitted hisviashyakhatwhich had been compiled by AlSaid al-‘Ala’i.*"? Aba ar-
Rali* Sulaynan ibn ‘Umar al-Zaii (d. 734/1333) transmitted hidashyakhatwhich had
been compiled byAlam ad-On al-Birzli.!"® ‘Abd ar-Raman ibn Ibhim ibn ‘Abd
Allah al-Fadi (d. 732/1332) transmitted higlashyakhahwhich had been compiled by
Abi ‘Abd Allah ibn Sad.'”* On the other hand, some of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's
teachers transmitted tiMashaykhah®f their masters. Bmad ibn‘Abd ar-Raman ibn
Abi Bakr al-Wanit (d. 730/1330) heard frombinad ibn‘Abd ad-mx’im (d. 649/1251) his
Mashyakhatand transmitted it in Damascus and Cafro.

After mentioning the activities of the biographdien Hajar gives a list of the
biographee's well-known students who heéfadths from him. lbnHajar uses the
formulasamia minhu(so and so heatddadith from him) to signify this activity. In some
cases, lbnHajar mentions the names of the scholars who hémdths from the
biographeé’® In other cases, IbHajar sayssamia minhu jana ‘ah (a group of students
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165 See biography no. 125.

186 panyal ibn Mankali al-Kark (d. 696/1296). For his biography, se&lah ad-Din Khalil ibn Aybak a-
Safad, A‘yan al- ‘Asr wa Awan anNasr, ed. AlT Abi Zaydet al, (Damascus: Br al-Fikr, 1997) 2:340-1.
157 See biography no. 108.

158 See biography no. 145. For the biography ofafsnash Shiri ‘1, see IbrHajar,ad-Durar, 1:364 (914).
189 See biography no. 245. For the biography ofi Muhammad al-@sim ibn Mthammad al-Birzli see,
‘Abd alHayy ibn Ahmad ibn al‘imad, Shadhaiit adh-Dhahab ifakhhizr man dhahabeds.'Abd al-Cadir
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heardHadith from him)}}’” or samia minhu al-dimmah (leading scholars heatdadith
from him)*’® without mentioning the names.

Ibn Hajar shows much interest in adding a unique chariatt to the biographee.
This is illustrated, in some cases, when he uspsesgions likeva huwa (hiyaykhiru
man zaddatha ‘an (he/she was the last to narrate from so and sw)ekample, Zaynab
bint al-Kanal (d. 746/1345)° was the last to transmit from $ias-Silaf (d. 651/1253),
Yasuf ibn Khail ibn Qaraja ibn'Abd Allah ad-Dimashtj(d. 648/1250), Abd al-Khaliqg
ibn Anjab An-Nishtibt (649/1251) andAjibah bint Al Bakr Muhammad ibn G#lib al-
Baqdirt (d. 647/1249}%° Fatimah bint allzz Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Qudmah (d.
747/1347) was the last to narrate from both h¥amad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi (d.
658/1259%®* and Khaitb Mardi.!®? ‘Abd Allah ibn Khalaf ibn ‘Abd atWahtab a-
Sawwaf was the last in his town to narrate from tSds-Silaf through hearing his
Hadiths.

Another unique feature of some biographees is tieirg the only one to transmit
a certain book oHadth from a certain master. lddajar uses different expressions for
that. For example, we read a general term \ike tafarrad (he was the only one to
transmit from so and sof° In some biographies, the term is accompanied with
method of transmission, such aa tafarrada bi ar-Riwlyah ‘an shaykhihi bi as-Sam
wa ‘an akthari masfayikhihi bil-ijazzah'®* Ibn Hajar sometimes mentions that the
biographee was the only one to narrate some ofctilections which he heardya
tafarrada bi ashya min masni atih.*® The biographee is sometimes characterized by
being the only one to transmit many of tHadths which he heardya tafarrada bi
kathir min marwiyyitih.*%°

Another unique characteristic of some biographedbat they are the only ones
to narrate certaimjzz’ (small booklets) oHadith, wa tafarrada bi iddati ajzz’.*®’ Such
data help in distinguishing the unknown transmnsttekccording toHadith scholars, an
unknown transmitter is one from whom only one shideearsHadths. In Hadith
literature, several classical works had been writté sole narrators from a certain
teacher. This phenomenon is knownad&Vaidan. Imam Muslim wrote a book on this
genre and titled it Al-Munfaridat wal-Wakdan".*®® Abu al-Fah al-Azdi (d. 374/984)
wrote al-Makhzin f7 1lm al-Hadith.*®® This book is concerned mainly with the Prophet’s
Companions from whom only their sons or one of filowers ¢abi 2n) transmitted
Hadiths. In one case, we read thatiMmmad ibn Abal-Zahr al-Ghad1 (d. 737/1336)

177 See biography no. 120.
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" Eor the biography of Zaynab's role asmakaddithah see Asma Sayeed, "Women Hadith
Transmission” 71-94.
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was the only one to attend the lectures given byzal alHarmni (d. 686/1287Y° in
Damascud® In another case, we read that mmad ibn Ayyb ibn ‘AlT ibn Hazim
An-Nagb (d. 737/1337) was the only one to transmit theosd portion of the first
volume ofHaudith collection of Alli al-Husayn'Abd al-Bagi ibn Qani‘ (d. 351/962)-°2 In
terms ofHadith criticism, this is known afarrud, which is a controversial issue among
the scholars ofladith %

The Mufjam is a very valuable source for the educationalitutgtns in the
Mamluk period. In many biographies, litfajar gives the name of the school where a
certain biographee used to teach, suclwaslarrasa bi ad-Dawlayyah (he taught at the
ad-Dawldiyyah school)® and wa darrasah bil-Mankutmiriyyatthe taught at the al-
Mankutmiriyyah schoolj®® In some cases, the name of the school is not gierthe
position of teaching is onlg/ indicated, for instanwa darrasa bi‘iddat madris (he
taught in several schools), wa darrasa muddatanighe taught for some timéj’ wa
darrasa al4adith bi Misr (he taughHadith in Egypt)}*® wa darrasa wa-shtaharaituhu
(he taught and was of a good repdtéandwa darrasa bi Mir (he taught in Egypj*

If the teaching took place in a mosque or somewhbtse, this may also be indicated in
the Mu jam. Thus, we readva darrasa bi madwil al- 1zz bi Mir (he taught at the house
of al-1zz in Egypt)’* wa darrasa bi dmi‘ as-Saliz (he taught at the mosque of a
Salih),?°? andwa darrasa bi Thaghr al-Iskandariyyafie taught at the coastal city of
Alexandria)?®®

Ibn Hajar also gives the position aofiu7d (assistant to a master) held by some
biographees in the expressiea aada?* In some cases, the name of the school is given
as well: a‘ada bil-madrasatayn ash-Shiyyah wal-Qubiyyah?®® wa aada bil-
Madrasah as-Sayfiyyah bildBirah,?°® wa aada bil-Badra iyyah®®’ or wa aada bil-
Ashrafiyyat?f®
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1990), 1: 182-190.

19% see biography no. 279.

19 See biography no. 27.

197 See biography no. 123.

198 See biography no. 149.

199 See biography no. 163.

200 gee hiography no. 260.

201 gee biography no. 259.

202 gee biography no. 284.

203 5ee biography no. 231.

204 5ee biographies no. 20, 220, 279, and 307.

5 gee biographies no. 86. Al-@iyyah is a school established in Cairo bytQad-On Khusi ibn
Bulbul ibn Shuj® al-Hadalani in 570/1174. Tagad-Din Abhmad ibn‘AlT al-Magqfzi, Al-Mawa iz wal-
| ‘tibar bi-dhikr al-Khirar wal-Athar (Cairo: Maktabat Madil1, 1998), 3:112 (CD edition).

206 5ee biographies no. 169. For more on this scteeal,al-Madei, Al-Mawa iz wal-I tibar, 3:115 (CD
edition).

207 See biographies no. 245. For more on this sciseel an-Niaynt, ad-Daris, 1:154.

208 See biographies no. 283. For more am &-Hadith al-Ashrafiyyah, see an-Naynt, ad-Daris, 1:15.

33



The Mujam is also a good source for the literary productbrihe biographees,
as IbnHajar gives a list of the books 8iadith collections composed by them. Usually,
this is expressed in general terms, suckeasafa at-Taanif,?° andwa ‘allafa tawilifa
mufdah?*° In a few cases, tHélu jam gives a reference to a specific work composed by
the biographee, for instanceharaha al-Hawi as-Saghir,”** sannafa nathran if sitt
mujalladit wa urjizatan fil-Qirz’at as-Sab?*? Ibn Hajar also gives the titles of some
writings that have been lost or are still in mamytdorm, such as th®lu jam of al-Qub
al-Halali, which contained the biographies of 1300 teacflérand theMu jam of ‘Abd
al-Ghaffir ibn Muhummad as-Sai, which contained the biographies of 1000 teacférs.

Ibn Hajar refers to specific types of collections, eithomposed by the
biographee or someone compiled it for him. Exampiekide theArbana?*® Tusi iyat
al-lsnad and theal-Arba7nag al-Musalsalahof ‘Abd alGhaffar ibn Muhammad as-
Sadi,?*® the Tuifat al-1dad bil-Ahadith at-Tusg iyat alsnzd of Ahmad ibn Yagqib ibn
Ahmad alHalali,?!’ the Arbain Tusiiyat al-Isnid of al-Qub altalaly, and another
Arba‘m arranged according to thésnad and the places where they were narratéd.

Among the examples of specific collections are Mewafagat, such as the
Muwafagat of ‘AlT ibn Isn&‘1l ibn Yasuf at-Tabizi which had been compiled by
someone else for hift? In Hadith terminology Al-Muwafagahoccurs when a student of
Hadth transmits from the teacher of, for examplearimMuslim with a number of
masters in thesnad less than the number of masters if he would trangom Imam
Muslim directly. There is also a reference to @¢hapartMashyakhatof ‘Abd Allah ibn
al-Husayn ad-Dimashdd. 735/1334), which had been compiled by a ce&iBali. In
one case, Ibrtiajar gives a reference to a commentary on al-Bakby al-Qub al-
Halallr which he did not complete. In this way, the boaksl collections mentioned in
the Mu jam provide an important description of the coursestfdy of Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam's teachers during the Mamluk period. Latdotars would cite these collections
as the list of what they had been allowed by ttezichers to transmit.

Of the qualities of the biographees, IHajar emphasizes different aspects, such
as ‘wa kina hasana al-khulugi wa as-Samti mutawian muiabbaban i al-
_ta|abah",220 @ a 221

wa kana dhi samtin wa wadgin wa tawalu”, wa kina khayyiran
mutawidi ‘an”,*?* “wa kana fidilan”, ?*® and so on. Throughout théu jam we do not

209 5ee biographies no. 244.

219 5ee biographies no. 4.

211 see biography no. 163.

%12 5ee biography no. 156.

213 5ee biography no. 4.

21See biography no. 149.

Z5The term refers to a collection of forhadiths around themes or topics or narrators. Nad,
Muhaddithat, p. 132.

21 5ee biography no. 149.

27 See biography no. 44.

218 5ee biography no. 4.

219 5ee biography no. 163.

220 gee biography no. 4.

2! see biography no. 6.

%22 5ee biographies no. 11 and 134.
223 See biographies no. 44, 166, 255,
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come across any teacher who was of no good repujair any teacher who is said to
have been discredited by others.

Mujawarah appears frequently in both men's and women's &piges, referring
to the practice of pious travelers, mystics, ardripns settling in the proximity of the
holy places in Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem faeraog of time to lead a life of prayers,
dhikr, and pious contemplatidA? Hence, as Abou-Bakr suggests, we find evidence of
interaction among various scholars in this envirentn and also between male and
female traveling pilgrims or religious scholdf3.In Ash-Shaykhah Maryammiu jam,
there is a reference to one examplenofzwarah??®

The performance of pilgrimage is much emphasizedutihout theMu jam.
Therefore, we read in some biographies expresdikasva hag')ja,227 tuwuffiya @ji ‘an
minal-ajj,*?® hajja sanat tisin wa arbaina wa sab mi‘ah??® and dakhala dimashq
sanat ithnatayn waishrin idh irtasala lil-4ajj.*° Ibn Hajar also pays attention to
memorizing or reciting the Qtan by the biographee. Therefore, we rewal/afiza al-
qur’an wa takhu li-sab’,>* wa kana min ahl al-Quiani wad-Din,>**wa kina kattra at-
Tilawah?? and va qaraa al-quran bi-badi al-riwayat.>** Ibn Hajar was much
interested in the handwriting of the teacherswa tases, we read comments suclvas
kana hasana al-akhiq jayyida al-kha,?* andwa kataba bi-khaihi al-mal7 khathra.?*
He also refers to the health condition of the apipees by mentioning any diseases
which afflicted them. In one case, we read abdunAd ibn‘Umar al-Attar that he was
afflicted with a slight deafness at a later staféis life. This affected the reliability of
the transmitter and it was normal to warn peopleualhearing from him. State official
positions held by Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teacheasufe highly in theMufjam. In
some cases, we find a detailed account of therdiitepositions held by the biographee,
i.e. what position was occupied, when it was oced@nd for how long the biographee
occupied iZ®” Examples include sentences likaliya An-Niyibata biZumzh yagran,>*®
naba fil-hukm?® nudiba ligada’ al-qudat bi-Dimashq fa-waliyahg*® waliya naar
Balabbak wa naar Zar' etcetr&** Ibn Hajar pays due attention to the socio-juridical
position of the biographees, as to whether the\irere or freed-slaves, by using words

224 Omaima Abou-Bakr, "Articulating Gender: Muslim Wem |ntellectuals in the pre-Modern Period."
Arab Studies Quarterlg2:3 (2010): 131.
229 pid.

226 5ee biography no. 158.

227 See biographies no. 14, 180, and 189.
228 5ee biography no. 178.

229 gee biography no. 180.

230 gee hiography no. 230.

1 gee biography no. 4.

232 gee biography no. 17.

233 5ee biographies no. 163 and 266.

234 5ee biography no. 159.

235 gee biography no. 178.

236 5ee biography no. 180.

237 5ee biography no. 106.

238 See biography no. 108.

239 gee biography no. 123.

249 5ee biography no. 163.

%41 See biography no. 266.
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like ‘atigq,®** fatz,**® and fatat for female teacherd* He focuses on profiling some
biographees by presenting some of their connectmmdher prominent family members
of their time. This family connection is highligktéhrough expressions likekh: Shzhid
al-Jaysh Mum ad-Din,?* akhi Aimad?*® akhi Zubayr®*’ akhi Ahmad ibn Riwan ibn
al-Zinhar li 'ummih?*®akhi ‘Atig,%*° akhi Al al-Fatz,?*° ukht Avmad®* ukht Khadjah,
etcetra®>? Classical works on this genre includ8li ibn al-Madni's Tasmiyat man raw
‘anhu min awid al-‘Asharah wa ghayrihim minshAab rasili-ll ah which has a section
entitled al-lkhwah wal-Akhawit mimman lahum riwyah, Aba Dawad Sulynan as-
Sijistani's Tasmiyat al-lkhwah and Al al-Mutarraf al-Andaluss Kitab al-lkhwah
Highlighting the family connection is not limitedo tbrothers and sisters. Other
connections include being a grandson, a wife, antbtner of a certaifladith scholar.
We read in some biographiestby (grandson) An-Niam ibn Rasig?? siby ibn as-
Sabini,*>* sibr ar-Radr al-Quganinz,”° siby at-Taq ibn Al al-Yusr®® walidat ‘Abd
Allgh ibn ‘Ali as-Sanhzjr wa ukhtaytf>’ walidat Nasir ad-Din al-Farugz,>® and zawjat
al-Kamal Mukammad ibn Agd atQayatr.>*° There is also much interest in mentioning
something about the ancestors of the biographees bglong to families which were
known for producing knowledge and scholarship. Pheases used in th&u jam to
distinguish these families tend to have the samg fror example, we read phrases like
wa kina min baytin mashin bis-zibb,?®° wa kina khayyiran min baytiilm,?** andwa
kana hasan ash-Shakl min baytin maf.?®? The Mu jam also lists the names of those
family members who used to teaHadith. So, we read phraséke haddatha huwa wa
akhzhu®®® (he and his brother transmittddadith), saddatha huwa wa alhwu wa
jadduhd® (he, his father, and his grandfather transmitfadith), wa zaddatha huwa wa
abizhu wa ‘ammuhif®® and haddatha huwa wa avitiuhu (he, his father, and his uncle
transmittedHadith).2®® TheMu jam reflects families’ care for educating their chédr As

242 gee biographies no. 65, 70, 71, 107, and 109.
243 See biographies no. 110, 111, 116, and 202.
244 See biography no. 203.

245 5ee biography no. 16.

246 5ee biography no. 74.

247 See biography no. 86.

248 5ee biography no. 243.

249 5ee biography no. 246.

250 gee biography no. 284.

2! 5ee biography no. 89.

%2 gee biography no. 197.

253 5ee biography no. 16.

%4 See biography no. 44.

%% gee biography no. 231.

256 5ee biography no. 319.

27 5ee biography no. 304.

%8 5ee biography no. 103.

259 5ee biography no. 97.

%0 5ee biographies no. 157 and 255.
%61 5ee biography no. 177.

262 5ee biography no. 263.

263 5ee biography no. 280.

%4 See biography no. 84.

265 gee biography no. 137.

%6 gee biography no. 274.
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stated above, students heard first from family mensbin many entries, we readmia
min abihi (heard from his fatheff samia min jaddih(heard from his grandfathe?}®
samia min jaddihi li-abh (heard from his paternal grandfath&fsamia min jaddihi i-
ummih(heard from his maternal grandfaht&€f)samia min ‘ammay wlidih (heard from
his father's two uncles) samia min ‘ammih(heard from his unclé)?

In most biographies, birth and death dates arengatehe end of the biography.
Only in two cases, the birth date is mentioned iuhiately after the full name of the
biographe€’® In one case, the birth date is given in the midufiehe biography’*
Determining the birth date depended, in some case#sh-Shaykhah Maryam's close
contact with the biographee. In this case, she sayatuhu ‘an mawlidihi fa-gla...2" (I
asked him about his birth date, and he said..uila an mawlidihi..*’® (he was asked
about his birth date). In the first two casessitertain that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was
the one who asked the teacher about his birthatadenot IbnHajar, because these two
teachers died before the birth of Ifajar. It is of course also possible that Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam had access to some books or ¢ofisctcomposed by some
biographees in which they mentioned their birthedatind that she provided Ibfajar
with this data. IbrHajar says in such casesawliduhu kana kataba bi-khaihi...?”’ (his
birth date as he mentioned in his handwriting islf.)bn Hajar is not sure of the birth
date, he uses phrases that indicate possibiligoabt such asnawliduhu tagiban..?"®
or wulidat sanata nayyifin wa arbaa wa sittimiah?’®and mawliduhu sanata nayyifin
wa khama wa sittimiah.?®° In some cases, IbHajar provides the birth plat®é and
death placé€® as well.

The same holds true for all information about tleatd dates of the biographees.
The death dates of sixty entries are not mentiomethe Mufjam. | checked other
available biographical dictionaries and could idgrthe death dates of twenty-seven of
them. TheMu jam includes the names of twenty-five teachers for mwhw biographical
information was found in the available sourt&s.

The Mufjam reflects some aspects of the cultural and sodi@l during the
Mamluk period. First of all, it contains some refieces to some good copyists who
earned their living by copying materials for othdtsahim ibn Muthammad ibn'Abd &-

%7 See biographies no. 6 and 230.

268 5ee biography no. 120.

269 5ee biographies no. 143 and 259.

279 5ee biography no. 265.

271 See biography no. 264.

272 5ee biography no. 156.

273 See biographies no. 4 and 14.

274 See biography no. 37.

275 See biographies no. 47 and 132.

?’® See biographies no. 8, 14, 54, 115, 140, 154, 16%, and 177.
277 See biographies no. 4, 190, 204, 218, 229, and 254

278 See biographies no. 6, 68, 111, 150, 169, 1701#ad

279 5ee biography no. 102.

280 gee biography no. 20

2! See biographies no. 38, 113, 147, 164, and 282.

22 5ee biographies no. 10, 45, 106, 141, 172, 230286.

283 See biographies no. 26, 35, 49, 55, 59, 61, 7992194, 96, 112, 140, 167, 170, 171, 185, 209, 22
247, 250, 261, 288, and 300, and 309.
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Samad at-Tazminf®* andAli ibn Abi al-Khayr al-Fal ibn ‘AlT ibn Nuayr ibn ‘Abd
Allah ibn Rav@ihalt® are given thekunyahof An-Nasikh (the copyist). I&him ibn
Ahmad ibn‘Abd al-Muhsin is said to have earned his livingn naskhi yadii® Qub
ad-Din alHalali?®” and Ahmad ibnHammid ibn ‘Umar ibn Hammd?®® are credited with
having written a lot. Th&lu jam describes the handwriting oAl1 ibn Isna‘l ibn Yasuf
al-Qinawi*® and ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn'AlT ibn Abd al-@dir al-Hamad&ni**° asal-
khat al-makh, and the handwriting ofAlT ibn ‘Isa ibn al-Muzaffar al-Angiri*®* asal-
khat al-hasan In the biography of Meammad ibn Azmd ibn ‘Abd al-Kafm ath-
Thagaf, some details are given about the materials heewwea kataba al-ajz” war-
fibaq wal-figh?®? also Mthammad ibn Ab Bakr ibn Mthammad ibnTarkhan,?*® and
Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Wik ibn Mazm® a-Tari both wrote al-fibaq.?** The
copyists at that time acted, in terms of our modeaomniques, as publishing houses, i.e.
they copied the drafts of many books and circuldbein. The production of many of
them was huge, as there was a need for providliggoes students with text-books.

Another important knowledge-related g)rofession waling and buying books.
Salih ibn ‘Abd al-Azim ibn Yuanus aIiAsqaﬁnI2 ®>and Mthammad ibn'Isa ibn ‘AlT ibn
‘Isa as-Sanhaji*®® are given the profession aél-Dallal fil-Kutub (book broker). Bris ibn
Abi Firas al-Jabaf?®” and Minus ibn Mihammad ibn Yinus al-Qsar al-Hariri?*® are
given the profession aéd-Dallal but it is not clear from other sources whetheiirthe
profession had to do with books or not.

Throughout theMu jam we come across many teachers who belong to ditfere
madhhabgschools of Islamic law). From the number of thtsa&chers, it becomes clear
that those scholars produced scholarshipladth at that time>®

284 See biography no. 52.

2% gee biography no. 177.

286 5ee biography no. 45.

287 See biography no. 4.
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290 gee hiography no. 180.
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Chapter Three

The Place of theMu jam Among Ibn Hajar's Writings and Some Similar
Contemporary Works

3.1. Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani: A Biographical Sketch'

Having established the authorship of the manuscaipd before looking at what
the Mufjam can add to our knowledge of Ash-Shaykhah Maryara, need to pay
attention to the historical and literary backgrowdts compiler, Ibrtlajar. | will give a
brief sketch on some important elements in his ldes full proper name is mad ibn
‘AlT ibn Muhammad ibn Mgammad ibn‘Al7 ibn Ahmad al-Kirani al-‘Asgakni. His
lagabis Shiteb ad-On. Later, he was given theinyahof Aba Al-Fadl after Aba al-Fall
Muhammad ibn Amad An-Nuwayi, the gadi of Mecca® He is known simply as Ibn
Hajar. He was born in Cairo in 773/1372.

3.2. Ibn Hajar as an Author

Ibn Hajar is known as a teacher, a jurist, an authoraametrchant.| will focus in
these few pages on his position as a prolific wrispecially in the field dflacith, as he
surpassed in that field most other scholars ofitrie, at least measured by the number of
compilations that carry his narfidbn Hajar left behind a huge number of writings.
Historians differ on the exact number of the bobkscomposed. Muhammad Zubayr
Siddigi gives the number 150 for both incompletd anmplete works.In hislbn Hajar
al- ‘Asgalini: A Study of the Background Education and CareearfAlim in Egypt
Sabri Khalid Kawash divides IbHajar al-Asgakni’s works into four main categories:
Hadith, history, figh and poetry. Sindgacdith is a broad religious discipline, Kawash
specifically divides IbrHajar’s works in this field into seven categoriekscéllections of
Hadith; 2) annotations of some works on Hadith; 3) commentaries; 4) methodology; 5)
rijal; 6) biographical works; 7) bibliographical works?®

! The life and career of IbHajar have been studied in detail in three doctdisdertations. The first is a
Cambridge dissertation, A. A. Rahmani, "The Lifelaiiorks of IbnHajar al-Asqalani”, which has been
printed in installments in consecutive issuedstdmic Studies XLV/3 (July 1971)- XLVII (July 1973).
The second is a Princeton dissertation (1996),iBdtaled Kawashlbn Hajar al- ‘Asqakini: A Study of the
Background, Education, and Career of aflim in Egypt(Ph.D. diss., Princeton University, 1969.). The
third is Skakir Mahmad ‘Abd al-Munim, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqabkini wa dirasit Musannafitih wa manhajihi
wa mawiridihi f7 kitab al-lsabah, Baghdad: Br ar-Rigilah lit-Tiba‘ah, 1978. This sketch is based on
Kawash's and Andi Muhammad Ali Amiruddilgn Hajar al- ‘Asqakini on Tajiiz and Tadil of Hadith
Transmitters: A Study of His Tahitthat-Tahdlib, (MA thesis, McGill University, 1999).

2 Kawash Jbn Hajar al-‘Asqalinz, 41.

3 For details on these four positions, see Kawdshi/ajar al- ‘Asqalinz, 115-218.

* Amiruddin, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini on Tajiih and Tadil, 14.

® Muhammad Zubayr Siddigiyadith Literature,182 quoted from Amiruddinbn Hajar al- Asgakini on
Tajrik and Tadi, 14.

® Kawash |bn Hajar al- ‘Asqalin , 192-193.
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Another pivotal study on the works of Iddajar is Shkir Mahmad ‘Abd al-
Mun‘im’s Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini wa-Dirasat Muannafitin wa-Manhajih wa-Mawridih
f7 Kitabih al-lsagbah’ ‘Abd al-Muniim gives the total number of Ifiajar's works as 282
books. He divides these works into twenty-four gatees as follows: the sciences of the
Quran (7 books); the principles of Hadith (8 books); commentaries (Shurizi) on Hacith
(12 books); the content (matr) of Hadith (16 books); the defects (‘ilal) and criticism of
Hadith (11 books); methods of Hadith (41 books); classification (takhrij) of Hacith (8
books); the collections of ten traditional-(Ushariyyat) (11 books); the collections of
forty traditions @l-arbainiyyat) (11 books); the books of al-Asraf® (9 books), additions
(zawa'id)° (7 books), substitutionsAbdal)*® and accordancesalimuwafagat)™* (6
books), rearrangemenat(Tartib)*? (5 books), jurisprudencdigh) and its principles (28
books), theology (6 books); dictionaries and biographies of the masters (11 books);
bibliographies (7 books); books of men (rijal) (22 books); biographies and virtues (7
books); books of history (18 books), literature and language (13 books); collections of
poems @awawin) (3 compilations); scattered writings (mutafarrigat) (3 books); answers
(ajwibah) (I3 books) and compilations attributed to himuannafit mangbah) (38
books).

It is argued that Ibilajar lost many books during his second trip to Yenieis
reported that while on his way from Mecca to Yentér, ship on which he was traveling
was wrecked off the shore. Iifajar lost all he had aboatt As-Saklawi mentions the
titles of the books that IbHajar lost. He lost higyraf al-Mizz, Arraf Musnad Amad
Al-Arraf  al-Mukhtzrah, Tartib Musnad a&Tayalisi, and Tartitb Musnad ‘Abd ibn
Humayd**

Within the scope of the present study we focushenliographical dictionaries
composed by Ibiiajar. It was a common practice in early Muslim dahship to collect
the biographies of the teachers of a certain iddiai in amashyakhalor amujam. This
was done by the students who wanted to veneratetdeechers on the one hand, and
show the amount of their own learning on the otemd®® This kind of work made it
easier for subsequent generations of studenksadtth to make the connection between
one generation of scholars and the precedindbf&ee further Chapter 4, below).

Ibn Hajar wrote a few books within this genre, the muogiortant of which isal-
Mu jam al-Muassis lil-Mujam al-Mufahras'’ This Mujam is divided into two parts.

’ (Beirut: Mu'assast ar-Rigah, 1997)

8 Al-Arraf is an index of the beginnings isinads of canonical collections. The most famous workabn
Arraf is Tukfat al-Ashaf bi-ma'rifat al-Arraf of the Syrian scholar %6uf ibn ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Mizz (d.
742/1341).

®Zawi'id are theHadiths that are reported in one of the collections anel not included in other
collections.

19 Abdzl is when a student dfadith transmits from the teacher of, for exampleaimMuslim’s teacher
with a number of masters less than the number sfemsif he transmits from @m Muslim directly.

1 See Chapter 6 below.

12 |bn Hajar arranged marfyadiths according to thmusnadg ala al-masinid) or legal topics to make it
easy for students to locate tHadiths in the canonical collections.

13 Kawash |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 227; as-Saktawi, al-Jawzhir, 151.

14 As-Saklawi, al-Jawahir, 151.

15 Kawash |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 204.

1% |bid.

" TheMu jam has been edited byi¥uf ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Marasht (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 1992).
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The first part contains the biographies of peopleomv Ibn Hajar callsshuyikh ar-
Riwayah, the teachers of narration. This group consistdbafHajar's teachers with
whom he studieddadith or other disciplines. It also contains the bagdries of the
shaykhs from whom Ibilajar obtainedjazahswithout having studied with them. The
second part contains the biographies of Hajar's teachers who taught him other
branches of knowledge. He calls this graluyikh ad-Dirzyah'® (the teachers of the
science which investigates tlsmad, contents, subject, and the mode of transmission o
Hadith).

Ibn Hajar compiled som®lu jamson behalf of some of his teachers. One of these
is Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryarthe focus of this study. He also compild jam at-
Tarnzkh or al-Mu jam alKabir li ash-Slami for his teacher Buéim ad-On Ibrahim ibn
Ahmad at-Tankhi (d. 800/1398). The book is divided into 24 pantsl &ontains the
biographies of more than four hundred teachers fndrom at-Tainkhi either obtained
ij dzahzsoor hearddadith.* Ibn Hajar also has a book entitléd-Muntagz min Mujam as-
Subk.

Sources tell us that Ibdajar also compiled Bashyakhalcalledal-Mashyakhah
al-Basimah lil-Qikzbi wa Fazimah?* In this Mashyakhahhe compiled the teachers of
Tadq ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Raman ibn ‘Umar al-Qilabi al-Maqdis al-Hanbat (d. 838/1434)
from whom he heard somigadiths or was given afjazah to transmit suchadiths,
along with the teachers ofafimah bint Khail ibn Ahmad al-Kirani al-Maqdis al-
‘Asgahbni (d. 833/1429). ThisMashyakhalcontains the biographies of 166 teachers, 136
biographies for al-Qikbi's teachers, 30 biographies fo&tifhah's teachers, and 52
biographies of their common teach& g his Mashyakhathas an introduction in which
Ibn Hajar explained the structure of thdashyakhah lbn Hajar focused on the
biographees and their relation to al-ebband Rtimah bint Khail. Ibn Hajar did not
guote anyHadth or so after each biography as he did in Eefjam ash-Shaykha
Maryam He explained that the purpose of Mashyakhalwas to list transmitted works,
including theSakiks, Musnads Mu jams,MashyakhahsFawa 'id, and other books which
both al-Qilabi and Ftimah heard from or read to their teacH@rtbn Hajar made an
index at the end of th&ashyakhahof these transmitted works, a valuable element
missing in theMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryafh In another index, Ibiiajar gave a list
of the teachers for whom he could not find a bipgsa This element is missing in the
Mujam Ash-Shaykhah Maryanas well® A very unique characteristic of this
Mashyakhahs that IbnHajar mentions the year in which the biographee gangizah

18 Kawash |bn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 204.

19 As-Sakfawi, al-Jawahir, 669; ‘Abd aFMun‘im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalinz, 289.

20 -Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqakinz, 290.

21 TheMahshyakhathas been edited twice; first by Jacqueline Sullepublished disEcole Pratique des
Hautes EtudesJ. Sublet wrote an intensive article on tdashyakhahsee Jacqueline Sublet, "Les
Maitrese et les etudesds de deux traditionniste$egeque mamelouke: Al-Mashyakha al-basima lil-
Qibabi wa Fatima de lbn Hagar al-AsgalarBilletin d'etudes orientale0 (1967). It has also been
published by Mzammad Mti* al-Hafiz (Damascus: Br Farfir, 2002).

2 Al-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis, 2:636.

% |bn Hajar, al-Mashyakhah al-Bsimah lil-Qikibi wa FRisimah, ed. Mihammad Mt al-Hafiz
(Damascus: Br Farfir, 2002), 24.

**Ibid., 165-173.

*® bid., 174.
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to al-Qikibi and Rtimah?® a very important element also missing in ke jam of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam. A comparison of batmashyakhahseems to underline that Ibn
Hajar left theMu’jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryasas a first (perhaps even unfinished) draft.

Ibn Hajar also compiled th&lashyakhahsof Abt a-Tahir ibn al-Kuwayk (d.
821/1418), Ala al-Hasan'Al1 ibn Muhammad ibn Abal-Majd (death date unknown), al-
Burhan alHalati (Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Khal (d. 841/1438¥ and Ibahim ibn
Yahya al-'‘Azazi best known as Ibn al-Kagl(d. 732/1331). He also compiled selections
from the Mashyakhah®f lbn ‘Asakir (d. 571/1176), lbn as-Saf, and al-Fakhr ibn al-
Bukhart (d. 690/1291). IbrHHajar composed auz‘ which had the comments of Ibn al-
Jazar (d. 833/1429) on th#&lashyakhalof his teacher al-Junayd ibrh#ad al-Balyni
(d. 809/1406§2 Unfortunately, these texts are not available to us

3.3. Ibn Hajar’'s Care for Women’s Biographies

It is worth drawing attention to IbiHajar’'s interest in including women’s
biographies in his works. In had-lsabah T Tamyyz &-Sakabah he devoted the fourth
volume to the biographies of female Companiohalso in his Taqrib at-Tahdtb, he
introduced 300 entries of female Companions, ferkaleowers and female transmitters
in the six major collection¥ In his Tahdhb at-Tahdlb, Ibn Hajar devotes a special
place to female transmitters, women known by tkaityahor lagab and those known
by "obscure names'agémi’ mubhamah®! Ibn Hajar's ad-Durar al-Kaminali? is also
abundant with female biographies which reflect fdsmale participation in the cultural
and religious spheres in Egypt and Syria during Ntsenluk period. Interestingly, Ibn
Hajar was not the first to devote a special placéetoale transmitters. It has been a
common practice by early biographers to devoteparsge volume to females in their
biographical dictionaries. This practice was faeveloped in the third/ninth century after
Ibn Sad (d. 230/844) wrote hiar-Tabagit al-Kubra and supplemented it with a volume
on female transmitters. Al-Kiid al-Baghddi included a short section on the women of
Baghdad in hi§arikh Baghdd.* Both Ibn‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463/1070) in hil-Isti ab fi
Marifat al-Ashab and Ibn al-Atlir (d. 630/1232) in hidJsd al-Glibah fi Marifat as-

% |n many biographies, we read ajiz li sahib al-mashyakhaland he gave afizahto the owner of this
Mashyakhah.). See for examplel-Mashyakhah al-Bsimah entries no. 27, 28, 36, 39, 43, 46-7, 52, 53,
56, 63, 70, 74, 75, 76, 83, 84, 94, 97, 99, 108, 108, 110, 114, 118, 131, 139, 140.

27 As-Saklawi, al-Jawahir, 670; ‘Abd akMun‘im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqakin, 291-292

2 Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalini, 292.

2% Aminah Mthammad Jaal ad-Din, An-Nisz’ al-Mukaddithat fil- ‘Asr al-Mamliki wa dawruhunna fil-
Hayah al-Adabiyyah wa ath-Thafjyyah (Cairo: Car al-Hidayah, 2003), 10. The volume covers 1543
entries on women.

%0 |bid.

31 Amiruddin, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalini on Tajiih and Tadil, 61.

%t is a collection of 5204 biographies of the p&rs, who died in the eighth Islamic century— maijiiyt
not exclusively, Egyptians and Syrians—and whobin Hajar's opinion, made a contribution to Islamic
society, whether that contribution was politicallitary, religious, educational, literary, or ecan in
character. This work has been published twice, four volumes (Hyderabad, 192932); five volumes ed. M.
Sayyid dd alHaqq, (Cairo 1966). References in this study aréhéofirst edition. Donald P. Little, "As-
Safadi as Biographer of His Contemporaries,” in &dnP. Little, ed.Essays on Islamic Civilization
Presented to Niyazi Berkéiseiden: Brill, 1976) 195.

% Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakhwi’s Kitab an-Nisi’ as a Source for the Social and Economic Historylo$lim
Women during the Fifteenth Century, ADMuslim World 71, (1981), 108.
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Sahabah followed the same trerid.It is not surprising, then, that Iifajar’'s student and
biographer as-Sakti (d. 902/1497) devoted the twelfth volume of hisDaw’ al-
Lami® li ahl al-Qarn at-Tasi* to noteworthy women in the ninth/fifteenth centuHe
entitled the volumeKitab an-Nisi’.*®> He included nearly three hundred women who
earnedjazahsor awarded them to their own studetits.

3.4. A Comparison Between IbrHajar's Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and ad-
Durar al-Kaminah

To place theMu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam among IBiajar's writings, | will
make a comparison between it aad-Durar al-Kaminah The Durar is concerned
mainly with biographies of people who lived in taighth Islamic century. Therefore, it
includes a reference to Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's &ractvhom IbnHajar did meet
personally. As-Sakiwi gives another name to tHeurar, which is al-Wafayit al-
Kaminah li alam al-mi'ah ath-Tlaminah Ibn Hajar expressed his wish to make the book
in four volumes, but as-Sakhi tells us that he made a fair copy of two volumely.d’
Ibn Hajar completed it in 830/1426. THaurar covers the period from 701/ 1301 to
800/1397% Later, the author made a supplement to it ancuéted the biographies of
those who lived until 837/1433. He gave it the nash®hayl ad-Durar al-kaminah
There are two abridgements of tBerar; one by Jal ad-Din as-Suyti (d. 911/1505)
and the other by ¥suf ibn‘Abd al-Hadf (d. 909/1503)°

It is noteworthy that the information containediongraphical dictionaries usually
presents both factual and illustrative materialn&aelly speaking, the factual material is
employed, suggests Fahndrich, to designate a meaount of information that is
offered in almost every biography and that esthbbseach personality genealogically,
historically, geographically, philosophically, pessionally, and politically. It is the
information that is usually not changed except atlume and arrangement, on its way
from one historical work to another. This kind ofdrmation can be contrasted with
illustrative material that, within the limits of aauthor's respect of tradition and his

34 Aminah Mthammad Jaai ad-Din, An-Nisz’ al-Mukaddithat, 10.

% For an overview of the roles of women in this weske Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakwi’s Kitab an-Nis",
104-24.

3% Asma SayeedShifting Fortunes239, note. 48.

37 As-Sakhawi, al-Jawghir, 685.

38 |bn Hajar was the first to introduce the genre of cemtghiographical dictionaries. In the ninth/fiftekn
century as-Sakiwi wrotead-Daw’ al-Lami‘ li ahl al-Qarn at-Tasi". In the tenth/sixteen centurpbd al-
Qadir al-‘Aydariis wrote an-Nar as-Sifir fi A'yan al-Qarn al-4shir, and Najm ad-in al-Ghazz
(1061/1650) wroteal-Kawakib as-@'irah bi Ayan al-Mi‘ah al-‘4shirah In the eleventh/seventeenth
century, al-Muibbt (d. 1111/1699) wrot&Khulasat al-Athar ¥ A'yan atQarn al-Hadr ‘Ashar. In the
thirteenth/eighteenth century, Mammad ibn Khal al-Muradi (d. 1206/1791) wroté&alk ad-Durar £
Tarikh al-Qarn ath-Thlith © Ashar However, it should be mentioned that before thyhtb/fourteenth
century there is a reference to similar works saslal-Badr as-&fir wa Tuifat al-Musifir f7 Targjim
maslkihir al-Qarn as-@bi‘ by al-ldfawr and Tarikh Mukhtaar al-Qarn as-@bi‘ by al-Q&sim ibn
Muhammad al-Birzl1. ‘Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqatini, 574.

39 ‘Abd al-Mun'im, Ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalin, 577.
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personal literary capabilities and taste, is chdnged modified in order to express
changes in the image of the person he defficts.

As mentioned before, IbHajar drafted théviu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam in
803/1400. This means that he started it before domgghe Durar. One might suppose
that the lacunae found in théu jam should be missing in thBurar, as IbnHajar could
have gathered the missing information from otherses and added them to tharar.
But to one's surprise, it is possible to find altribe same lacunae in tleirar too* It
is of no special value to list the numerous ocgasighen Ibrtajar borrows information
from theMu jam in theDurar. Since IbnHajar had a tendency to paraphrase rather than
guote his sources verbatim, it is difficult to aall the details in hiBurar which have
theMu jam as their source.

Both books arrange the biographies alphabetically iasert the biographies of
women within the alphabetical order, not in a safgavolume. There is no consistency in
terms of the length of biographies included in bbtioks. Some biographies are very
short and they do not exceed one line, while otheag be very long. In th&lu jam, Ibn
Hajar's sources are mainly Ash-Shaykhah Maryaats: ‘at andijazat, in addition to
other sources which were coveredGhapter Two. In theDurar, the sources are more
numerous. IbriHajar says in the introductidfi:"l drew the information contained in this
book from:

A‘yan al-‘Asr of Abii as-Safa’ as-Safad;*

Majani al- ‘Asr of Aba Hayyan;**

Dhahabiyyat alsAsr of Ibn Fail All ah al- Umai;*
Tarikh Misr of Qub ad-On alHalaly;*°

Dhayl Siyar an-Nubal’ of Shams ad-i adh-Dhahait*’
Dhayl Dhayl al-Mirah of ‘Alam ad-On al-Birzlt;*®
Al-Wafayit of Taq ad-Din Ibn Rafi ;*°

Dhay al-Wafayt of Shitib ad-0On Ibn Hijji;*°

Al-Maw iz wal-I tibar of al-Maqiizi ;>*

“0 Hartmut E. Fahndrich, "The Wafatyal-A‘yan of Ibn Khallikin: A New Approach.Journal of American
Oriental Society93:4 (1973): 438.

“! |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 2:116 (1739), Ibitiajar, Mu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryamo. 98.

“2 \bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:5.

3 As-Safad is quoted more than 100 times. See, for exampleHgjar, ad-Durar, 1:16 (24, 26), 1:27
(65), 1:71 (190), 1:135 (379). These may be casesint.

 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:111 (307), 1:152 (410), 1:185 (480), 1:221 (589274 (700).
These may be cases in point.

> See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:71 (189), 1:191 (495), 1:259 (664), 1:346 (8353432 (1134),
1:475 (1282). These may be cases in point.

6 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:9 (9), 1:553 (1440), 2:124 (1773), 2:136 (1819161 (1858).
These may be cases in point.

47 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:11 (14), 1:526 (1424), 2:210 (1964), 2:253 @12:357
(2390). These may be cases in point.

8 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:44 (111), 1:112 (310), 1:167 (424). These mayhses in
point.

9 See, for example, Ibdajar,ad-Durar, 1:9 (11), 1:15 (23), 1:16 (24), 1:27 (66), 1:88). These may be
cases in point.

*0 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 1:62 (166), 1:200 (515), 1:338 (842), 2:24 (1530104 (1706).
These may be cases in point.
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TheMu jamsof our teachers;
Al-Wafayit of Abi al-Husayn ibn Aybak ad-Dinayi;>?
Dhayl al-Wafayit of Abi al-Fall ibn al-Husayn al‘lraqi.>®
Tarikh Ghirnizah of Lisan ad-On ibn al-Khaib;>*and
At-Tarikh of Wali ad-Din ibn Khaldin al-Maliki">°

In the Durar, Ibn Hajar made use of all these sources. However, irfethmale
biograghies, he did not make it clear whether hesl i some of them except in a very few
cases’ The main sources from which he drew informatiorfemale biographies are the
Wafayit of Ibn Rafi >" and theDhayl Siyar an-Nubai’ of adh-Dhahai’® We can also
notice that IbrHajar did not depend on books of history or obiesiffior collecting data
on female biographies. We mentioned earlier thatmde use of thu jams and the
Mashyakhahof his teachers. Theddu jams and Mashyakhahsvere very accurate, as
they were composed from data obtained in persamahcts between the student and the
teacher. TheMu jams andMashyakhah$iave abundant information on thaaddithat
as their main focus falls upon thiadth teachers (including the women among them) of
the author of thévlujam or the Mashyakhahor their principal protagonist(8}. These
Mu jamsandMashyakhah#clude the following:
TheMu jam of Abia Hamid ibnZahirah (11 biographies);®°
TheMu jam of Ibn Rifi* (10 biographies);**
TheMu jam of adh-Dhhabi (4 biographies);®?
The Mashyakhahof al-'1zz ibn Jam‘ah, compiled by Ab Jafar ibn al-Kuwayk (3
biographies§?*
TheMu jam of al-Birzali (3 biographies);®*
The Mashyakhatof Waijihiyyah a-Sa‘idiyyah al-Iskandraniyyah, compiled by Tagad-
Din Ibn Rifi < (1 biography);®

®1 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:137 (384), 1:272 (695), 2:89 (1662). These iaycases in
point.

2 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:259 (666), 1:300 (760), 2:234 (2071). These fmaygases in
point.

>3 See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:17 (27), 1:75 (201), 1:107 (296), 1:137 (38@ese may be
cases in point.

¥ See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 1:59 (157), 1:77 (204), 1:102 (279), 1:135 (378,78 (455).
These may be cases in point.

% See, for example, IbHajar, ad-Durar, 3:377 (999), 2:309 (2248), 3:289 (766). These fmaygases in
point.

¢ Aminah Mthammad Jaai ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddittat fil- ‘Asr al-Mamiiki: Dirasah Awwaliyyah
fil-Masadir," Majjalt Bukath as-Sunnah wa ast@h (Qatar 1992), 483. For these cases, seéifjar,ad-
Durar, 4:406 (his sources aed-Wafayit of Ibn Rafi* andA‘yan al- ‘Asr of as-Safad), 3:227 (his source is
Tarikh Misr of al-Qub alHalaky, 2:123, 3:224, 225 (his sourceDdhayl Dhayl al-Mirah of al-Birzli;
2:127, 128, 3:220 (his sourceldaly al-Wafayit of Aba al-Fall ibn al-Husayn al-radi).

> |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:361, 2:120, 121, 126, 3:222, 224, 228, 4:386.

8 bid., 2:221, 129, 3:221, 225, 4:390.

%9 Aminah Jaral ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddithat", 484.

¢ |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:360, 412, 2:120, 121, 123, 189, 236, 3:225, 26885, 404.

®bid., 1:361, 2:120, 121, 126, 3:222, 224, 228, 4:386.

®21bid., 3:221, 223, 225, 4:397.

%3 bid., 3:224, 225, 5:385.

*bid., 3:221, 223, 225.

% Ibid., 4:406.
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The Mashyakhalof Zahidah bint Mbhammad ibn'Abd Allah a-Tahiri, compiled by al-
Mugatilt (1 biography);66

To one’s surprise, IbAajar never mentioned thdu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
as one of his sources. There is no clear reasothigrbut it is possible that he did not
have access to tidu jam at the time of compiling thBurar.

In more than one case, Ibfajar cites what has been recorded in more than one
Mu jam about the same biographee and compares betwedlifférent stories, selects
the authentic one and adds it to the biograPHy. the biography of &imah bint Al
Bakr, he says: "Al-Birali, adh-Dhahaty and Ibn Rfi‘ heardHadith from her and they
cited Hadiths on her authority in theiMujams"® In the biography of Nasah bint
Ibrahim ibn Silim, we read: "Al-Birzli, adh-Dhahat) and Ibn Rfi* heardHadth from
her and mentioned her in théfu jams.She transmitted a lot until she died in 15 ddan
al-'Ola 15, 749, according to IbnaR"."®® Though IbnHajar drew his information from
the Mu jamsof Nafisah's three students, he preferred to quote tieeadidter death from
the Wafayit of Ibn Raf.”° In six female biographies, IbHajar drew the information
orally from one of the biographee's studéht®ne final source, which is not mentioned
in the introduction, is the book &lan kin zayyan min Shuykh Halab by Muhammad
ibn Yahya ibn Sad.”

A closer look at the biographies in both kel jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
and theDurar reveals that the space of time covered by thetonsmon, as they include
the biographies of those who died in the eighthtuognof the Hijrah. IbnHajar pays
much attention to the biographies Idadith scholars and he relates this to the fact that
many of the biographees were the teachers of hishees’> Surprisingly enough, in the
Durar, we may find lacunae which do not figure in thiel jam. For example, in the
biography of’Aminah bint ‘Abd ar-Raman al-Maqdisiyyah, the date of her birth is
mentioned in théu jam while IbnHajar misses it in thBurar. There is no clear reason
for that. TheDurar is supposed to have been compiled many years thiedviu jam,
hence Ibrtajar could have made use of it to fill out suclaeuha. Before venturing into
an explanation, let us first pay attention to aroihconsistency between thi jam and
the Durar. The following biographies which IbHajar included in théMu jam of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam are missing in thearar: no. 69, 70, 71, 78, 79, 91, 92, 94, 96, 112,
136, 140, 161, 167, 170, 171, 182, 186, 201, 205, 228, 233, 240, 246, 249, 260, 287,
and 299.

It is noteworthy that some biographies are almdshiical in both thé®urar and
the Mu jam.”* However, some biographies are very short in Bluear while they are

% bid., 2:112-113.

7 Aminah Jaral ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddithat", 485.

®8 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 3:223.

% |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 4:397.

0 Aminah Jaral ad-Din, "Tamjim al-Muhaddithat", 485.

" Ibid. For examples, see Iiifajar,ad-Durar, 1:361, 2:188, 237, 3:227 (no. 569, 570).

2 |bn Hajar, ad-Durar, 2:129. Aninah suggests that the book has been lost as #hew rieference to it
anywhere. Arinah Jaral ad-Din, "Taf@jim al-Muhaddithat”, 485.

3 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:4.

" See, for example, the biography afins ibn al-Qssar. In theDurar we read: Yinus ibn Miéammad
ibn Yinus ibn Abal-Qasim alHarrani Abiz an-Nin ad-Dallal. Wulida sanat 650 wausmia ‘ala an-Najib
al-Harrani as-Sidis wal-ashir wal#adi ‘ashar min Muwfagatih wa min Al Bakr ibn al-Imad
Musafahatin wa haddath. Mita ff 12 Junada al-’Ula sanat 739. Ibn Hajar,ad-Durar, 4:488 (1340).
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more detailed in thélujam.”” On the other hand, some biographies are shorhen t
Mu jam but are much more detailed in tBairar.”® Sometimes the details added to a
biography complete the picture about the life afeatain scholar. For example, in the
biography of Aamad ibn‘Umar ibn ‘Afaf al-‘Attar, included in theMu jam, Ibn Hajar
adds that he suffered from a slight form of blire@hen he was of an old age. He also
adds that alAttar was an experienced pharmacist. Both pieces ofnmdtion are not
included in his biography in thBurar. This opens the possibility that he in fact worked
on theMu jam and added information to it, even after having ptated theDurar. Now
we have a complete picture about'Attar. By stating that he was blind, people are
warned against relying much on reports from himyvikig had some experience in
pharmacy is an indication of the vast knowledge #haAttar had even in non-religious
sciences.

Ibn Hajar shows an interest in mentioning the relati@ween him and the
biographee. For example, in the biography of IbiKayal, he says: "I compiled a
mashyakhaHor him, which contains the biographies of 80 teas.”’ We can also
notice that in both works, IbHajar attaches great value to mentioning the pesstates
of birth and death. If there is more than one [mky, he records them all without
giving the reference. The usual term used in thsecsqila (it is said)’® Ibn Hajar's
reliability becomes evident by reading therar and theMu jam hand in hand with the
sources referred to by him wherever this is feasilduch a comparison proves his
reliability in excerpting other works, which enables to obtain trustworthy references to
and extracts from works non-extant or data on astbhoknown to us. If we pay special
attention to female biographies, we can notice thathe Durar Ibn Hajar was very
careful to state whether a female biographee wodssdu;addithaor not. However, he
left out this item in the biography of 3 female dniapheeg? while in theMu jam of Ash-

In the Mu jam we read: Yinus ibn Miammad ibn ¥nus al-Qasar al-Hariri Abiz an-Nzn Badr ad-On
ad-Dallal, samia min an-Najb ath-Thilith min Mashayakhatih @Sughra as-Sidis wal-'ashir wal-zadr
‘ashar min Muwfagatih wa samia ay/an min Al Bakr ibn al-Imad Musafaiatin, wa haddath.
Mawliduhu sanat khamsin wa sittiah wa mat if thani ‘ashar Jumda al-’4khira min sanat tis wa
thalathin wa sab mi’ah." Ibn Hajar,Mu‘jam Maryam no. 323.
5 See, for example, IbHajar,ad-Durar, 2:326, (2287). We readAbd ar-Ra&man ibn Isn 7 ibn Aimad
ibn ‘Abd Allzh ibn Misa al-Maqdis Zayn ad-Dn Ahi Muzammad wulida sanat .... Wasmia ‘ala al-
Yaldazni wa haddath wa nata ..." In the Mujam Maryamwe read:" ‘Abd ar-Ra&man ibn Isn@ 7 ibn
Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Alizh al-Maqdig ibn as-Saffr al- ‘Arzar Zayn ad-On samia min Ibzhim ibn Khall Juz
Ibn al-Furat wa Nuskhat AbMushirwaJuz' Ibn Ubayy al-Fudit wa ‘ala Ibn ‘Abd ad-0i'im wa ‘ala al-
Yaldani Juz Ibn ‘Arafah wa‘ala Ibn ‘Abd adDga’im wa lbn ‘Abd atHadr wa Khatb Mardz Juz Bakr ibn
Bakkir wa samia min hi’ula’ ghayra dlalik wa min ghayrihim wa ajza lahu as-Sibwa MWzammad ibn
Anjab wa lbn Bam wal-Mundhif wa Ibn ‘Abd asSakim wa ghayrihim wakaddatha mawliduhuif
Ramalan sanata sitt wa arban wa sittmiah wa tuffiya f sadis ‘ashar shahr Rat al- ‘Awaal sanata sab
wa fishrin wa sab mi’ah." (Biography no. 135).
8 For example, we read in théu jam: "Asmi’ bint Yaiqib ibn Atmad ibn Yagib ibn ‘Abd Allzh ibn ‘Abd
ar-Raarman al-Mugri’." (Biography no. 63) While we read in tBaurar: "Asni’ bint Yaqib ibn Aimad
ibn ‘Abd Alizh ibn ‘Abd arRahnén al-Halabiyyat al-al thumma al-Miriyyah al-maraf waliduha bi 1bn
as-Sabuni tukrg Umm al-Fall ukdirat f7 ath-Thilitha ‘ala al-‘1zz al-Rarathi wa haddathat wa matat 7
sr;ﬁlith ‘asharSafar sanat 762 wa gqadidat ‘ala t-Tis ‘in arrakhahi Ibn Rifi <" Ibn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:361.
Ibid., 1:76.
8 In theMu jam Maryam see biographies no. 87, 90, 139, and 141. IiDtar, see 1:70 (187), 1:223-4
(573), 1:477 (1289), 2:27 (1537), 4:26 (71), 4:30Q), 4:64-5 (184), 4: 125 (324), 4:168 (450),
9 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 2:103 (1701), 2:126 (1782), 4:399 (1098)
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Shaykhah Maryam the position of the same biograpleégladth transmission is well
documented® The preceding discussion supports the possittitigt Ibn Hajar never
made any use of thklujam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam at all. There may be a very
simple explanation for this, for instance that gegpers of his draft had been put in a
place where he did not succeed to trace them.

3.5. TheMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and Similar ContemporaryWorks

Upon comparing thélu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryamith similar contemporary
works, | will try to point out the different styles compilingMu jam ash-Shuykh in the
age of IbnHajar. This will tell us about how certain detailsre collected and how each
compiler came by his information. If we compare Majam Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
with one of its contemporamu jamssuch as that ofa] ad-Din as-Subk(d. 771/1369),
the following remarks are pertinent. Boltfu jams were compiled by a student of the
author. TheMu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam had been compiled by hedestt Ibn
Hajar, that of as-Subkby his student Ibn Sa as-Salihi (d. 759/1357). Both Ibitlajar
and Ibn Sa &-Salihi compiledMu jams for other male and female scholars.tAdl-
Mahasin alHusayn (d. 765/1364) said about Ibn ‘8a"And he compiledroujamsand
mashyakhalsfor many of his teachers and colleagu®slbn Sad as-Salihi compiled
mashyakhahfor ‘A’ishah a-Salihiyyah, ‘Abd atKarim ibn ‘Abd atKarim ibn ‘Abd a-
Rahnin al-Bdlabaki (d. 760/1%8)2% ‘Abd ar-Raim ibn ‘Abd alWahtib as-Salmal-
Ba'labkki (d. 737/1337¥2 and Yasuf ibn Yawya ‘Abd ar-Raman ibn Najm al-Arari
(751/1350)* Ibn Kathr attributes Ibn Sa's interest in compiling thenashyakhaso the
fact he had a good knowledge of the nameajnf’ of Hadith and their transmittefS.
Apart from theMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryartbn Hajar also compiled, among others,
the Mashyakhatof al-Qibibi and Ftimah®®

Ibn Sad al-Arsari died in 759/1357, that is 12 years before theldeffs-Subk
In fact, as-Subikhad seen a draft of hidu jam and made comments orfitlbn Sad al-
Ansari read the 16 gatherings of thMufjam in the presence of as-Sabkhe first
gathering in seven sessions, the second in nirstossg® In the case of th#lu jam of
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam, it is true that IHajar finished its compilation in 803/1400, that

8 See biographies no. 97, 10330

8 Muhammad ibn‘AlT ibn alHasan aHusayn, Dhayl Tadhkirat alf/uffaz (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah, 1998), 60.

82 For his biography, see as-S@iu jam ash-Shugkh, 257.

8 For his biography, see Ibn dmad, Shadhaiit adh-Dhahab6:225.

8 Mu jam ash-Shugkh li Tgj ad-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhb ibn ‘Ali as-Subk ed. Bashsir ‘Awwad Ma'riif and
others (Beirut: Br al-Gharb al-l1ddmi, 2004), 16. For the biography ofaSuf ibn Yawya, see as-Sulik
Mu jam ash-Shugkh, 591-20.

8 |sma‘1l ibn ‘Umar Ibn Katlir, Al-Bidayah wa an-Niliyah (Cairo: Dar Ihya’ at-Tuith al- Arabi, 1988),
14:236.

8 For other works compiled by IHfiajar, see Chapter 3.

87 As-Subk added to thé/u jam the biographies of Khalibn Aybak a-Safad (entry no. 47), Khal ibn
Kaykald al-‘Ala’1 (entry no. 48), Amad ibn Mthammad ibn‘Abd ar-Raman al-'Asjad (entry no. 33),
and Jibrl ibn Yaqat al-Masr1 (entry no. 45). The comments made by as-Satay be in the form of adding
some moreajzz’ or books which he heard from a certain teacklerjam ash-Shugkh, 17.

8 Mu jam ash-Shuykh, 17.
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is 2 years before the death of Ash-Shaykhah Maryamit is not clear whether she had
seen a draft of it or not, nor whether it had bessad to her.

The Mujam of as-Subk includes the biographies of 172 male and female
teachers, and is arranged alphabetically. The &ptges of female teachers come at the
end of the biographies of male teachers, not ipggsed among them, as is the case of
the Mujam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam. The total number of fem@achers in the
Mu jam of as-Subkis twenty, but in théVu jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam there are 28
female teachers.

The compiler of theMu jam of as-Subkdivides each biography into three main
parts. In the first part he gives some detailshengersonal life of the biographee. This
includes his/her lineage, his/her teachers, wheduddt heard from him/her, his/her
educational background, and what other scholarsaseyt him/her, and the date of
his/her death and birth. His main sources for plait are as-Sulbk as-Tabagit al-Kubra,
al-Birzalt's Mu jam ash-Shuykh, and adh-Dhahals Mu jam ash-Shuykh. In the second
part, the compiler lists a report which as-Subéard from his teacher. In the third part,
the compiler locates this report in tHacdth collections based on al-Mizz Tukfat al-
Ashiaf.2? What is unique about this part is that the compjlees many details about the
report quoted and its authenticity. He might expldifficult words in the text or give a
short biography of the transmitter from al-MigZ ahdHb al-Kamal .

Another unique feature of thdu jam of as-Subkis that the compiler gives the
year in which as-Sublheard a certaifladth from his teacher or the year in which he
was awarded amjazah by the teacher. In many entries we réadh ajaza lami fi
sanati...” (and he awarded us #azahin the year of...f* The compiler of thvlujam
of as-Subk lists all the reports which as-Sdbtkeard from or read to his teachers. This
aspect is missing in the case of e jam of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam. But lbHajar
listed these reports in other books suchaadlajma’ al-Mu’assis litMujam at
Mufahras®
Usually, a biography of the author olVai jam, or of the person for whom tidu jam

was compiled, is provided within tidu jam. Such a biography can tell us about the
places the author or the main protagonist visiéd, the people he/she met. It also gives
us an idea about the way of life he/she led, tlemtsvof his/her time he/she was involved
in, and the sort of company he/she kept. Unforelgathe compilers of th®lu jam of
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and thMu jam of as-Subkdid not include a biography for the
authors for whom th#&lu jamshave been compiled.

8 1n very few entries, he quotdtusnad Amad Sunan al-Bayhaitgnd theMustadrakof al-Hakim.

% For comments on the narrators, 8&ejam as-Subk 173, 217, 249, 250, 261, 266, 272, 274, 276, and
296. For comments made by IH@&jar on the narrators, see for example biograpiies8, 61, and 243. In
one case |Ibiajar identifies the name of one transmitter refitein theisnad by hiskunyahand family
name. See the report quoted in biography no. 125.

1 See, for exampléylu jam as-Subik 40, 65, 75, 82, 130, 142, 171, 176, 200, 212,

92 Seeal-Majma’ al-Mu’assis lil-Mujam al-Mufahras 400-5.
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Chapter Four

The World of the Mu jam

Introduction

The purpose of the earliest biographicatipgl works was to provide a means of
testing the authenticity oHadth. Accordingly, a compendium of traditionists, or
mufjam, listed a traditionist's pre- and post-links ihthe chains of transmission he was
known to have taken part in, as well as his dateirth and date of death, and his known
accuracy and probity, or otherwise. It was, theefas suggested by Morray, able to
answer, in respect of a link in @nad, three key questions: Did his verifiable dateswall
him to have heard from the link after him? If tha#gl, was he known to have heard from
and passed on to the people in question? If hedcamd did, hear from and recount to
them, was he known to have been competent andtetisgted enough to transmit the
Hadith exactly as he had heard'it?

The different styles of compiling sudfiu jamshave been illustrated by Ildfajar
in his introduction to hisnashyakhahvhere we read: "It is the custom with learned men
to collect the names of their shaykhs, in ordesd¢ba memorial for them and for later
generations. In this, the scholars have adoptddrdift methods. Some of them have
made a difference between those from whom theyrbally heard the books and those
from whom they had only received thézah Other scholars have put both groups in the
same category. Some have recorded onlytiakth after the name of the shaykh, so that
the chain ofisnad might not be broken. Others have indicated onbs¢éhshaykhs from
whom they had received a ‘higgnad’."

We are confronted with two styles dflujams and Mashyakhahs One is
compiled by the teacher himself, the other by ohhki® students. Th&lu jam of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam is not a new invention. Long befbretajar, there are references in
biographical dictionaries thlu jamsandMashyakhahs

With regard to theMu jams and theMashyakhahscomposed by the teachers
themselves, al-Kathi gives a list of titles, the earliest of which datkack to the
fourth/tenth century whereas the closest toHajar is by‘Umar ibn Al1 ibn ‘Umar al-
Qazwini (eighth/fourteenth century).

With regard to theMujams compiled by a teacher’s student or someone, al-
Kattani gives a list of more than thirty titles, the easti of which goes back to the
third/ninth century, while the closest to lbfajar is theMashyakhalof Ibn al-Khablaz
(eighth/fourteenth century). Of this list, M jamsare devoted to female scholérs.

! David Morray, An Ayyubid Notable and his world: Ibn &dm and Aleppo as portrayed in his
biographical dictionary of people associated witle tity(Leiden: Brill, 1994), 8.

2 Hellmut Ritter, "Autograph in Turkish LibrariesOriensVI (1953):81.

% For theMu jams see al-Katni, Fihris al-Faharis, 2:6105; for the Mashyakhassee 2:629-52.

* The Mashyakhahof Shuhdah al-Ktibah, compiled by her studembd al-Aziz ibn Ma&imid ibn al-
Mubarak (d. 574/1178) (for her biography, see Ibrlalad, Shadhaiit adh-Dhahab4:248; al-Zirikl1, al-
A‘lam, 3:178; the Mashyakhahof Sayyidah bint Nlsa al-Maraniyyah (d. 695/1295); the Mashyakhahof
‘Aftfah al-Farfaniyyah (d. 606/1209) (for her biography, see Adrabdy, Siyar, 19:459.); the
Mashyakhalof Wajthah bint Al1 ibn Yahya al-Iskandagniyyah (d. 732/1331), compiled by IbrafR and
Taq ad-Din ibn ‘Arram (for her biography, see Ifajar,ad-Durar, 4:406, al-Ziriki, al-A‘lam, 8:111); the
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4.1. An Overview of the Development ofashyakhah, Mu jam, Fahrasah, and
Barnamij

The rich literature onMu jams and Mashyakhahscompels us to sketch the
headlines of the development of this genre. With émergence of Islamic tradition
(Hadith), several genres of Islamic literature have tead. As important as the content
of the Hadith, is the chain of transmission, tlead, which precedes eadfiadith. For
accepting a certaiHadith, theisnad has to be authentic and the contenatf) has to be
in conformity with the Quin and other authentigadths. In the early stages, bagmad
and text were written down but disseminated or&lyt with the expansion of Islam and
the enormous diversification of the different dpdities of learning, it was impossible to
maintain the oral transmission as the only veHintegpassing on knowledge.

At a later stage, historical and Tradition textgaeveritten in all sorts of personal
notebooks of transmitters, and later, in more dmghcollections that were indented for
a larger audience. Though, in the end, books becmoepted as the ordinary medium,
the individual and personal approach neverthelesmined intact. Biographical literature
emerged as one of the consequences of this individnd personal approathlhe
"science of men", ofilm ar-Rijal, developed into a critical method for the asses$mog
scholarly authority. Many biographical works werevdted to describing networks of
scholarship and chains of transmissioiseveral individual and personal genres
developed, like théahrasah the mashyakhahthe ma‘gjim, etcetera. In what follows |
will try to sketch the evolution and developmentiod different kinds of these genres.

Studying at the hands of a certain teacher wasobtiee key features of Islamic
education. The educational sessidrdgah) which the scholars dfladith used to hold,
started very early in Muslim history. The prophetifdmmad himself used to gather
those who followed him in the house of al-Argam ot al-Argam (d. 53/672) to teach

Mashyakhalof Halibah bint al-ZayriAbd ar-Raman ibn Al Bakr Muhammad al-Maqdis(d. 733/1332)
(for her biography, see lbiajar, ad-Durar, 2:5-6.); theMashyakhalof Zaynab bint Yhya ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn ‘Abd as-Sam (d. 735/1334) (for her biography, see Ibn‘lalad, Shadhasit adh-Dhahab
6:110); theMashyakhatof ‘A’ishah bint Mlhammad ibn Muslim ibn Samah ibn al-Bai’ al-Harmni as-
Salihiyyah (d. 736/1335), compiled by Shams auhDAba ‘Abd Allah ibn Sad &-Salihi al-Hanbat
(759/1357) (for her biography, see llifajar, ad-Durar, 2:238, adh-DhahabMu jam Shuykh adh-
Dhahaly, 2:934.); the Mashyakhalof Zaynab bint akamal (d. 740/1339); the Mashyakhalof Fatimah
bint al-'Izz Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar al-Maqgdisiyyah (d. 747/1346) (for her biogrgpsee IbrHajar, ad-Durar,
3:220); theMashyakhahof Zaynab bint Ism'1l ibn Ibrahim ibn alKhabkaz (d. 750/1349) (for her
biography, see IbHlajar,ad-Durar, 2:118-9); theMashyakhatof ‘A’ishah bint Mlhammad ibn'Abd al-
Hadi al-Magqdisiyyah (d. 816/1413) (for her biographge sas-Saldwi, ad-Daw’, 12:81); theMashyakhah
of Zaynab bint Abd Allah ibn Asad al-VYafi ‘T as-Sufi (d. 846/1442); the Mashyakhalof Sitt al-Ahl bint a-
Tabat, compiled by Khal ibn Ahmad al-Aqgfahs (d. 867/1462) (for her biography, see as-Sakhad-
Daw’, 12:19-20, 53, 58.); th&lashyakhahof Asma’ bint ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad al-Matani (d.
867/1462) (for her biography, see as-Salh ad-Daw’, 12:6.); theMashyakhahof Amatullah bint ‘Abd
ar-Raiman ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘AlT al-Qurash (d. deathdate unknown). Al-Katii, Fihris al-Faharis,
2:652-655.
ZJan Just Witkam, "Thigazain Arabic Manuscripts", 124-125.

Ibid.
" Ibid.
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them® It is narrated that: "While the prophet was sijtin the mosque with some people,
three men came. Two of them came in front of himh e third one went away. The two
persons kept on standing before the Prophet fohiéevand then one of them found a
place in the circle and sat there ° After the death of the Prophet, his companions and
followers applied the same methodology.

Ibn &-Salah ash-Shahraai (d. 643/1245 ), in hidMugaddimah mentioned two
main styles of arrangingadiths: 1. Arrangement by legal topics: this is thelusion of
Hadiths according to the legal and other issues they addessl grading them by type,
bringing together the relevant material for eadapalessue and each type, subject by
subject™® 2. Arrangement of thBladith by musnad( ala al-masginid) and the collections
of the Hadiths of each Companion individually, even if theeypfHadiths differed™*

He also mentioned a third type of arranghhagiths, that is the collection of tHg¢adiths
of particular teachers, each one of them separtéte quoted Uthman ibn Said ad-
Darimi (d. 280/894) as saying: "It is said that whoeveegdnot collect théladiths of
these five is bankrupt ikladith: Sufyan [ath-Thawi], Shubah (ibn alHajjaj), Malik,
Hamnad ibn Zayd and [Sufin] ibn ‘Uyaynah. They are the bases of the right religign.”

Imam as-Sakiwi (d. 902/1496) added that some scholars used tte \thie
biography of their teachers in théitu jamslike a-Tabagni in his al-Mu jam al-Awsa
which was arranged alphabetically according to timmes of the teachers.As
Fahndrich rightly stated: "Arabic biographical taéure developed in close connection
with isnad-criticism, i.e., the criticism of the validity ahains {snads) of transmitters of
religio-legal stipulations from the early days dflam. The interest in a person's
reliability, however, soon led some biographerandnterest in more personal aspects of
the persons he mentioned. The most important questio be answered concerning
every personality in this kind of biographical werlcalled7abagit, or "Generations,"
were: Whom could he have seen? Whom did he actaa#? From whom did he learn
traditions? To whom did he teach traditions? Amaliy, traditions about what or whom
did he hand down?®

This genre is also considered as the first levelhistoriography because it
provides firsthand information about the network stholars. The drawback of this
literature is the extent to which one can rely opeason’s own writing about himself.
However, there are ways to double check this infdiom from other sources, especially
from themashyakhalof scholars whose names are mentioned as teaameéstudent?®

The increasing number gfzzahsawarded to scholars was one of the reasons for
introducing the genre d¥lu jam ash-Shuykh. LeadingHadith experts in Andalusia and

8 Muwaffaq ibn‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd akQadir, ‘Ilm al-Athhit wa Madjim ash-Shugkh wal-Mashyakdit
wa fann Kigbat at-Tagjim (Makkah: ami‘at Umm al-Qu&, 2000), 61.

o Muhammad ibn Isr‘1l al-Bukhari, Sakih al-Bukhiri, (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 2002), 29.

19 Ash-Shahrair, An Introduction 179-180.

" bid., 180.

2 |bid.

% bid., 181.

14 <Abd al-Cadir, ‘llm al-Athhzit, 76.

5 Hartmut E. Fahndrich, "The Wafatyal-A‘yan of lbn Khallikin: A New Approach."Journal of the
American Oriental Societ§3, no. 4 (1973): 437.

16 Recep SenturkiNarrative Social Structure: Anatomy of Hadith Tramission Network, CE 610-1505
(Stanford University Press, 2005), 167.
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the Maghreb took the initiative and compiled lists the teachers with whom they
studied*’ Therefore, thdjazah became an important source for the history of lscho
and cultural networks in providing the details biiethh an entire cultural environment
can be reconstructétl. A survey of biographical dictionaries of the Matlperiod
would reveal that many women were awardi@g@ahsto transmit the texts they read
before or heard from their teachers. Iblajar reports that Zaynab bint al-Kam
possessed a camel loadjazahs'®

4.2. General Definitions
4.2.1. TheMashyakhah

The mashyakhahs a collection in which the main attention is desed on the
teachers with whom someone studied. The conterth@fmashyakhahincludes the
biographies of the teachers and the books studnelgrutheir direction. Late scholars
included also in theimashyakhahsll important information about their teachers. An
example of this is thenashyakhatof Ibn Jami‘ah (d. 733/1332° He included, for
instance, information about Bhim ibn Khatl ibn ‘Abd Allah al’Adant (biography no.
2), and Isma‘1l ibn Ibrahim ibn Stekir (biography no. 16) and &lusayn ibn Ib&him ibn
al-Husayn ibn Yisuf al-Hamad#ni (biography no. 20). The criterion of the arrangetne
of the mashyakhahvaries from onemashyakhaho another. Somenashyakhahsare
arranged according to the significance of the teecin the career path of the studént.
Othermashyakhasire arranged according to the death date of tehées’? Others are
arranged alphabetically according to the namebefdachers®

4.2.2. TheMu jam

Its distinctive feature is its alphabetical arrangat, as indicated by its name.
Many of themujamsare in fact a subcategory of thrashyakhahAl-Mu jam a-Saghir
andAl-Mu jam al-Awsa of a-Tabagni belong to this category. Sometimes, thejam
was composed to list the names of the Companiogsneral, so it is not necessary that
the Mu jam is always about the names of the teachers ofuttea Al-Mu jam al-Kalr
of a-Taba#ni belongs to the second category. Some scholarseddfiemujam as a
collections ofHacdiths arranged according to the death dates of #ehées, or arranged
in an alphabetical order. In some casesHadths are arranged according the status that
the teacher occupied, but in most cases it is gadalphabeticall§’ In fact, there are
two more kinds oMu jam, themufjam exclusively dedicated tHacith teachers, and the
mujam of all the teachers of whatever branch of schipetth

" Qasim as-Samaiii, "Al-lj azat wa Taawwuruta at-Tarikhi," ‘dlam al-Kutub2, no. 2 (1981), 283.

18 Jan Just Witkam, "Thiazain Arabic Manuscripts”, 135.

19 |bn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:118.

% Mashyakhat @di al-Qudah Shaykh al-lsm Badr ad-Dn Al ‘Abdillzh Mukammad ibn Ibghim ibn
Jani ‘ah, ed. Muwaffaq ibriAbd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-1simi, 1988).

21 Such as th&lashyakhatof 1bn al-Jawe

22 Such as thélashyakhatof Ibn al-BukHari.

% Such as th&lashyakhatof Ibn Jana‘ah.

24 Al-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis, 2:610.

% SenturkNarrative, 167-168.
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In Andalusia and the Maghrelmujams and mashyakhahsvere given different
names such a@ahrasah thabat andBarnamaj. They are all no more than synonyms of
mufjam and mashyakhah By the fall of Andalusia, the wordarnamaj almost
disappeared and was replaced by the featirasah There was a very limited mention of
the word in later collection®. The use of the worBarnimaj alone in the titles of books
by scholars in Andalusia and the Maghreb did né¢rrexactly to its content. Other
words were used along witBarnamaj, such asMarwiyyat, Riwayat, or Masmi ‘at. In
some cases, the materials of B&namaj are limited to the narrations éfadith and
their chains of transmissions without any referetweahe biographies of teachers. In
other cases, words likBhuyikh, Ashyikh, or Mashyakhahare added to the title of the
Barnamaj. In those cases, the materials are focused orbittgraphies of teachers.
Scholars in Andalusia followed the style of schelarthe East when they included in the
introductions to their works their methodologicattimods.

4.3. Different Structures ofMu jams and Mashyakhahs

There is a huge number dfujams and Mashyakhahsavailable to us, whether
printed or still in manuscript form, and they haliferent styles of composition. Experts
in this genre of literature have identified fivéfeient structure$’

4.3.1. The School ofsnads and Teachers' TransmissionsNlarwiyyat)

All the Mu jamsandMashyakhahshat were written in the early period lead us to
conclude that the main focus of their authors wastlee transmissions of a certain
Hadith, or a book or §uz'?® through a certaiisnad all the way to its first source. In so
doing, the authors did not pay any attention to hiegraphies of the Shaykhs. They
mentioned only their names, their fathers' namiesir tschools of thought, their birth
place, the place where they read steltiths to their teachers, and the date of meeting
them in some casés.

In many cases, the author of a certisin jam or Mashyakhahdoes not mention
the title of the book or thgiz’ which he narrates, but only tienad thereof all the way
back to the original author of the book using orfetlme different methods of
transmissiori’ Not focusing on the detailed biography of the teaaloes not necessarily
mean that the authors of théu jam or Mashyakhahdid not talk about their reliability.
Some Mu jams and Mashyakhahanentioned in brief the status of certain schokss
being of a good reputation in the field of transsioa or otherwise. Othévlu jams and
Mashyakhahscommented on thélaciths being narrated and on whether they were
authentic, weak, or fabricatél.

As mentioned above, giving tidashyakhahgshe name oMu jam ash-Shuykh
meant that the names of the teachers were arrangettordance with the letters of the

27 1bn ‘Abd akQadir, ‘llm al-Athhat, 79.
2 Juz refers to théladiths of a one person #fadiths collected on just one topic. See, Mohammad rikra
Nadwi, Al-Mukaddithat: The Women Scholars in Islagmterface Publications, Oxford-London, 2006),
132.
291bn ‘Abd atQadir, 1Im al-Athhit, 79.
30 i
Ibid.
L Ibid.
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alphabet in their oriental sequence. But the ctersty, as al-Qadi notes, does not go
very far: only the first letter of the first namd a given teacher was taken into
consideration. Thus people with names like dtiim", "Ahmad", "Iaq", and ‘Adam"
came first, simply because the first letter of thgimes is aalif. Within this letter, as in
all other letters, there was no particular ordematsbever: neither the second nor the
following letters of the name were taken into cdesation. The reader, al-Qadi argues,
thus knows approximately where the biographieseofain persons are going to be, but
only within the large range of the first letter dfeir first name$? This kind of
arrangement was followed in later centuries. Manthars of Mu’jams used to begin
with the name Mhiammad or Amad as they are the names of the Prophet Miham®>
of Abt Ya‘la Ahmad ibn al-Muthanh at-Tammi al-Mawsili (d. 307/919) and the
Mu jam of Ibn Jard' as-Saydawi (402/1012) are good examples of this categorgome
other cases, the author began with his father'ssnanthe name of one of his leading
teachers, especially if it began with the le#k.

Examples of this first structure include: thijam ash-Shuykh of Ibn ‘Asakir
(d. 571/1175) which he arranged alphabetically, starting theetetlif with those named
Ahmad; theMujam® of ad-Dimiyati (d. 705/1305f who began with those named
Muhammad followed by those namedrmad, while ending each letter with the names of
his female teacher¥;the Al-Mujam al-Laif*® of adh-Dhahab (d. 748/1347 who
began with those namedh/ad but was unable to maintain the alphabeticakrord
because many of his teachers co-narrated ceftdid Hadiths*°

4.3.2. The School of the Transmission and TeacheiBiography

The second structure bfu jamsandMashyakhags based on two elements:
The first element presents some details aboutdbials historical, and scientific aspects
of the life of the author's teachers. The secomdneht focuses on narrating as many
transmissions of the teachers and tracking somm<lod transmissions in some cases.
‘Abd al-Qadir argues it is very difficult to identify the §it Mu jam or Mashyakhalthat
applied this new style because sokhejams are still in manuscript, or have been lost.
However, the available materials tell us that tixthscentury of the Hijrah represents a
developed phase of this structite.

32 Wadad al-Qadi, "Biographical Dictionaries: Inneru8ture and Cultural Significance." the Book in
the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communizatin the Middle Easted. George N. Atiyer
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 199B)5.

% TheMu jam has been edited Byusayn Sam Asad (Beirut: @r al-Ma min li at-Turath, 1989).

3 TheMu jam has been edited by WafTaq ad-Din (Damascus: & al-Bash’ir, n.d.).

3 A microfilm of the MS is available atd al-Kutub al-Waaniyyah, Tunisia. Seg&\bd al-Cadir, 1Im Al-
Athhat, 97, note 2.

3 Sharaf ad-in Abi Muhammad‘Abd al-Mu'min ibn Khalaf ad-Dimgti ash-Shfi i. For his biography,
see Ibn alimad, Shadhaiit adh-Dhahab8:23-24

37 Abd al-Qadir, ‘Ilm al-Athbat, 97.

% TheMu jam has been edited bgsim Sulaynan ad-Dusar(Kuwait: Ad-Dar as-Salafiyyah, 1988)

39 Shams ad-ih Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Amad ibn‘Uthhmin adh-Dhahaib For his biography,
see al-Ziriki, al-A‘lam, 5:326.

40 <Abd al-Cadir, ‘llm Al-Athhat, 97-98

*bid., 99.
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An example of this structure is tihunyatt? of al-Qadi ‘lyad (d 544/1149)° He
arranged theMu jam alphabetically. He began the book with those naMetiammad
and then began the lettatif with those named Wmad, followed by those named
Ibrahim. The rest of the biographies cover the lettgrs kha’, ‘ayn, ghayn mim, sin,
shin, ha’ andya’. Al-Qadi ‘lyad divides each biography into two sections. In tinst f
section, he is mainly concerned with providing $haiographies of his teachers and
highlighting the social, cultural, and historicabpacts of their life. He also provides some
details about the famous teachers of his own teacle addition to this, he mentions
some of the positions his teachers occupied. Insdw®nd section of the biography, he
mentions the books or thgadiths which he heard from his teachers. In someemthe
cites some abstracts of those booksladths. The length of the biographies differs from
one entry to another according to the scientifisifpan of the teacher or based on the
efforts that al-@di ‘lyad had put in collecting the raw materials of eaasgbaphy’*

4.3.3. The School of Arranging Mufjams and Mashykhahs Chronologically
According to the Death Dates of Teachers

Many Mu jams andMashykhahsnade the death dates of the teachers the basis of
their structure. This style is similar to th&afayit biographical dictionarie¥. The
Wafayit works follow the events of a given year or decadtl obituaries of the notable
persons who died therefh.Knowing the death dates of teachers is very ingmrin
sifting out Hadiths. It is recorded that Sufly ath-Thawt said, "When transmitters use
falsehood, we employ dates against th&hifafs ibn Ghiyath (d. 195/810 or 196/811) is
reported to have said, "When you have suspicionsitad teacher, settle his account by
years.*® Also Isnii‘1l ibn ‘Ayyash® (d. 181/797) said, "I was in Iraq and the schotdrs
Hadith came to me and said, ‘There is a man who traediadth from Khalid ibn
Ma‘dan over there.’ | wento him and said, 'In which year did you wriadth from
Khalid ibn Ma'dan?' He said, 'In the year, 13', that is, 13/73dait, 'Do you claim that
you hearddadith from Khilid ibn Ma‘dan seven years after his deatf?"

An example of this type is Abal-Qasim ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn al-
Mirziban al-Baghaw's (d. 317/929)Tarikh wafayit ash-Shuykh alladhn adrakahum al-
Baghaw.>! Al-Baghavi arranged the book according to the death datessdkachers in
the period from 255 to 280. He sometimes mentidhedolaces where they were buried,
but he was not concerned with mentioning what famsimitted from ther? It is
noteworthy, however, that thdu jamsand theMashyakhahswhich were not arranged

*2 TheFihris has been edited byMir Zuhayr Jarir (Beirut: Car al-Gharb al-Isimi, 1982).
3 Aba al-Fall ‘lyad ibn Masa ibn ‘lyad ibn ‘Amrian ibn Masa ibn ‘lyad ibn Muhammad ibn Nisa ibn
‘lyad al-Yahsubt as-Salat For his biography, see Ibn dmad, Shadhadit adh-Dhahab 6:226-7.
4 Abd al-Cadir, ‘Ilm al-Athhit, 100-102.
5 Abd al-Qadir, ‘Ilm Al-Athhit, 128.
¢ R. Stephen Humphreyislamic History: A Framework for Inquirgl.B. Tauris & Co Ltd., London. New
Work, 1992), 189.
" Ash-Shahrairi, An Introduction 299.
*8 |bid.
;‘2 For his biography, see adh-Dhahaiyar, 8:312-328, al-Zirikl, al-A 1am, 1:320.
Ibid.
*1The book has been edited by the India scholahdahmmad ‘Uzayr Shams (Bombay: adab as-
Salafiyyah, n.d.).
52 <Abd al-Cadir, ‘llm al-Athkat, 134.
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on tr;% basis of the death dates of the teachetspati neglect mentioning those death
dates’

4.3.4. The School ofMufjams and Mashyakhahs Based on the Biographies of
Teachers Who Gave anjazah

Some authors confined thé¥tu jams andMashyakhahso the biographies of the
teachers who conferred upon themijaizah (the right to transmit a text). In the usual
formula of theijazah the teacher tells the students orally, in writimy through
correspondence, "l give you the right to transmithrsand such books from me, or my
authentic transmissions that you have heard froni"Mm&he arrangement of each
Mu jam within this genre differs from one text to anoth8ome authors arranged the
biographies of their teachers who gave thenj@ahaccording to the cities they visited.
An example of this is A Tahir as-Silaf's al-Wajiz f Dhikr al-Mujaz wal-Mujz>°> Other
authors arranged the biographies chronologicallyoting to the death dates of the
biographees. An example of this is tashyakhalof Sa’in ad-Din Muhammad ibn al-
Anjab an-Naal al-Baghdidi (d. 695/12957° Other examples include Ibiiajar's
Mashyakhat ibn al-Kuwayk al-ladhin ajaziz lahu, and lbn Hajar's al-Arbaan al-
Mujtazah ‘an Shuykh al-lizzah®® Another concrete example of this genre isNhejam
ash-Shugkh of ‘Umar ibn Fahd al-Eshint al-Malik1 (d. 885/1480).

4.3.5. The School oMu jams and Mashyakhahs Based on the Teachers of Cities
Visited by Scholars

Traveling to other cities to he&fadths from other scholars is one of the highly
recommended customs Hhbdith students. Ibn &Salah said: “When the student starts to
study Hadith, let him buckle down and work hard. He shouldibeyy hearingtadith
from the teacher in his city with the bastad and the one most worthy from the
standpoint of knowledge, fame, nobility, and satpmland then the next most worthy.
When he finishes hearing the elevated and impoHauxith of his town, let him travel to
other lands. We heard that ia ibn Ma'in said, ‘There are four people in whom you
cannot detect any proper behavior: the watchmansbfeet, the herald of a judge, the son
of a Hadith transmitter, and the man who writEadth in his own land and does not
travel to studyHacdith. We heard that Amad ibnHanbal was asked, ‘Should a man
travel to acquire elevation iHadth?' He said, ‘Yes, by God! EnergeticallyHadth
from ‘Umar [ibn al-Khaab] used to reachAlgamah [b. Qays] and al-Aswadand they
were not satisfied with them until they went‘tdmar and heard from him directly. God
knows best. We heard that dbtm ibn Adham said, ‘God deflects adversity from this

community through the traveling of the scholarsiatith’."®°

%3 |bid., 137.

> |bid., 143.

:Z The book has been edited by Mummad Khayr al-Big1 (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-1sdmi, Beirut, 1991).
Ibid., 143.

° Siraj ad-Din Aba at-Tayyib Mithammad ibn Mzammad ibn'Abd akLatif ibn Ahmad ibn Mamad ibn

Abit al-Fah ar-RibT (d. 807/1404). For his biography, see Ibnlaiad, Shadha#t adh-Dhahah9:108

%% |bid., 146.

%9 Aba Salam al-Aswad al-HidlT al-Kafi (d. 84/703). For his biography, see adh-Dhafiyar, 4:257.

89 Ash-Shahraari, An Introduction 175-76.
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Due to the many travels undertaken Hbgdith students, many of them arranged
their mujams based on the teachers of the cities they traveled unique example of
this genre is thdlu jam of Aba Yasuf Yaquab ibn Sufy@n al-Fasaw(d. 277/890) which
has the biography of 300 teachers from differetiesi As-Sakhwi informs us that he
arranged the biographies according to the citiessibited® Another example is the
Mu jam of Aba Bakr Muthammad ibn Ikihim ibn ‘Al1 ibn “‘Asim al-Mugqri’ (d. 381/991).
Ibn al-Mugri said, "This is a book in which | collected the manof thetladth teachers
from whom | heardHadth in al-Hijaz, Mecca, Egypt, Syria, Irag, etc®2"Other
examples include Ibn'Abdas®® Shuyikh al-Buldin, as-Silafs al-Mashyakhah al-
Baghdidiyyah Mufjam Shuykh Asbahin, andAl-Arba‘an al-Baladiyyah Ibn ‘Asakir's
al-Arba‘iin al-Buldiniyyah® as-Sahts® Mal’ al- ‘Aybah bira jumi‘ah bi+il al-ghaybah
fil-wajhah al-wajhah ila al-Haramayn Makkah w#&aybah®

61 ‘Abd al-Cadir, ‘Ilm al-Athhit, 153-154.

®2|bid., 155.

8 Aba Bakr Ahmad ibn Mihammad ibn‘Abdas (d. ca 400/1009). For his biography, see adh-Biiah
Siyar, 17:58.

% The book has been edited by Munmad Mti* al-Hafiz (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr al-Muasir, n.d.), another
edition by Mwtafa * Ashir under the titleArba‘zna kadithan li arbaina shaykhan min arbaa baldah
(Cairo: Maktabat al-Qugn, n.d.).

® Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn'Umar ibn Rushayd al-Fihas-Salit(d. 721/1231). For his biography,
see Ibn alimad, Shadhad#it adh-Dhahab8:102

% The book has been edited by Mimmad ibn aHalib ibn al-Khijah (Beirut: Oir al-Gharb al-lsim,
n.d.).
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Chapter Five

Women andHadith During the Mamluk Period

5.1 Introduction: Women's Authority as Hadith Transmitters

Before delving into the life and career of Ash-Stteah Maryam al-Adhrayyah,
let me outline the position diadith scholars on women's reports. The early schaolfars
Hadth did not stipulate that Hadth's being reported by a man is a condition of its
acceptability or its being reported by a woman igsoadition for its rejection. The
Mu‘tazilah, a sect of rationalists in the early peria@re the strictest in their rule that
they would not consider dadth as sound unless it came from two independeméatoes
in every generation going all the way back to thgioal speaker. However, they did not
require that the two narrators had to be male.

While specifying the characteristics of those whtvaasmission is accepted and
those whose transmission is rejected, the greaerexp Hacdith, Ibn a-Salah (d.
643/1245), did not distinguish betweemrladith reported by a male and another reported
by a femalé. In a section entitled "Enumeration of the wayswvinich amukaddith and
shzhid are similar and dissimilar” al-Kiné al-Baghdati(d. 463/1071) notes that: "As for
the ways in which they are different, it is in termof the prerequisites that a witness
(shahid) be free, not a parent or child or a relativetfe parties to the case] which would
raise suspicion [of bias], and that he should netabbiased friend. [There are the
additional requirements that] there be one maromescases of testimony, and two men
in some, and four men in other cases. All of thesse not considered with regard to a
person relating &ladith report (nukhbi) because we accept the report of a slave and a
woman and a friend and others [who, in certain $aseay be unacceptable as
witnesses]® Al-Khatib also observed: "[after all] our pious learnededatessors
(‘ulama@’ as-Salaj accepted the narrations of women, slaves, ansetiho were not
known for their legal expertise even if they natamerely one or twhadiths.”

The seventh century scholar Ibn Rushayq ali# (d. 632/1234) discussed the
acceptability of reports originating in a singlenador. He mentioned some examples of
accepted narrators, and it is worth noting thatrtames of three women Companions
headed the list. He said: "They (the Companions thed successors) relied on the
narration of a single person, like the narration Afishah (d. 57/676)Hafsah (d.
41/661), Umm Salamah (d. 59/678 ),iAHurayrah (d. 59/678), IbiAbbas (d. 68/687),
Ibn ‘Umﬁar (d. 74/693), A Bakr (d. 13/634),Uthman (d. 35/655) and countless other
people.

The thirteenth century leading jurist ammad ash-Shawki (d. 647/1250)
confirmed that it had never been reported thathalac rejected &lacith because it had

! Nadwi, al-Mukaddithat, 23.

% |bid., 24.

% Al-Khatib al-Baghddi, Al-Kifayah f ‘Ilm ar-Riwayah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al:limiyyah, 1988), 94,
quoted from Asma Sayee8hifting Fortunes198. Emphasis was added by Asma Sayeed.

* Asma Sayeedhifting Fortunes234.

5 Nadwi, &-Mukaddithit, 24
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been transmitted by a wom&mdh-Dhahab (d. 748/1348) even said: "We have never
known of a woman who was charged with lies or a @onvhose reports were rejectéd.”
Ibn ‘Arraq al-Kinani (d. 963/1556) devoted an entire chapter of hisofzsrbookTanzh
ash-Sharah al-Marfi'ah ‘an al-Aadith al-Mawdii ‘ah to listing hundreds of
fabrications, where no woman's name crops up, e ence’

The soundness of a particulHadth is based on the personal qualities of the
transmitters, male and female alike, and how virgllinks between the individuals in the
chains of narration could be verified. Naturallgnee chains were preferred over others.
The reports that begin witiA’ishah are considered to be among the best chais.isT
substantiated by the following statement ohyaibn Mdin (d. 233/847) who is reported
to have said:Ubayd Allah ibn ‘Umar (d. 147/764) from aDasim (ibn Mthammad ibn
Abi Bakr as-Sidtl, d. 106/724 or 112/730) frorA’ishah is a solid golden chain of
transmission

Al-Khatib al-Baghddi reported that Wak ibn alJargh (d. 197/812) was once
asked to indicate his preference among these thrams: (1) Hishm ibn ‘Urwah (d.
146/763) from his fathetUrwah (d. 93/711) fromA’ishah; (2) Aflah ibn Humayd (d.
158/774) from al-@sim (ibn Mthammad ibn AbBakr) from ‘A’ishah; (3) Sufyan (ath-
Thawri, d. 161/777) from Maar ibn al-Mutamir (d. 132/749) from Iahim (an-
Nakhdi d. 96/714 ) from al-Aswad (ibn Yazd. 74/693) fromA’ishah. He said: "We
do not consider anyone equal to the people of iyfKKufa]. Sufyan from Marar from
Ibrahim from al-Aswad from'A’ishah is more highly appreciated to m@.His own
reason for this choice, as noted by Nadwi, wasttiege transmitters were based in Kufa
and he would have first-hand assurance of theilitgufa

Early Hadith scholars also praised the reports transmittech fumm Salamah.
Al-Hakim An-Nisabart reports that Amad ibnHanbal (d. 241/855), Yaga ibn Main,
and ‘Al1 ibn atMadini (d. 234/848) gathered with a group Hadth scholars and
discussed the best of all good chains. "One of tka: The best is ShHuah (ibn al
Hajjaj, d. 160/776) from Qatlah (d. 118/736) from Sa ibn atMusayyab (d. 93/711)
from ‘Amir (ibbn Abi Umayyah) the brother of Umm Salamah from Umm Satam
[herself]*?

However, there are other scholars who considereagetodbe a factor in assessing
the legal validity ofHadith. Here reference is made two narrations attribute the
female Companionsaimah bint al-Qays and Busrah b#afwan. Four main variants of
Fatimah'’s hadith speak of‘Umar ibn al-Kh#&ab’s criticism of herhadith. The fourth

® Ash-Shawkni, Nayl al-Awar, 8:122.

" Adh-Dhahal, Mizan al- ltidal ff Naqd ar-Riil, 4:64.

8 |bn ‘Arraq al-Kinani, Tanzh ash-Sharh al-Marfii ‘ah ‘an alAharth al-Mawdiz ‘ah, 1:19-133, cited in
Nadwi, "Al-Muhaddittat: Notes for a talk on the women scholars In Islanohline post:
http://www.interfacepublications.com/images/pdf/AKR_Article2.pdf (accessed (accessed July 5, 2009).
 Nadwi, al-Mukaddithat, 24

10 Al-Khatib Al-Baghdidi, Al-Kifayah, 174.

"Nadwi, al-Mukaddithat, 25.

pid.
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asserts gender-based rejection by Manibn altlakam’® Fatimah’s hadith was rejected
in sum or in part by various jurists across regiaaaters. Not all of the jurists, however,
mention Ftimah's gender as the reason for rejecting her tioadi* Sayeed
contextualizes the two reports in terms of earlythodological debates on the legal
authority of isolated reports and concludes tha gshahadah(legal testimony) and
riwayah (Hadith transmission) are distinct with respect to geaderiteria®

5.2 Women’s Education in the Mamluk Period: An Oveview

Previous studies concluded that women played a \@mtye role in the
transmission of the Prophetic traditionidaith) throughout much of Islamic history.
Recent studies show that women of the Companioerggan participated actively in
this domain of religious knowledge. However, a tecbf women can be observed in the
historical record from the mid-second to the mid¢fb centuries. In the second half of
the fourth century, women re-emerged in the souroasHadth learning and
transmission. From this period until well into thdamluk era, women acquired
exemplary reputations a$adith transmitters® This revival is connected with the impact
of traditionalist Sunnlslam, as it was successful in mobilizing womerSimn circles
after the fourth century and engaging them in ohéhe most public activities in the
sphere of religious learninglacith transmissiori’ The education of any woman began
within the closest kinship circle. When listing thames of those with whom a certain
individual had studied, as-Sakti and other biographers begin with a female
biographee's father, grandfather, or uncle, and/ ohén move on to othet&. For
example, Amat ar-Ram bint Muhammad al-Yininiyyah (d. 739/1328) studiediusnad
an-Nisz’ from theMusnadof Ahmad ibnHanbal with her father, the greatkzaddithand

13 Asma Sayeed, “Gender and legal Authority: An Exaatibn of Early Juristic Opposition to Women’s
Hadith TransmissionJslam Law and Societ}6 (2009), p. 124.

“1bid., 131.

% 1bid., 143.

16 Asma Sayeedshifting Fortunesiii. To the list mentioned in the introductiomecan add the following
monographs: Aamah Mthammad Jaml ad-Din, an-Nis?” al-Mukaddithat fil- ‘Asr al-Mamlizki wa-
dawruhunna filHayzh al-Adabiyyah wa ath-Thafjyyah (Cairo: Car al-Hidayah, 2003); Amal Qirdash,
Dawr al-Mar’ah fi khidmat alf/adith fil-Quriin ath-Thafithah al-'Ula (Doha: Wazrat alAwqaf, 1999);
Richard Bulliet, "Women and the Urban Religiougé&ln the Pre-Mongol Period," Women in Iran from
the Rise of Islam to 180@d. Guity Nashat and Lois Beck (Urbana: Univgrsttlllinois Press, 2003), 68-
79; Asma Afsaruddin, "Muslim Views on Education: Parameters, Purview and Possibilities" Journal of
Catholic Legal Studied4:143 (2005), section VII, 163-66. For generakksoon Muslim education, see
Arthur Stanley Tritton,Materials on Muslim Education in the Middle Ag@sondon: Luzac, 1957);
Mohammed Abdul Muid Khan, "The Muslim Theories adU€ation during the Middle Ages)$lamic
Culture XVIII (1944): 418433; George MakdisiThe Rise of Colleges: Institutions and Learningdsiiam
and the WedgtEdinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1981); idem"Madrasa and University in the Middle
Ages",Studia Islamica32 (1970): 25%4; idem Religion, Law, and Learning in Classical Islatrondon:
Variorum, 1991; idem "The Scholastic Method in Medieval Education: quiry into its Origin in Law
and Theology,"Speculum49:4 (1974): 64®1; idem "The Madrasa as a Charitable Trust, and the
University as a Corporation in the Middle Age§brrespondence d'Orieritl (1970): 329-37; Ahmad
ShalabiHistory of Muslim Educatio(Beirut, 1954).

17 Asma SayeedShifitng Fortunes290. For a more detailed discussion on $usiam, see Scott Lucas,
Constructive CriticsHadith Literature, and the Articulation of Suhislam (Boston: Brill, 2004).

18 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg&g9.
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great jurist Mhammad ibn Amad al-¥inini (8th c.Y® Umm alHusayn bint‘Abd ar-
Rahman ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Asad al-Yaf‘1 learned the art of writing, certain chapters of
the Qutan andal-Arbaiin of An-Nawavi from her mothef’ Al-Husayn ibn‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Mammad ibnHamid ash-Shfi‘7, one of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s
teachers$! is said to have hearHadths from his mother Mawitbah bint ‘Abd al-
Wahtib ibn alHasan ibr Asakir.?

Women could be educated and sexual boundariesrpeeséy providing for
instruction from family members; fathers, brothers husbands. Even so, many women
studied with and receivaglizahsfrom scholars outside the immediate family circkasd
very often the scholars with whom they studied weemselves womefi. This, asserts
Berkey, is not to suggest that education took piace group segregated by sex. On the
contrary, many men and women were instructed by randivedijazahsfrom learned
women?* This is clearly illustrated in biographical diati@ries that cover the Mamluk
period.

The father of Zaynabt&ukhiyyah (d. 789/1388) made her memorize the’&ur
and taught her to write. He also instructed heat mumber of books such akHawi as-
Saghir fil-Furzz® of Najm ad-Dn ‘Abd al-Ghaffir al-Qazwini, al-Mukhtasar of Aba
Shuj‘ Ahmad al-kfahani, andal-Mulkah of Aba Muhammad @sim alHariri.>® After
Zaynab's marriage, her husband, ash-Shams ibn Raflmed the responsibility of her
education. He undertook to continue her educatiagdigg her through thé&ahik of al-
Bukhart and that of Muslim.

Also Zaynab bint Ismil ibn Ahmad studieddadth of Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn
Muhammad as-Samargan(t. 345/956) with her husband Taad-Din Sulayman ibn
Hamzah al-Magqdisin his house in 715/13%5.

Beyond the closest circle, women would study witeo teachers in their towns.
This supports the idea that women’s education vedsconfined to teachers within the
family only, but women went to other teachers imithrespective towns. For example,
Zahidah bint Ib&him ibn ‘Abd al‘Aziz ibn ‘Al1 ibn Muhammad al-Mawil1 al-Khablaz
studigglntikhdb ar-Tabarani li-ibnihi ‘ala lbn Faris with 21 teachers in 718/1318 in her
town.

‘A’ishah al-Magdisiyyah studied withh#ad ibn Al Talib al-Hajjar: Sakih of al-
Bukhari, Kitab Dhamm al-Kaim of al-Haraw, theJuZ of Abu al-Jahm, thé\myli of Ibn
An-Nasir, Musnad ' Umar of An-Najjad, al-Arba‘in of al-'Ajuri, theMusnadof ‘Abd ibn
Humayd. With Sharaf adid ‘Abd Allah ibn alHasan ibn‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-

19 Nadwi, Al-Mukaddithat, 99. For her biography, see adh-Dhahaujam ashShuyikh (At-Ta'if:
Maktabat &-Siddiq, n. d.), 1:189.

20 As-Saktawi, Ad-Daw’ al-Lami |i ahl al-Qarn at-Tisi‘ (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, n.d.), 12:140; cf. Berkey,
Transmission of Knowledg&f9.

21 For more on him, see biography no. 87.

% |bn Rafi* asSallami, Al-Wafayit, 1:269-70. For more on his mother, see adh-Dhafiabikh al-Iskim,
ed. Bashsir ‘Awwad Maraf (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-I€lmi, 2003), 15/514.

Z Berkey, Transmission of Knowledgé72.

2 bid.

% As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:45; cf. Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg#g9.

*® Nadwi, Al-Mukaddithat, 101.

#" Ibid., 103.
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Ghann she studied th&akiz of Muslim; with ‘Abd al-Cadir ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn al-
Mu‘azzam al-Ayyibi she studied th&rah of Ibn Ishaq andluz al-Bizagah?®

Families belonging to the higher classes took dareeducate their female
offspring. This was done for many reasons; eitbexsisure their opportunities in securing
better husbands, and/or in order to enhance tleialspositions within their religious
community. In the first place, through a religioeducation, women were expected to
elevate their moral and social standards and beh&Vi

The biographical dictionaries comment that boysabegheir education and
receivedjazahsat young ages. Their sisters shared in this distin>° Zaynab bint Abd
ar-Raim ibn alHusayn aldraqgi al-Qahirt (d. 865/1461) accompanied her brother to
classes given by her father and other prominenblach such as al-Fass and al-
Haythani on the first day of her fifth yedf. Zaynab bint'‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad (d.
855/1452) was brought before al-JaahriAbd Allah alBaji for the first time at the age
of two3? Tatar bint &imad ibn Mthammad ibn Amad was brought before Mammad
ibn Muhammad ibn Bwad ibn Hamzah al-Maqdisat the age of twd® Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asgakni brought one of his daughters to hear the recnabioparticular collections of
Hadith in the third year after her birfh.Sarah bint ‘AlT ibn ‘Abd al-Kafi as-Subk
received anijazah to transmitHadth before her fourth birthday. In Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam’s Mu jam there is a reference to Sitt ‘@bid bint ‘Umar ibn Al Bakr ad-
Dunaysit (d. 734/1333) who attended the classeslghad ibn Mthammad ibn Ruzém
(d. 661/1262) at the age of thr®eThe same holds true for Aambint Yaqib ibn
Ahmad ibn Yagqib. Ibn Rafi © tells that she heard the second portion oftibeith of Abi
al-Husayn Aimad ibn Mihammad ibn Amad ibnHammad, better known as Ibn al-
Mutayyam (d. 409/1018), in the classes dffad ibn Ibahim al-Farathi at the age of
three®’ Khadjah bint ‘AlT ibn ‘Umar a-Santiji attended the classes of al-Niu Ahmad
ibn ‘AlT ad-Dimashq at the age of fou® Such exposure, as Berkey suggests, held value
as the first step in a process of familiarizing feing students with the world of
knowledge and the general interest that Mamluk famhad in the learning of Prophetic
traditions as an entry to the world of religiouswhedge.

It had become a custom that both males and fernredesedHadth from teachers
visiting their towns. When Ab ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn ibn al-Mubrak al-Zahdi visited
Damascus, the people crowded around him to readatié of al-Buktari with him in
al-lZmi* al-Muzaffari in 630/1232. Khagiah bint Mthammad ibn Sal ibn ‘Abd Allah al-
Magqdisiyyah (d. 701/1301), Zaynab bint Sulaymbn Ibahim al-Isard (d. 705/1305),

28 |bid.

29 Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakawt's Kitab An-Nigi ™, 121.

30 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg&70.

31 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:41-2.

3 |bid., 12:42.

33 |bid., 12:15. For similar cases, see as-Sakhad-Daw’, 12:15, 51, 79, 129, 158.

34 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg&70. For similar cases, see as-Sakhad-Daw’, 12:24, 34, 39, 99,
126.

3 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:51; Berkey, Transmission of Knowledgd,70. For similar cases, see as-
Saktawi, ad-Daw’, 12:8, 15,38,53,

% Biography no. 103.

3" Muhammad ibn Bfi - asSallami, Al-Wafayit, ed. Salih Mahd ‘Abbas (Beirut: Muassaat aRisilah,
1982): 2:237. For her biography in thtijam, see no. 63.

% See biography no. 94.
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Umm al-Khayr Btimah bint Ibehim ibn Meamad, Umm alHasan Etimah bint*Abd ar-
Rahman ibn ‘Amr al-Faré’ attended al-Zatir's classed’

Although women of the Mamluk period did not enriollformal classes, women
may be found studying alongside nférkhadjah and Zaynab, daughters of Mumamd
ibn ‘Abd Allah, were brought by their father to hear the reictabf the Saiih of al-
Bukhart at alZahiriyyah schoof! Of course, this school was attended by both bags a
girls. As-Saklwi tells us that he heard, in Damascus, a recitatidraditions by Sitt al-
Qudah bint Alx Bakr ibn Zurayq (d. 863/1459) in the company of geanddaughter,
‘Asiyah bint Mthammad ibn Ibthim ad-Dimashgiyyah and her brotheraltim.*? Also,
as-Sakaw1 heardHadiths from some teachers in the companyAsishah bint Ibihim
ibn Khalil ibn ‘Abd Allah.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’sufjam is full of teachers who heard from female
teachers. Stmiyyah bint al-Baki (d. 685/1286% appears in the biography oibd at
Karim ibn ‘Abd An-Nir ibn Murir al-Halali,** Ibrahim ibn Mthammad ibn‘Abd ak
Ghann,*® ‘Abd ar-Raman ibn Mihammad ibn Mastir al-Jawhat*® ‘Abd al-Wahfab
ibn ‘Uthman ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Qays,*’ ‘Uthman ibn Ahmad ibn Mihammad
ibn ‘Abd Allah alZahiri,*® ‘AlT ibn Bakr ibn Tayy al- Zubayr*® and Mthammad ibn
Yiasuf ibn‘Alf ibn Yasuf ibnHayyan al-Andalus™

Zaynab bint Makk (d. 688/1289)" appears in the biography ofhfad ibn
Muzaffar ibn Bakir An-Nabuls,®> Ahmad ibn Masir ibn Ibrahim ibn Marsar ibn
Rashd alHalal1,>® ‘Abd al-Aziz ibn ‘Abd al-Gadir ibn Ahmad ibn Mthammad ibn Ab
Marsir ar-Rib1,>* ‘Abd al-Ghilib ibn Muhammad ibn‘Abd al-Qhir al-Maksing,>
‘Uthman ibn Abmad ibn Miammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Zahir,>® and ‘Al7 ibn
Muhammad ibri Al1 ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Hamadhni.>’

Hafimah bint‘AlT ibn Muhammad (d. 653/125%) appears in the biography of
lbrahim ibn Aamad ibn ‘Abd atMuhsin®® Zaynab bint Amad ibn Kimil al-

% Nadwi, Al-Mukaddithat, 103-4.

“0 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledgé71.

" As-Saklhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:31, 47.

*2 |bid., 12:3.

“3For her biography, see adh-Dhahahirikh al-Iskim, 15/542; Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadhait adh-Dhahab
5/391.

“4 Biography no. 4.

“> Biography no. 53.

“6 Biography no. 140.

“" Biography no. 157.

“8 Biography no. 159.

“9 Biography no. 167.

*0 Biography no. 297.

L For her blography see adh-Dhahatarikh al-Iskim, 15/606; Al-Zirikli, Al-A‘lam, 3/67.
%2 Biography no.

%3 Biography no. 41

> Biography no. 145.

% Biography no. 148.

% Biography no. 159.

>’ Biography no. 180.

%8 For her biography, see adh-Dhahatarikh al-Iskim, 14/742.
%9 Biography no. 45.

64



Maqdisiyyah (d. 687/128%) and Rtimah bint‘Al1 ibn al-Gsim ibn ‘Al ibn Al-Hasan
ibn Hibat Allah ibn ‘Asakir (d. 683/1284)" appear in the biography 6Bthman ibn
Ahmad ibn Mthammad ibn'Abd Allah al-Zahiri.°? ‘Al ibn ‘Isa ibn al-Muwzaffar®® heard
Hadith from his father’s aunt Mudallalah bint Mammad ibn Ilgs ibn ‘Abd ar-R&man
ash-Shayraj(d. 670/1272§* Fatimah bint Aymad ibn Yisuf ibn’Ayyib (d. 678/12795>
appears in the biography 6Umar ibn ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Umar®® and
Muhammad ibn Is@il ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Asha’ir al-Halah.®” Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Miammad ibn Ab al-Haram al-Qainisi®® heard from Sayyidah bint
Masa al-Maraniyyah (d. 695/129%fand Munisah bint Ab Bakr ibn Ayyib (d.
693/1293)° Of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s female teachers, Zaynabd-Kanil is said
to be the last to transmit frofd\jibah bint Al Bakr Muhammad ibn Gilib al-Baqdiri
(d. 647/1249)*

A survey on the education of women in medievalnistzannot ignore the role of
endowment$? Women, like men, shouldered the responsibilitypdiinistering schools
and their endowments. At least five schools owihgirt endowment to women were
established in Cairo before or during the Mamlukigse™ One significant institution
was endowed by a daughter of Sultan AggiNMuhammad who married a Mamluk amir
named Baktimur aHijazi, from whosenisbahthe school took its name. Endowments of
al-Hijaziyyah supported courses indili and Milik1 figh. The first professor to teach at
the school was Sif ad-Din al-Bulgni. Another school was endowed by Barakattkh
(d. 774/1372)" the mother of Sultan al-Ashraf Shan, in 771/1369-70 in at-Tilimah
near the citadel. The school became known as Madtds\m as-Suin. It sponsored
classes in Stii ‘T and Hanbat figh.”® There is mention in the sources about schools
endowed and directed by womentifah bint Q@nibay al-‘Umaf directed a school and
established a permanent class for readinglaeaf figh and reading the Tafsand

€ For her biography, see adh-Dhahalarikh al-Iskim, 15/592.

1 For her biography, see Mammad ibn Amad ibn ‘Al al-Fasi, Dhayl at-Taqyd ff Ruwit as-Sunnan
wal-’Asanid, ed. Kanal Yusuf alHat (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah, 1990) 2/388-9.

62 Biography no. 159.

3 Biography no. 176.

® For her biography, see adh-Dhahalarikh al-Iskim, 15/188; al-Zirikli, Al-A‘lam, 7/197.

% For her biography, see adh-Dhahahirikh al-Iskim, 15/365; Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadhaiit adh-Dhahab
5/362.

% Bjography no. 189.

7 Biography no. 221.

% Biography no. 285.

% For her biography, see ai$f, Dhayl at-Taqyd, 3/377.

O For her biography, see afi$f, Dhayl at-Taqyd, 2/394-5.

"I Biography no. 99.

"2 For a detailed account of women's economic positiothe Mamluk period, see Huda Lutfi, "As-
Saktawi's Kitab An-Nigi’ as a Source for the Social and Economic HistorWo$lim Women during the
Fifteenth Century, AD,'Muslim World71 (1981): 104-24. On the origins of Waqf, see Mohead Zain
Bin Haji Othman, "Origin of the Institution of WatjfHamdard Islamicus/I, no. 2 (1983): 23; idem
"The Institution of Waqf"Islamic CultureVIll, no. 1 (1984): 55-62. For the economic histof wagf, see
Murat Cizakca, "Towards a Comparative Economic étisbf the Waqgf System." Ash-Sharjarah, 2, no. 1
(1997): 63-102. For a guantitative analysis of weagfe, Roth Roded, "Quantitative Analysis of Waqf
Endowment Deeds: A Pilot Projecthe Journal of Ottoman Studibs (1989): 51-76.
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" |bn Hajar, Ad-Durar, 1:474.

> Al-Magqrizi, Al-Mawa iz wal-I tibar, 2:399-400.
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Hadith materials. She also endowed some books to binaryi of the schodl® Women,
who wished to continue to have detailed religiond kterary training, attended lectures
of male and female scholars, who may have combdio houses or may have delivered
lectures in their own homé5.We shall return to this point shortly. The Syricapital,
Damascus, boasted even more such instituffons.

Other women, as Berkey concludes, shared in thdirepinterest felt by their
families for schools established by some relativarcestor, as when a female scion of
the scholarly Bultpt family named Alif provided endowments to suppottr@n readers
in her grandfather's school. Two of her cousinthatend of their lives began to pass their
time in the family school, and were eventually bdrhext to their scholarly relativés.

One may ask if women who worked as teachers ostnéters ofHacith were
paid in return for teaching. The answer to thissjoa, Lutfi argues, comes from as-
Sakrawi who suggests that there does not seem to be divaiion that these women
earned any payments through their teaching excepeiy few cases. They may have
done so on informal basis and as an activity thauldy enhance their prestige and
authority in a society where the religious modéfefwas most prize&®

5.3 Women and the Transmission oHadith in the Mamluk Period

At a certain stage of their scholarly endeavor, womshouldered the
responsibility of transmitting the knowledge theggaired to others. There were many
venues through which they conveyed their messagmeSvomen gave classes at their
homes. A prime example is Zaynab bint al-agd. 740/1339¥" who transmitted from a
large number of teachers. One of her students,Ddudtivalh, describes her as "soft-
spoken, patient and polite in manner”. He tells hihne students ofladth crowded
around her house and how she would teach througtt aicthe day® The Hadith of
Hibat Allah al-Akfani was read to Zaynab bint Iafdl ibn al-Khablz in the house of
Ahmad ibn Sad ibn ‘Umar a-Siifi, one of her students, in 744/13£3The house of
another woman was a gathering place for divorced widowed women and the
instruction of young girl§? Another scholar offered his house as a forum for t
instruction of women by a female teacher. The hads&z ad-On Ahmad al-Kirani (d.
875/1471) was a gathering spot for widows and itee®?

Other women held classes in the mosques. An exasiplenm al-Khayr Etimah
bint Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Jawhar al-Babakkiyyah (d. 711/1311). She taught
Hadith in the mosque of the Prophet in Medina. Ibn Rydhremarked about her: "She
came in the Syrian caravan as visitor and pilgtimet her in the mosque of the Prophet

6 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:98.

" Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakawi's Kitab An-Nisi ™', 120.

8 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledgag4.

9 bid.

8 Huda Lutfi, "As-Sakawi's Kitab An-Nigi ™', 117.

8 For a detailed account of Zaynab's career asuzaddithah see Asma Sayeed, "Women dddith
Transmission: Two Case Studies from Mamluk Dama$@&tsidia Islamice5 (2004): 75-82.

82 Nadwi, "Al-Muhaddithat: Notes for a talk on the women scholarstefiith", 10; cf. Ibn Hajar, ad-
Durar, 2:117.

8 Nadwi, Al-Muhaddithat, 178.

84 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:148

8 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledgé73.
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andHadith was read to her while she was leaning on the sidhe wall of the grave of
the Prophet in front of his head. She wrotejamahwith her own hand for me and for
others.®® In Damascus, women also used to teach at diffenestues. Ibn &ir ad-Din
ad-Dimashg says in his note onA’ishah bint‘Abd al-Hadi (d. 816/1413): "She was
appointed to the post of teacherHxdith in the grand mosque of Batmayyah.?’

Women also taught in the schools and their clagsae attended by male and
female studentdMajlis al-Biraqah of al-Kinani (d. 357/967) was read to Zaynab bint al-
Kamal andHahibah bint al-Zayn in al-Madrasakl-®iya’iyyah in 733/1332. Théladth
of Bakr ibn Aamad ash-Shiizi was read to Zaynab bint Makél-Harrani in al-Madrasah
al-Mismariyyah in Damascus in 688/128%Kitab al-Fitan of Hanbal ibn Iaq ash-
Shayfani (d. 273/886) was read to Sitt al-Ahal bitlwan ibn Sad ibn ‘Alwan ak
Ba'labakkiyyah (d. 703/1303) in Madrasattgribilah in Damascus in 699/1289.
Fawz’id Abr Ahmad al#Zakim was read to'A’ishah bint Sayf éDin Abi Bakr ibn
QawalijT in 739/1338 in al-Madrasah al-Ktiniyyah >

Women taughtiadth in ribars and gardens as well. Somibars seem to have
served, among others, as places of residence derlgl divorced, or widowed women
who had no other place of abode until their deatmarriage’ In addition to providing
shelter, at least some of these institutions becaahethe hands of some women,
educational and training institutions, whesfgayklat ar-Ribat would not only supervise
the living conditions of its residents, but alsdeofthem a basic level of religious
instruction through hiring reciters of Qan and other teachets Women proved to be
successful managers of thed®iss as is evidenced by the fact that the names of many
these famous institutions were related to the wowlem owned and worked in theth.

Here are some examples of the transmission pratadsars and gardens. The
Hadth of Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Muhammad ibn Amad ibn Mhammad as-
Samargand (d. 345/956) was read to Zaynab bint al-kanm Ribat al-Qaknisi in
Qaydin in 743/1342” TheJuz of Hanbal ibn laaq was read to Zaynab bint al-Kahin
a ribar in Damascus in 733/1332. THéadith of Aba ‘AlT alFHasan ibn Amad ibn
Ibrahim ibn Shadan (d. 426/1034) was read to Zaynab bint al-fh&uhibb ad-On al-
Harasini in Ribat Baldaq in 722/1322Karamat al-Awliya* of al-Hasan ibn Mammad
al-Khallal was read to Sitt al-Fugahal-Wasitiyyah in aribay in Qaysin in 723/1323?
The Musnadof ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar was read to Kanah bint‘Abd al-Wahlab al-
Zubayriyyah (d. 641/1243) in her garden in 639/1%#aramit al-Awliya’ was read to
Zaynab bint al-Kar in the garden of Aam ad-On al-Wani in the land of al-Arzah in
728/1327" Historically speaking, theribars were associated with Sufi practices.

% Ibid., 179.

¥ |bid., 180.

% |bid.

8 bid.

% |bid.

1 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg&74.

Zz Omaima Abou-Bakr, "Teaching the Words of the Peifi325.
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Therefore, it is safe to conclude, as Berkey suggé#isat some women had been drawn
into the world of learning through Sufism. A numisémwomen were clearly initiated into
Sufi orders: one young fourteenth-century male enemeived from his grandmother a
khirgah the robe that a Sufi novice received from histeras

As-Sakhawri tells us that some women traveled far and widactire knowledge
from other scholars in other cities. For exampkinkah bint Mthammad ibn'Abd al-
Hadi obtained her teaching certificates in Damascugp&dleppo, Hama, Homs, and
other places, studying with renowned scholars like famousHadth scholar Al
Muhammad ibn‘Asakir, Aba Nasr ibn ash-Shizi, Yahya ibn Muhammad ibn Sal,
among otherg’® Rabi‘ah bint IbnHajar al-Asqakni received teaching certificates from a
large number of Egyptian and Syrian scho&‘?s.

5.4. Methods of Transmission

There are different expressions used by the bibgnspto refer to the activities of
women in the transmission of religious knowledgeeeiallyHadith. One expression is
haddathat (she reportedHadths to others). IbnHajar's ad-Durar used the word
haddathatin the biography of 46 woméfl: As-Saklawi used the same word in the
biography of 59 womeff? The transmission of words, i.e. speaking the waadshe
students, is the highest way Badth transmission. Next in rank, after hearing thd te
from the teacher, is reading the materials to ¢hetiers’® For example, as-Sakhi says
in his account of eight women that he had beenimga#adith) to them'**

A female teacher oHadth might also issue anazah authorizing a certain
student to teach othel¥ As-Saktawi mentions about fifty women from whom he got an
ijazah. The term used for that is eithajazat I (she gave me aijgzah) or ajazat lani
(she gave us aifazah).!°® In other cases, he mentions that a certain fetealeher gave
anijazah to his teacher Ibitiajar!®’ Sometimes he quotes Iifajar as referring, in his
Mu jam, to certain female teachers who gave hinij azah*®

% |bid.
izoAS-SakhiWT, ad-Daw’, 12:103; Asma Afsaruddin, "Muslim Views on Education", 165.

Ibid.
11 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:360 (no. 901, 902), 1:412, 1:544, 2:5, 2:810;12:111, 2:116, 2:118 (no. 1744,
1745), 2:188, 2:121, 2:126 (no. 1780,1781), 2:18Y, (784, 1785), 2:207, 2:235, 2:236 (no. 20813208
2:238 (no. 2092, 2093, 2094), 2:238 (no. 2092,22994), 3:221 (no. 539, 542), 3:222 (no. 544, 545
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4:407, 4:408.
192 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:3, 4, 7, 10, 12, 13 (no. 63, 65), 15 (no.&), 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 29, 30,
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Writing to students was another means of transmgitiadith. This is equivalent
to correspondence. Adh-Dhafialbas unable to receivHadith directly from Sayyidah
bint Musa al-Maraniyyah (d. 695/1295). He regretted missing the opmity, but then
he received hefadith from her by correspondent®.

Many women distinguished themselves as transmittekacdth. Among them is
‘A’ishah bint Mhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi*® who is mentioned in as-Salki's
biographical dictionary as having givejgzahs to many students both male and
female'!! Ibn Hajar comments onA’ishah saying:A’ishah lived until she reached an
advanced age when she was the only one to trafremitaldlajjar.” ‘A’ishah was 4 and
al-Hajjar was 103 years old when she heard from himS#igh of al-Bukrari.**? Adh-
Dhahaly, in his account of Ab ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Mamad ibn An-Najar (d.
643/1245) writes: "lbn asaS says: Hismashyakhahncludes three thousand men and
four hundred women**® Of the 172 names on the list ofjad-Din ‘Abd aFWahtib as-
Subk (d. 771/1370) 19 were women. Ibfajar al-Asqakni left us the names of 53
different women with whom he studiddiacith. Jail ad-Din as-Suyd (d. 910/1505)
studied with 33 women out of his 130 teachéfs.

Sana ‘at andijazat (certificates of oral or written transmission) akso other
sources for understanding the role of women's @paiion of religious knowledge,
especiallyHadth. The San@ ‘at were often issued at majlis as-Sama‘ (assembly for
hearingHadith), the primary function of which was to verifyettaccuracy of the text
being read™ In Mujam as-Sam‘at ad-Dimashgiyyahthe name of Zaynab bint al-
Kamal appears in thirty three certificates as a pregidauthority, either alone or in
conjunction with other teachers over an assemhiyhiaringHadith.'*® The Sana ‘at
were attached to the book studied. Often, theytdated the front-page of a collection or
a juz’ of Hadths read out loud during a transmission sessioroarmbpied"’ In the
Mashyakhahof Ibn ‘Abd ad-Da’im, one of the chains of transmitters has the nafme
Saidah bint'Abd alMalik ibn Yasuf ibn Mthammad ibn Quamah al-Maqdisiyyah. The
place of transmission was the house of [Bdd ad-Da’im in Qasyin in the year

199 Nadwi, Al-Mukaddithat, 171.
10For her biography, see as-Sawh, ad-Daw’, 12:81. For details on her career, see Asma Sayeed
"Women andHadith Transmission: Two Case Studies from Mamluk Damasc8tudia Islamica95
(2004): 82-87.
11 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 2:74, 306, 323, 3:52, 144, 306, 469 (enumerasaaccording to ash-Shamela
library), 4:54, 315, 330, 5:43, 7:294, 8:80, 221,67, 218, 11:102, 12:262.
112 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg#74
113 Adh-Dhahalb, Siyar, 23:133.
114 Berkey, Transmission of Knowledg#76.
iz Asma Sayeed, "Women atifhdith Transmission", 80.

Ibid.
117 Stefan Leder, et al. edslu jam as-Sam‘at ad-Dimashgiyyat{Damascus: al-M#ad al-Faransli ad-
Dirasat al-‘Arabiyyah, 1996), introduction; Yehoshua Frenkel, "Women in Late Mamluk Damascus", 413.
For more orsami , see R. Sellheim, "San" (as a term in educatiomncyclopaedia of IslanEdited by:
P. Bearman , Th. Bianquis , C.E. Bosworth , E. Bamzel and W.P. Heinrichs. Brill, 2007. Brill Onén
UNIVERSITEITSBIBLIOTHEEK LEIDEN. 11 March 2011:
http://www.encislam.brill.nl/subscriber/entry?entisiam_COM-0992
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627/1229""8 In theJuz' of al-Mu'ammal ibn’Thab, Amat al-KHiliq bint ‘Abd al-Laif is

named in @am ‘at certificate written in the desert, not far awagnfr Cairo**°

5.5 Conclusion

From this overview, we can conclude that womenedhato some extent, in the
education process in the Mamluk period, thoughaswn informal education. We have
noticed that women patrticipated actively in ther@ag of religious knowledge in their
early childhood and the dissemination of such keolge at their advanced ages. With
regard to the years between childhood and senidhigy were not deemed worthy of
note by chroniclers and historians. There are tassible hypotheses. The first is that
women, following the religious rules that put sorestrictions on their interaction with
men when they were of marriageable age, stoppexhdatty public, co-educational
Hadith sessions. At advanced ages, women convenedesldes male and female
students as explained abdv@.

The second scenario is that women's careers iddnmin largely paralleled

those of their male counterparts. That is, they e continued their education in
study circles open to both men and women rather ithaloistered or segregated
settings-** Occasionally, in biographical dictionaries we reackrtain individual brought
his daughter to th&ahiriyyah School, for example, to hear the recitatd theSahih of
al-Bukhari.*?> The school was attended by male and female stsidEne life of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam, which will be dealt with below|lw&veal more on this aspect.

118 Mashyakhat AbBakr ibn ‘Abd adDa 'im takhij al-Birzal, ed. Ibshim Salih (Damascus, 1997), 98.

119 Juz’ al-Mu’ammal ibn’/hab, ed. Ati al-Fida’ ‘Imad ibn Farrah, quoted by Frenkel, "Women in Late
Mamluk Damascus", 417. For other examplesiilsiele, 417.

120Asma Sayeed, "Women aithdith Transmission”, 90.

L bid., 90.

122 pAs-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:31. See above the example of as-®akhvho heard from a woman in the
presence of her granddaughters and brothers.
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Chapter Six

The Life and Career of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam

6.1. A Biographical Sketch

The woman whose life and principal work are thejettbof this study, Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam al-Adhiigyah, was born in the city of Cairo in 719/131%n
medieval biographical dictionaries, we are offecedly a few details of her educational
career* Nevertheless, by combining her biographical data those of her teachers and
students, it is possible to construct a more cotepjgcture. We also need to gain
additional information from other sources in orderexplore an overall perspective of
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s milieu.

6.1.1. Her Name

Her full name was Ash-Shaykhah Maryam binhmdad ibn Miammad ibn
Ibrahim ibn Ibahim ibn Dawad ibn Hazim al-Adhrdi al-Misri al-Hanaf. Ibn Hajar gives
her thekunyahof Umm Isa.® Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's contemporary biographensado
mention anything about her marital status. Theggfitris not certain that thaunayhis a
real o4ne or an honorary one, as her name is the santhat of Lady Maryam, mother of
Jesus.

Concerning hemisbah of al-Adhrdiyyah, sources tell us that Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam’s family descended from the Adhri@it) (today’s Difa)> a village in Syria.
Many great scholars who belong to this family tikaceto Egypt to learrtiadth. As-
Sakhiwi lists the names of the people who havertisbahof al-Adhra. °

Y In a footnote in al-Zirikli'sal-A‘lam, her birth year is given as 721/1231. But moshef biographers
give it as 719/1319. Al-Ziriklial-A‘lam, (Beirut: Car al-‘llm lil-Mal ayin, 2002), 7:210.

% Her biography is available in the following workbn Hajar al<Asqakni, Dhayl ad-Durar al-Kiminah
ed. ‘Adnan Darwish (Cairo, 1992), 138; idem Inba’ al-Ghumr bi Aba’ al- Umr, ed. HasanHabash
(Cairo: al-Majlis al-Ala li ash-Shuan al-Isemiyyah, 1998), 2:24%: idem Al-Majma‘ al-Mu’assis lil-
Mu‘jam al-Mufahras ed. Yasuf ‘Abd ar-R&man al-Marashi (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 1992), 2:559-571
(270); Ibn al<lmad, Shadha#it adh-Dhahab7:54; ‘Umar Rida Kahhalah, A1am an-Nig’ fi ‘dlamay al-
Gharb wal-Iskm (Beirut: Muassast aRisalah, 1959), 5:37; al-Zirikl1, Al-A‘lam, 7:210; Taqi ad-Din ibn
‘Al1 al-Magfizi, Durar al-‘Uqid al-Faridah f Targjim al-A'yan al-Mufidah ed. Mamad al-Jailt (Beirut:
Dar al-Gharb al-lddmi, 2002), 3:469470; as-Saktawi, ad-Daw’, 12:124 (757); Muhammad ibn‘'Azzuz,
Juhid al-Mar’ah adDimashgiyyahif Rinayat al-Hadith (Damascus: Br al-Fikr, 2004), 400404; She is
listed in the obituaries for the year 805 in the'kvof Ibn Fahd al-Makk Lakz al-Alkaz bi Dhayl Tabagit
al-Huffaz, printed as a supplementary Tadhkirat alf{uffaz, ed. ZakariyyahUmayrat (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-1imiyyah, 1998), 1:142.

% IbnHajar,Inba’, 1:254.

* One can give examples of female transmitters wdmb &kunyahthough they were for sure unmarried.
Examples include Umm al-kdim al-Marwaziyyah, Kamah al-Marwaziyyah (d. 463/1070). There is a
reference in the biographiesi@éhibah bint al-ZayriAbd arRahman ibn Muhammad ibn Ibghim that she
had thekunyahof Umm Muhmmad though she did not get married. Bajar, Ad-Durar, 2:5-6 (1479)
qguoting adh-DhahabFor more on her, see her biography no. 83 in 8lsaykhah Maryam'su jam.

> Al-Zirikl 1, al-A‘lam, 3:131.

5 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 11:183-184. The list includesAbd ar-Raman ibn Ahmad ibnHamdin ibn
Ahmad (d. 838/1434)asan (IlbrHajar, Inba’, 2:497) anddusayn (d. 814/1411) (as-Saki1, ad-Daw’,
3:152) sons ofAli ibn Muhammad ibn'Abd ar-R&aman. Hasan had two sonshfad (d. 851/1447) (as-
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No biographical dictionary provides any informatiabhout a possible husband.
Therefore, we cannot exclude that she was nevearedar

6.1.2 Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s Fathef

Maryam’s father was born in the year 686/1287. keeked in the field of Figh,
its principles and the Arabic language. He was mjitree position offta’ (issuing legal
pronouncements) and teaching for many years. He at®d to teach at &lakimi
Mosque. He acquired aiizah from Abia Hafs ‘Umar Ibn al-Qawwas (d. 698/1298f,
Abt al-Fall ibn ‘Asakir and al-1zz Isma‘il ibn al-Farg’ (d. 729/1328). He attended the
assemblies of at-TaqgSulaynan ibn Hamzah aHanbai (d. 715/1315), aHasan al-
Kurdi, and Al al-Hasan al-VEni. He played a great role in his daughter’'s edunai®
he brought her to the assemblies or meetings islwéiie heard scholars such as ahiwv
and ad-Dabitsi read works aloud. He died in 741/1341.

6.1.3 Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s Mother

It is a general phenomenon that biographical dietites and chronicles are silent
on the issue of maternal descent or motAdiserefore, it is not surprising that we are
told nothing about Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s mother hedpossible contributions to her
daughter’s education.

6.1.4 Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s Brother

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam had a famed brother namehbakhmad. He was born in
738/1337. At the age of one, he was brougladith assemblies dfalih al-Ushnain (d.
738/1337). He was also brought to hBadths from a-Sadr al-Maydimi (d. 754/1353),
al-‘Izz ibn Jama‘ah (d. 767/1365)° and Al al-Haram al-Qalnisi (d. 765/1364§! He
learnedHadith from Shams ad-ib al-Mawsil1 (d. 765/1363}? Many scholars, including
Ibn Hajar, heardladths from him. He was appointed as the Shaykh dfrai- al-Jadd

Saktawi, ad-Daw’, 1:276) and Al-Jamat ‘Abd Allah. Al-Jamnal ‘Abd Allah had one son, al-Badr
Muhammad (d. 888/1481) (as-Sakh, ad-Daw’, 8:85), and one daughter, Khgath, the wife of Aln Al-
Fadl ibn Shaban. Ahmad, the son oHasan had eight sons, #bfm, (as-Sakiwi, ad-Daw’, 1:13) ash-
Shinab Ahmad (as-Saldwi, ad-Daw’, 1:210), Badr ad-ih Hasan (d. 880/1475) (as-Sakh, ad-Daw’,
3:93), ‘Abd Ar-Raaman, Kaim ad-On ‘Abd al-Kafim (as-Sakiwi, ad-Daw’, 4:307), al-Karal
Muhammad (d. 895/1489) (as-Salh, ad-Daw’, 6:304), al-Munhib Yusuf (as-Sakiwi, ad-Daw’, 5:174),
and al-Zayn Al Bakr (d. 885/1480) (as-Sakhi, ad-Daw’, 11:18-19).Husayn the brother dfiasan ibn
‘AlT ibn Muhammad had a son called Badr athMuhammad best known da3ufdu’ (as-Sakhawi, ad-
Daw’, 11:176). Most of the above mentioned family membreigrated to Cairo and settled there until their
death.

" His biography is available in Jamad-Din Abi al-Mahasin, ed. Mihammad Mhammad Arin lbn
Taghfibirdi, al-Manhal &-Safr wal-Mustawf ba‘dal-Wafi; 1:105 (CD edition) IbrHajar, ad-Durar, 1:240
(613).

® For his biography, see adh-Dhahakirikh al-Iskim, ed. Bashsir ‘Awwad Ma'rif (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb
al-Islamt, 2003), 15:877.

% Ibid., 259, note. 99.

10 Abd al-Aziz ibn Mthammad ibn Ibthim ibn Sad Allah. For his biography, see Iifiajar, ad-Durar,
2:378-82.

™ |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 4:235.

2 Muhammad ibn Amad ibn‘Abd ar-Raim al-Mawsili. For his biography, see Ibiajar, ad-Durar,
3:325.
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in Egypt and th&hatib of Shkhii Mosque. As-Sakdwi is said to have been granted an
ijazahfrom Muhammad al-Adhra. He died in 805/140%

6.1.5. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s Grandfather

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s grandfather, Mummad ibn Ibthim, was born in
644/1246. He was brought to the assemblies of Abd ad-Ix’im and Ibn An-Nushib
(d. 656/1256). He learned Figh from ar-RasBdid ibn ‘AlT ibn S&id (d. 684/1285)
and Ibn ash-Shaman ‘Imad ad-On Muhammad ibn‘Abd al-Kaim ibn ‘Uthman al-
Mardini (d. 676/1277}> He taught at ash-Shibliyyah school and other Sehdao
Damascus. He traveled to Aleppo and stayed thera While. In the year 705/1305, he
was appointed in the position of judgeship of Darnas Then he traveled to Cairo and
stayed there until he died in 712/13%2.

What we notice from this brief sketch is that bagh-Shaykhah Maryam and her
brother heard from al-Mayiini which reflects their father's concern for theiueation'’

6.2. The Collections Transmitted by Ash-Shaykhah Miyam

As noted above, thBlu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryamacks the element of listing
the books andiadith collections that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam transmittédwever, this
information can be gleaned from other sources. 3isaykhah Maryam is listed as
transmitting the following work$®

o theSahih collection of Muslim;

* Juz al-Musalsal bil-Awwaliyyah

» the Mashyakhahof Abt al-Hasan al-Viini (d. 727/1326) compiled by Abal-
Husayn ibn Aybak;

* Al-Arba‘n al-Buldzniyyahof as-Slafi (d. 576/1180);

* a minorHadth compilation juz’) of Hasan ibn Arafah (d. 257/870);

+ the first, second, third, fourth, sixth portionstbé& work entitled Mu jam Alg An-
Nzn Yanus ibn Ibehim ad-Dablasr (d. 729/1328) compiled by alHasan ibn
Aybak;

» the first portion of the work entitledMakarim al-Akhliq” of at-Tabagni (d.
360/970);

» the seventh portion of the work entitlefirtvlr al-Mazamili”;

» a portion of the work entitledMajlisa Aki ‘Abd ar-R&man as-Sulamwa Al
Mukammad ibn Blawayh (d. 410/1019)

» a portion of the work entitledHfadith Maryar ibn ‘Amnar (d. 225/839);

13 As-Saktawi, ad-Daw’, 7:39.

4 For his biography, segalah ad-Din Khalil ibn Aybak a-Safad, al-Waf7 bi al-Wafayit, ed. Amad al-
Arna’tt and Turk Mustafa (Beirut: Dar lhya’ atTurath al-Arabi, 2000), 15:1531.

15 |bn Kathr, al-Bidayah wa an-Nilyah 13:359-60.

18 |bn Hajar, a-Durar, 3/278 (738).

17 Al-zirikl T mistakenly refers to Sitt al-@ah Maryam bint'/Abd ar-Raman as the sister of Miammad
al-Adhrat while there is no relation between them. The sarstake has been committed by the editor of
the Mu jam of Maryam who quoted al-Zirikiwithout acknowledging him. Al-Zirik| d-A 1am, 7:210.

18 This list is taken from Ibifajar,al-Majma’ al-Mu’assis 2:559-571, cf:Azziz, Juhid, 400-404.
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theJuz of Ibn Nujayd (d. 365/975)”;

“Al-Muntagzi min al-Juz al-Awwal min/adith Ibn Akl Mimi”;

the nineteenth and twentieth portions of the wartitled “al-Khila iyyat”; %

a portion of the work entitled/fadith ‘Amr ibn Dnar (d. 126/743) compiled by
Abt Bakr ash-S#fi T;

“Juz’ al-Arba‘n” of ath-Thagaf compiled by alHaddid;**

Al-Arba‘n of Imam alHaramayn (d. 478/1085)”;

the ninth and tenth portions of the work entitleth: Thagafiygt”; %
a portion of the work entitledrhla’ Ma‘'mar ibn al-Fzkhir (d. 564/1168)

the first portion of the work entitledhl7 al-Mahamili”?® with the narration of
Abt ‘Umar ibn Mahdfrom him;

the seventh and eighth portions of the work emtitiéadith Sufyin ibn ‘Uyaynah
(d. 198/813)

a portion of the work entitledFawa'id al-Hafiz Abr al-Fadl Mukammad ibn
Tahir (d. 507/1113),

a portion of the work entitled/fadith al-Annaisi?* wal-Qirmisni (d. 358/968), %
a portion of the work entitledfadith ad-Dablas”;

a portion of the work entitledal-Juz as-Sidis min Hadith al-Mukhallis (d.
394/1003);

a portion which consists of six assemblies of tleekwentitled ‘Azl Alv Said
An-Nag@sh (d. 414/1023

the "Arban” collection of al-Bayhaf

“Al-Arba‘@zn al-Buldaniyyal of Abu ‘Al alHasan ibn Miuammad ibn
Muhammad alBakrT (d. 656/1258);

a portion of the work entitledSudisiyyat ar-Raz (d. 525/1130)

a portion of the work entitledMusnad Suhayld of Aba ‘Al1 al-Hasan ibn
Muhammad ibn &Sablih al-Zafarani (d. 369/979);

a portion of the work entitledifadith al-Husayn ibn Yaya ibn ‘Ayyash alQartan
(d. 334/945),

a portion of the work entitledifadith ‘Abd Allzh ibn Jafar ibn Abmad ibn Firis
(d. 346/957),

a portion of the work entitledadith al-Qasim Nar ibn Akxmad al-Marj”;

a portion of the work entitledfadith 1bn al-Busr (d. 474/1081) ?°

a portion of the work entitledkhamsah min Shaih ad-Dablas”;

a portion of the work entitledViuwafagat Juz adh-Dhuhai”; #’

a portion of the work entitledViuwafagit Abi Mus ‘ab ‘an Malik fil-Muwayra™;

19 Abii al-Husayn Mihammad ibriAbd Allah ibn alHusayn ad-Dadg al-Baghddi (d. 390/999).

20 A collection of 2Quz’s of Hadith written by Alii al-Hasan'Al1 ibn alHasan al-Khil& (d. 492/1098).
21 Ahmad ibn Mthammad ibn Amad ibn S&d al-Haddid (d. 500/1106).

22 A collection of 10juz’s of Hadith written by At ‘Abd Allah al-Qasim ibn al-Fadl ibn Ahmad ath-
Thagaf (d. 489/1096).

23 Abii ‘Abd Allah ibn Isna ‘il al-Mahamili (d. 330/941).

24 Muhammad ibnAbd Allah ibn ‘AlT al-Anmati.

% Aba Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn alHasan.

% Aba al-Qasim ‘Al ibn Ahmad al-Baghaidi al-Bandir.

27 Aba al-Hasan'AlT ibn Humayd ibn‘AlT adh-Dhuhal (d. 452/1060).
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» the fourth portion of the work entitled7adith 1bn Ziyzd al-Qaran (d. 350/961)
selected byUmar al-Bari;

* a portion of the work entitled ‘Ashrat Awadith muntagh min al-Muntag min
Hadith al-Layth (d. 175/792)with the narration ofIsa ibn Hamnad from him;

* the book of Al-Arba‘mn li Muhammad ibn Aslain

« a portion of the work entitledHikayat al-Masqali”; %

» the eleventh portion of the work entitleBdwa 'id Al az-7ahir Muhammad ibn
Airmad ibn Nar adh-Dhuhai (d. 367/977’; and

» a portion of the work entitledMluntagz min Hadith Ald Mangar ibn al-Wakl wa
Abr Hafs ibn al-Haytham wa Abal-Qasim al-Khallf” with the narration of al-
Hafiz Abi Bakr ibn Mardawayh from theff.

In addition to this list, Ibiajar provides us with another list in hishaltjam al
Mufahras® a collection ofsnids through which IbrHajar acquired authority to transmit
specific works. The list includes the following Wwerwhich he heard from Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam or read to her:

“Mukhtasar al-Muzar (d. 264/877)>*

« “Al-Muttafad®® of Aba Bakr Mthammad ibn ‘Abd Allah atJawzag (d.
388/998);

« the ‘Musannaf>® and ‘Raf al-Yadayn #fas-Salzh”3* of Hamnad ibn Salamah:

« “Al-Farg’id”® of Muhammad ibn Ngr al-Marazi (d. 294/906);

« “Fada’il al-Qur’an al-‘Azm"*® of Aba ‘Ubayd alQasim ibn Sallam (d. 224/838);

« the “‘Musnad®’ of Ishaq ibn Rahawayh (d. 238/852);

« the “Musnad® of Aba Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235/849);

«  “Mujam a-Sahabah*® of Abu al-Qasim alBaghawi (d. 317/929);

« the “Musnad® of Aba Bakr alBazzar (d. 292/905); “ Ulim al-Hadith”** of al-

Hakim An-Nisabiri (d. 378/988); “al-llal”** and ‘at-Tamyz'** both of al-

Bukhari (d. 256/869);

28 <Al7 ibn Shuji* ibn Muhammad al-Meqali (d. 443/1051).
29 Azziiz, Juhid, 400.

% |bn Hajar,al-Mu jam al-Mufahras ed. Mthammad Shakir al-Mayadini (Beirut: Mu assasat ar-Rih,
1998).

3 |bid., 41.

2 bid., 48.

3 Ibid., 50.

* Ibid., 61

% |bid., 71.

% |bid., 106.

" bid., 131.

3 |bid., 135.

%9 |bid., 135.

“Ibid., 139.

L bid., 153.

“2 bid., 158.

3 Ibid., 160.
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« “Al-Jarh wa at-Tadid”* and ‘al-lkhwah wal-Akhavit”*® both of Ibn Als Hatim
ar-Razi (d. 327/938);

o “Asmi’ as-Sahabah'*® of Muhammad ibnAbd ar-R@aman ad-Daghlt;

« “Al-Maarif"*’ of Ibn Qutaybah ad-Rawari (d. 276/889);

« “Tarikh Misr"* of Abi Sdid ‘Abd ar-Réaman ibn Ahmad ibn Yinus ibn‘Abd
al-A’la;

» a portion of the work entitledifadith Ibn al-Mugayyal

« “Kifayat al-Mutaabbid’>® of ‘Abd al‘Azim ibn ‘Abd atQawi al-Mundhif (d.
643/1246);>"

« “Diwan al-Mutanabl#’*% and

« the “‘Musnad®? of al-Hasan ibn Sufin An-Nasaw (d. 303/915).

* In the Thabatof ShaykhSubhi ibn Jsim al-Badt as-Sama#r'i, Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam is quoted in thisnad of the transmission of Ibn Abatim's al- llal >
She is also quoted in thenad of Imam Muslim’s Marifat al-Akhhir, Kitab al-
Kung, Kitab al-Wahadan, andKitab al-lkhwah wal-Akhauvit.>®

r_49

From this listing of books, it is clear that Ashaykhah Maryam's most notable
lectures have given attention toam Muslim's collections oHadith. However, she was
also famous for other collections. First and forethamong these, ial-Hadith al-
Musalsal bil-Awwaliyyah lIbn Hajar is noted for having heard the recitation abf
‘Awwaliyyah from her, among others. In this genre, the disirec conditions of
transmission relate to the practice that the fifatith that the teacher relates to the
receiving person be the sarfadth in a chain of first presentations from teacter t
receiver, using the famoukadth of ar-Rahmah®®

6.3. Transmission of CertainHadith Collections to Ash-Shaykhah Maryam

Ibn Hajar, in hisAl-Mu jam al-Mufahrasandal-Majma' al-Mu’assis did not only
mention the collections that he transmitted fronh/&haykhah Maryam, but also how
those collections had been transmitted to her. Hajar confirms that Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam was a reliable authority for differdfidcith compilations from diverse genres.

** Ibid., 166

*5 |bid., 167.

*°Ibid., 167.

*"Ibid., 177.

*® |bid., 178.

9 Ibid., 365.

*9 |bid., 403.

1 Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Miiammad ibn Sulayam al-Fasi, Silat al-Khalaf bi mawal as-Salaf
ed. MthammadHijj1 (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Isdmi, 1998), 1:346.

*2 |bid., 417.

*3 |bid., 138

¥ Ni‘mat al-Manmn i Asinid Shaykhina Ab‘Abd ar-R&man, ed. Mthammad ibn Giwi ibn Dawad al-
Baghdidi. 1:21.

* |pid., 1:22.

%6 John O. Voll, "Abdallah ibn Silim al-Basti and 18' CenturyHadith Scholarship.'Die Welt des Islam
42, no. 3 (2002): 362. An example of how this pescis reported can be found in the first biography
Ash-Shaykhah MaryamMu jam.
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Among the works that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam transohittee majorHadith
collections, including th&akik of Muslim which she heard from her teacher Addiv
Ash. She also heard from her teacher d@r\his Mashyakhatalong with the following
works: theJuz of Ibn ‘Arafah, theMakarim al-Akhkzq of a-Tabagni, the Amli of al-
Mahamili, the twoMajlis of Aba ‘Abd ar-Raman as-Sulamand Al Muhammad ibn
Balawayh, theHadith of Marsar ibn ‘Ammar, the JuZ of Ibn Nujayd,al-Muntagz min
al-Juz al-Awwal min Hadith Ibn Akl Mimi, the Al-Arba‘in of ath-Thagaf the Al-
Arba‘zn of Imam alHaramayn, th& hagafiyyit, theFawa 'id of Aba al-Fall Muhammad
ibn Tahir, the Hadith of al-Anmati and al-Qirrisini, the Al-Arba7%n as-Sughi al-
Mukharrajah f Aawal ‘Ibadi-llahi ta‘ala wa Akhlarinim of al-Bayhag, the Al-Arba‘in
al-Buldaniyyah,the Musnadof Suhayb, theHadith of ‘Abd Allah ibn Jafar ibn Ahmad
ibn Faris, and theMuwafagat of the Juz of adh-Dhuhal theHikayat of al-Masqali.”’

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heard from her teacher ad-Dsbfis Mujam, along
with the following works: th&khila iyyat, the Hadith of ‘Amr ibn Dinar, the Anvl7 of al-
Mahamili, the Hadith of Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, thelmla’ of Ma'mar ibn Kfalid, the
Hadith of al-Mukhallis, the Amali of Abi Said ibn An-Naqggsh, theSudisiyyat of ar-
Razi, the Hadith of al-Husayn ibn Yaya ibn ‘Ayyash al-Qa&an, the Hadith of Abi al-
Qasim Nar ibn Ahmad al-Marj, the Muwafgat of Abi Mus‘ab, the ‘Ashrat Awadith
muntaggh min al-muntag min Hadith al-Layth the Al-Arba%n of Muhammad ibn
Aslam, theFawa'id of Abi a-Tahir Muhammad ibn Amad ibn Nar adh-Dhuhal and
the Muntagz min Hadith Maryar ibn al-Wakl wa Ay Hafs ibn al-Haytham wa Abal-
Qasim al-Jallzb.>® From her teacher afajjar, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heard thedith
of Ibn Ziyad al-Qatan intiga ‘Umar al-Bari.>®

From the above illustration, we can conclude tivat teachers figure prominently
in the transmission dflacith collections to Ash-Shaykhah Maryam. These tvazhers
are al-Wani and ad-Dabitsi. Ibn Rafi* mentions that aWani lived until he became a
coveted authority among the surviving schofirton Hajar also comments on this by
saying that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heard a lot forsdvati and ad-Dabisi.®! In the
Durar, he asserts that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam transmifi@dith to him from al-Véini
through attending al-Wi's auditions>? Ad-Dabhisi and al-Wéni were a sought-after
source, as they were among those from whom IbniKdkie famous commentator on the
Quran, hearddadiths?® was the last to transmit from Ibn al-Muqgayyar leatingHadith
from him®* All this affirms that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's repigta rested partly on her
link to both ad-Dabiisi and al-Viéni.

In addition to al-Viini and ad-Dabiisi, there are two other teachers who played a
great role in Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's career, namle\yadi Ash (749/13385 and al-

" |bn Hajar,al-Majma‘ al-Mu’assis,2:560-70.

%8 |bid.

%9 |bid.

€ |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 3:90.

51 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 12:124

%2 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 3:90.

%3 |bn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:374.

® |bn Hajar al-Asqabini, Tabsir al-Muntabih bi Tarir al-Mushtabih ed. Mthammad ‘AlT an-Najjr
(Beirut: al-Maktabah alimiyyah, n.d.), 568.

® His full name is Maammad ibn @bir ibn Muhammad ibn @sim ibn Ahmad ibn Ibghim ibn Hasgn al-
Wadi Ashi. See biography no. 229; Ibn Hajar,ad-Durar, 3:413-4.
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Hajjar (730/1329f° Al-Wadi AsH is best known as Ibrabjir or Sahib ar-Riklatayn (the
one who made two journeys). Hissbahis taken from his origin in the Andalusian city
of Guadix.

Al-Hajjar, from the city of Damascus, was a famous trartemiof Hadith.
Students from all countries travelled to hear hiie are told that when he died, the level
of scholarship declinel. He was among those who had heard $&&# from Ibn al-
Zalidi (d. 649/1251), another prominemizaddith Al-Hajjar's repute was such that he
narrated theSahih of al-Bukuari no less than seventy times in DamascisSadhiyyah,
Cairo,Hanih, Balabakk,Homs, Kafr Bana, and other surrounding regio??sl.:inally, it
is safe to conclude that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's appee in the abovementioned
isnads signifies that she acquired permission to transineise works.

The subjects covered by these compilations undersit@at her reputation was
based on the transmission of a range of worksvarde areas of Islamic knowledge. She
transmitted personal collections Hadith, Musnads al-Amyli, al-Arba‘%n, al-Fawa'id,
al-Muwafagat, andSudisiyyat. This list includes works on ascetic piety, sustitee book
of Makarim al-Akhlzq of &-Tabaéni. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam also transmitted
mashyakhassuch as thenashyakhatof her teacher al-vi.

6.4. The Beginning ofAsh-Shaykhah Maryals Education

As mentioned before, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's fathesudght her to the
assemblies ofladith scholars, but it is not clear at what age eya¢iowever, in the
Mu jam, there is a reference to two teachers who diethenyear 722/1322 when Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam was thrétlIn the Dhayl at-Taqyd, al-Fisi mentions that Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam heard from alaw when she was fiv€. This indicates that Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam'’s career amahaddithahbegan surprisingly early.

Five of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s teachers are nametdrbiographical sources,
and by the time she was sixteen, all of them had.dAl-Wani died by the time she was
nine, ad-Dabilist when she was ten, Hlalali when she was sixteen, at-Ta®-Sa’igh
when she was six, and Hhajjar’* when she was eleven. She was the last to trafsmit

% His full name is Amad ibn Ab Talib ibn Ni‘mah ibnHasan ibr'AlT ibn Bayin as-Salihi al-Hajjar. See
biography no. 14; Ibn Hajar,ad-Durar, 1:142-3.

" Ruth RodedWomen in Islam and the Middle East: A Reafdéew York: I.B. Tauris & Co.Ltd, 1999),
133.

8 Asma Sayeed, "Women arithdith Transmission"”, 84.

% See biographies no. 141 and 251.

" Taq ad-Din Abi a-Tayyib Muhammad ibn Amad al-Makk al-Fasi, Dhayl at-Taqyyd fi Ruwit as-
Sunan wal-Magnid, ed. Kanal Y asuf al-Hit (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyyah, 1990), 1:64.

" The editor of as-Saklwi's ad-Daw’ al-Lami‘, on which Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s biographies ineoth
sources is based, mistakenly read the test djzza lahi at-Tad as-Sa igh wa ghayruhu min musnitisr
wal-Hijaz, wa ghayruhu minalA’immah bi Dimashg The context suggests that at-Tag-Sa’igh and
other scholars from Egypt granted herijaizah al-Hajjar and other scholars from Damascus also granted
her anijazah So the text should be read as followmsa"ajiza lahi at-Taq as-Sa igh wa ghayruhu min
musnid Misr, wal-Hajjar wa ghayruhu minal-ammah bi Dimashg The only editor who read it this way
is HasanHabash, the editor of IbrHajar’s Inba’ al-Ghumr He gave the reason for this reading as that
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam is not reported to have travtealHijaz. IbnHajar,Inba” al-Ghumr, 2:254, note

5.
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most of these scholaf$.Aba al-'‘Ala’ al-Farali (d. 700/1300), heartaciths from ad-
Dabhisi (d. 729/1328) and Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heard atsa fid-Dabbsi. There is

a span of 100 years between their deaths. This example of what is known iHacith
literature asas-Sibiq and al-Lakiq (early and late students of transmittéfspl-Fast
asserts that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was a unique dgavhfhe Egyptian teachers in this
regard’”® Ibn &-Saldh defines this category offadith as "those from whom two
transmitters relate, one early and one late, wititeat difference between their dates of
death. So, there is a great difference in the iimerval between them. Both transmit
from the same person, even if the later one of tlsenot regarded as a contemporary of
the first or a member of his generatidn."

There is a reference in the sources to a certasir ld-0n ibn Samin’® as one
of her teachers, but no biographical informatiorfagnd in theMu jam or any other
source except in al-Zirlits al-A1am.”’

From the entries of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam in diffédeiographical dictionaries,
it is clear that she began her education, espga@#knding the auditions of scholars, at
an early age. She mentions in ¥a jam that she heard a certdffadith from her teacher
Abii An-Niin ad-Dabiist in the year 726/1325, i.e. when she was séVen.

The phenomenon of transmission authority passioi fithe very old to the very
young has been observed during the Mamluk périoSayeed observed: “Written
transmission enabled individuals who could not petelently participate in the oral
transmission of knowledge to do so. For exampléhefs could obtain certification for
young children who had not yet acquired the abibtgpeak, read, or write, and husbands
could do the same for wives and daughters who Jese likely to undertake long
journeys to seek out scholars. In cases wheretsfamd toddlers were brought to hear
texts to maintain the facade of oral transmissibiwas the written text and not the
hearing of it by fledglings that guaranteed theusate transfer of knowledge. Due to the
prevalent notion that the written text would guaeanwhat orality and memory had for
the early generations of Muslims, even unborn cérdcould participate in this liberal
transfer of authority®

It is difficult to imagine that those who were gi@ohijazahsat an early age
meaningfully studied or even memorized (without poamension) the works for which
they were granted certificates before the ageveti

The number of female teachers mentioned inMligjam is twenty-eight out of
three hundred and ninete¥nThe death dates of four of them are unkn&Wihe

2 |bn Hajar,Inba’ al-Ghumr, 2:254.

3 Al-Magqyrizi, Durar al-‘Ugad, 470.

" Al-Fasi, Dhayl at-Taqyjd, 1:65.

S |bn &-Salah, An Introduction 235. Al-Khaib al-Baghddi has a book on this categoryldédith titled:
As-Sibiq wal-Lakiq 7 taba ‘udi ma bayna wadti rawiyyan ‘an shaykhin kid, ed. Mthammad ibn Mear
al-Zahant (Riyadh: Oar as-Sani ‘i, 2000).

% See as-Saldwi, ad-Daw’, 12:124; Ibn Hajar, Inba” al-Ghumt 2:254; Ibn Hajar, Dhayl ad-Durar al-
Kaminah 138.

" His name is Mbammd ibn Amad in Sartin (d. 737/1337). He was a mathematician and an
astronomer. Al-Zirilk, al-A1am, 5:325.

8 See biography no. 3.

9 Asma Sayeed, "Women iffadith Transmission”, 88.

8 Asma SayeedShifting Fortunes238-9.

81 For more on this point see 6.6. below.
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confirmed death dates for the other female teachedscate that Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam's contact with them must have occurred whlea was youngHafsah bint
‘Ubayd and Shafiah bint Alx al-Barakit died by the time Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was
five, Lawzah bint'Abd Allah by the time she was six, Dungint Yasuf al-Hakkri by
the time she was seven, Zaynab bAbd Allah by the time she was twelve, Misah
bint “‘AlT by the time she was thirteeHalibah bint‘Abd ar-Raman al-Maqdisiyyah,
Khadjah bint Ib&him al-Asgakni and Rtimah bint Fakhiwar by the time she was
fourteen, Sitt ash-Sim Khadijah bint‘Al1, Sitt al-Abid bint ‘Umar ibn Al Bakr ad-
Dunaysr, Fatimah bint‘Abd ad-[x’im, and Kha@jah bint ‘Uthman ibn at-Tuzar by the
time she was fifteen, Sitt &Jjm Fatimah bint Mthammad by the time she was eighteen,
Khadjah bint Fakhiwar and Sitt alArab ‘Aishah bint‘AlT as-Sanhgji by the time she
was twenty*

Upon comparison with male biographies in the séfiugam, it is worth noting
that the criteria used to justify the inclusiontloése female teachers are the same as those
used in the case of the male teachers. Female eésadaicluded in théMu jam are
described as being from families which were known & tradition of learning and
producing religious knowledge.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam heakhdths from teachers who were skilled in the field
of medicine®

From one of the extracts mentioned in Mafjam, we learn that Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam happened to travel to Damascus before the §86/1335 to takéladith from
‘Abd ‘Al-Aziz ibn ‘Abd Al-Latif al-Harani®®, and maybe other scholars, as Mejam
has so many teachers who either lived or died im&aus.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam receivéthdith also from four members from as-Sajh
family. She heard from Muaisah bint‘Al1,®" her son‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Umar a-
Sunhgji,®® ‘A’ishah bint‘AlT ibn ‘Umar a-Sunhaji,?® Khadjah bint ‘Al ibn ‘Umar a-
Sunhaji,*® and Hijar bint ‘Al1 ibn ‘Umar a&-Sunhaji.’* The sources tell us this family had
their origins in the MaghriB? Some members of this family lived in Egypt, fomexple,
‘A’ishah died in Egypt, and Hijar used to teach in Caif0.

82 See biographies no. 63, 66, 69, 83, 89, 91, 9298395, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 112, 1995,
196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 304, and 308.

8 See biographies no. 69, 91, 98, and 200.

8 For the sources, see the notes in our appendedredit

8 |bn Hajar comments on Miammad ibn'Uthman ibn Ahmad ibn‘Uthman al-Misri that he belonged to
family famous for practicing medicin8ee biography no. 255. See also biography no. 206.

8 Biography no. 146.

8 Biography no. 304.

8 Biography no. 128.

8 Biography no. 192.

% Biography no. 94.

1 Biography no. 308.

92 Adh-Dhahab, Siyar, 19:264.

% |bn Hajar, Ad-Durar, 2:237 (2089).

% See biography no. 308.
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6.5. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s Students

Although it is likely that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam cemed assemblies for many
students, she appears in the biographies of twange students; three of them are
female students. Twenty of these students arecctriben as-Sakiwi’'s ad-Daw’.

Ash-Shaykhah MaryaisiMale Students

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teaching career has lefttfages in published sources.
Like many scholars, students ldadth sought out Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's transmission
authority. Ibn Hajar al-Asqabni is perhaps her best-known student. Adh-Dhahab
confirms that IbnHajar heard theSakih collection of al-Bukbri from a group of
Egyptian scholars including Ash-Shaykhah Maryarerafine year 790/1388,i.e. when
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was over seventy.

The author oDhayl at-Tagyd, Aba &-Tayyib Muhammad ibn Amad al-Makk
al-Fast (d. 832/1428) was also another famous studenthign autobiography, he
mentioned some books that he transmitted on thieodtyt of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
such asal-Arba%n al-Buldiniyyahof as-Silaf, al-Arba‘%n ath-Thaqafiyyatand theJuz
of al-Hasan ibn Arafah.

In his al-Buldaniyyat, as-Sakhwi gave the name of Abal-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Yisuf al-Ughi (d. 861/1456¥ as one of those who heard from Ash-
Shaykhah Maryard. Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn ‘AlT al-‘Iryani (d.
852/1448) is said to have been brought to the dslyeph Ash-Shaykhah Maryarfi.lbn
Abit al-Isbi‘'T Husayn ibn‘Al1 ibn Yasuf (d. 856/1452) was granted gazah by Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam ca.788/1388)Ahmad ibn Yaqib akltfihi, who was born in the year
790/1388, was brought to he&tadths from Ash-Shaykhah Maryatf Khalil ibn
Muhammad ibn Mdammad al-Ashqgar (d. 820/1417) rdaddith in the presence of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryar’* Ash-Shaykhah Maryam was credited with givingjaaahto ‘Abd
as-Saim ibn Dawad ibn ‘Uthman al-Maqdis (d. 850/1446°%2

‘Abd al-Ghanm ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad al-Barmwi (d. 856/1452) was brought
by his father to hearHadths from Ash-Shaykhah Maryatf? Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn'AlT al-Hariri (d. 864/1459F* and Al Bakr ibn Ahmad ibn‘Abd Allah
al-Zak (d. 838/1434) also heatfhadiths from Ash-Shaykhah Maryatf?

Bulliet notes a trend amoridacith teachers to have young students, particularly
in their final years of teaching. The teachers tHatith students had at a young age

% Adh-Dhahab, Dhayl Tadhkirat alfHuffaz, ed. ZakariyyatiUmaymt (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al:limiyyah,
1998), 1:220. See also, Ibn Fahd al-Miaklasz al-Alzaz bi Dhayl Tadhkirat alHuffaz, 1:211.

% On him, see As-Sakivi, ad-Daw’, 2:212-2.

7 As-Saktawi, al-Buldaniyyat, ed. Husim ibn Muhammad al-Qaan (Saudi Arabia: Br al-Ata’, 2001),
86.

% |bid., 1:70-71.

% |bid., 2:245 (682).

190 hid., 2:245.

191 |bid., 2:202

102 As-Saklawi, ad-Daw’, 4:205.

193 1bid., 4:245.

1% bid., 9:148.

1% bid., 11:19.
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appear frequently in their biographi@8.In Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's case, we are told
that she gave a certificate to Mammad ibn Nisa ibn “Ali al-Y afi 7 (d. 823/1420) when
he was yound®’

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's reputation attracted studeateling in the search of
knowledge to her study circles. The Damascene achidilhammad ibn Amad ibn
Qantgim (d. 864/1459) heardadith from her during his travels to Caif¥ The Meccan
scholar‘Abd al-Cadir ibn Muhammad ibn Amad al-Rsi (d. 827/1423) traveled with his
brother ‘Abd al-Laif (d. 822/1419) to Cairo also to heHadth from Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam and other scholars dfacith.® Another Meccan scholar, NMdammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Amad ibnZahrah (d. 802/1399) traveled to Cairo and he hé&kadth
from Ash-Shaykhah Maryam during his travé.

The Damascene scholar Mammad ibn'Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Mihammad
al-Qays (d. 842/1438) and the Meccan scholarhisionmad ibn'AlT ibn Muhammad ash-
Shayh (d. 837/1433) were awarded uizahby Ash-Shaykhah Maryai! The Meccan
scholar Idts ibn alHasan ibn aHasan ibn'Al1 ibn Abi Talib (d. 832/1429) is reported to
have heardladths from Ash-Shaykhah Maryam in Cairo.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam is mentioned among a list dfokzs who gave a
certification to lbn Zabrag Wmad ibn Miammad ibn Yaub (d. 840/1436) ca.
788/1386'? Muhammad ibn'AlT ibn ‘Abd al-Kaim ibn Zatirah, from Mecca, antAbd
Allah ibn Mthammad ibnIsa at-Ta’if1, from At-Ta’if, (d. 840/1436) were also given an
ijazahby Ash-Shaykhah Maryam ca. 794/1319.

The death dates of these students indicate thgtstiuelied with her in her late
age. IbnHajar, for example, heard from her after the yed/7388, i.e. when she was
over seventy.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryais Female Students:

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teaching career continued aftér the year 797/1395.
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam and her brotherifmmad appear in the biography of Sitt al-
‘Iraq bint Ahmad ibn Mihammad al-Blisi (d. in Mecca 867/1462) as having awarded
her anijazah after the year 797/139%8? Ash-Shaykhah Maryam also appears in the
biography of a Meccan, Ghiin bint ‘AlT An-Nawayriyyah (d. 855/1451)*> Ghwsiin was
born in the year 794/1392, which means that hertimgevith Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
must have taken place between the years 794 to0S.is another indication of the
continuation of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teaching exanentil the beginning of her
eighties. Another female student igjat bint Muhammad ibn Mizammad al-Maqdis(d.

108 Richard Bulliet, "The Age Structure of Medieval ug@tion," Studia Islamica(1983), 105-17, quoted
from Asma Sayeed&hifting Fortunes89.

197 As-Sakhawi, ad-Daw’, 5:13 (enumeration is according to Ash-Shaamblaty).
198 pid., 7:95.

19pid., 4:322

119pid., 9:5-6.

pid., 8:103, 9:13.

"2 1pid., 2:211

3 1bid., 5:60, 8:191.

% bid., 12:55.

% bid., 12: 85.
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874/1468), who is mentioned as having heard ondée the sessions of Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam?*°

From the biographies of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's stisjeve can figure out the
geographical extent of her reputation. Some ofdiuelents went to see Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam in Cairo and she met some of them in thescitf their origin. If Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam had not convened assemblies in such placés,possible that her students
recounted her reputation after returning home fo@wels in which they encountered her.
A good reconstruction of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's oektwof students and teachers
places her in the scholarly elite of Cairo. It alsgeals her connection with scholars from
other cities.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s teaching career indicates ithdhe intervening years
between her childhood and seniority, she must lcaminued her search for knowledge
by studying the works for which she was awargé@dahsto transmit for her students
without undertaking any teaching activities, ilee slid not teach during the period of her
sexual maturity.

To conclude, the different accounts tell us thabt-Staykhah Maryam conducted
her activities in different settings with both mand women and after being authorized
by her teachers to transmit the knowledge she esdjdrom them, she would go on to
teach both men and women. This means that she mypsveered by certain conditions
that did not see a gender barrier in acquiringyialis knowledge and instructing others.

6.6. Elevation (uluww)**’

From the various narrations extracted inkhejam, we notice that most of these
narrations are characterized by having shoef#ds This helps us understand the
phenomenon of elevatiofiuluww). Students oHadth sought after older teachers who
had a (comparatively) shorter narrative string.réfege, 'Hadth education must begin at
a young age for the chains of authorities to betshdhan one’s colleagues, because
onc;;’ls8 chances later in life as a teacher will ddpam how short his chain of authorities
is."

Throughout théviu jam, we encounter expressions lik@ akhbarana bihialiyan
(this (hadith) was narrated to us through a highad by...),*® hadha hadith alin jiddan,
(this hadith has a very higisnad),'*° fa wagaa lani badalan aliyan (we reported this
hadth through a higheisnad from another teacher than that of al-Baklor Muslim's

1%pid., 12:132.

17 For a detailed discussion on elevation, see Asmged, Shifting Fortunes 264-273. For the
morphology of the terms used by ealgdth scholars to express elevation and its opposée,Leonard
Librande, "The Categories of High and Low as Reites on theRizlah andKitabahin Islam,"Der Islam
55 no. 2 (1978): 267-8&ee also Eerick Dickinson, "lbr-8alah Ash-Shaahrazt and the Isad." Journal
of American Oriental Soceity22 (2002): 481-505. The library of Leiden univergias a good treatise on
elevation entitled Fadl al-akad fil- ilm bi- ‘ulwwu as-Sanddby Muhammad ibn'Al1 ibn Fall al-Husayn,
44 folio, (27)

18 Recep Sentruk,Narrative Social Structure: Anatomy of tti&adith Transmission NetworkCE 610-
1505" unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Colombia @rsity, 1998), 102

119 See thedadiths cited in biographies no. 1, 4, 27, 75, 133, &r@l 181.

120 See thedadith cited in biography no. 2.
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teacher)** ‘ala al-muwifagah?® or fa wagaa lana muwifagatan'*® (we reported this

hadth from the teacher of, for example,am Muslim with a number of masters less
than the number of masters if he transmits froraninMuslim directly.) This frequency
reflects Ash-Shaykhah Maryam’s quest for shisrizds Searching out shorisnads
became a phenomenon. Therefore, the significandbeotermisnad ‘alz (lit. "high" or
elevated chain of transmission) evolved to placpheasis on the number of narrators in a
chain over and above other consideratifis.

On the elevatedsnad, Ibn &-Salah (d. 643/1245) remarked: "Seeking elevation in
Hadith is a sunnah. For that reason, undertaking jgsrm&s recommendedhfad ibn
Hanbal said: "Seeking an elevateshad is a sunnah from those who came before.”
Indeed, we heard that in his final illnesshya ibn Main was asked, "What do you
desire?" He replied, "An empty house and an eleliat&d."* Ibn a&-Salah went on to
clarify the importance of elevation by stating thd&levation keeps defectiveness away
from theisnad, because it is possible for defectives to comtheeiinadvertently or
deliberately, from every transmitter in thenad. Therefore, a small number of
transmitters represents a small number of sourcdsfectiveness and a large number of
men represents a large number of sources of dedeetss **°

Of the five categories of elevation mentioned hy #-Salah, | will focus on the
third, related to the transmission of one or bdtlthe Sakiis of al-Bukhirt and Muslim
or other famous authoritative books: the agreerfrant\azfagal), "substitutions” gbdal),
"equivalence" rmusiwah), and "hand-shaking" n{usafakah). These are types of
“elevation” which have become famous and are afééerred to in the sources.

The two sub-categories ohgreemeritand “substitutions are used frequently in
the Mufjam. The technical term of “agreement” refers, fortamge, to cases when a
Hadth comes to you from the teacher who transmittetb itmam Muslim with an
elevatedsnad with fewer intermediaries than tiiEadth would have when you related it
through Inam Muslim from his teacher. An example safbstitutionsvould be that for a
particular Hadith the same elevation as described above comesudrgm a teacher
other than the teacher of am Muslim?® Of the first sub-category of elevation that is of
agreementthere are eightladiths mentioned in th®u jam. Of the second sub-category
of elevation ofsubstitutionsthere are twenty-five examples mentioned throughbe
Mu jam.

Sayeed notes that aRahurmuz and alHakim emphasized the importance of
travel, orality, and the personal exertion as coowé to obtain elevation. By that, they
were reflecting the standards and milieu familiar the early scholars oHadth
transmission. But because these standards weravelbsstrictly, women were barred

121 see thedadiths cited in biographies no. 2, 5, 11, 22, 23,38,37, 60, 64, 73, 75, 76, 102, 104, 110,
114, 122,147, 175, 179, 180, 184, 305, and 311.

122 5ee thedadiths cited in biographies no. 16, 88, 105, 132, B#fsl 181 This is when one’ssnad was
identical to that of one of the great compilersibeong at the level of the shaykh of the compilksma
Sayeedshifting Fortunes271, note 139.

123 See theadiths cited in biographies no. 20 and 21.

124 Asma SayeedShifting Fortunes263.

125 |bn &-Salah, An Introduction 183.

120 |hid.

127 |bid.

28 bid., 184.
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from the field. However, from the end of the fiftb the seventh century, the very
definition of elevation was under revision and easingly came to refer to a short chain
of transmission without the scrutiny of the typerminsmission involved (oral or written)
and without taking into account whether the autlyasias granted directly or procured by
an intermediary?® This change affected the possibility for womemdguireelevationin
Hadith transmissior™°

In the case of Ash-Shaykhah Maryam, her fame derik@m herisnad of certain
Hadths reported in al-Bukim, Muslim, lbn Mijah, at-Tirmidh, and an-Nasi. The
Mu jam highlights two specific categories @$nads i.e. anisnad which has nine
transmitters and arsnad which has ten transmitters. An example of thet fissthe
following narration:

“Ash-Shaykhah Maryam said: AibAn-Nan informed us, Ab al-Hasan informed
him by way ofijazah from al-Mularak ibn alHHasan, from Ab Muhammad ibn‘Abd
Allah ibn Muhammad that al-Kiant and IbnHatatah transmitted to him that Alal-
Qasim al-Baghaw transmitted to them thaFalat ibn ‘Abbad transmitted to him that
Faddil ibn Jubayr transmitted to him that he heardiAbmamah S& ibn ‘Ajlan saying
that | heard the messenger of God (peace be upondaying: ‘If you guarantee me six
things on your part, | shall guarantee you Paradpeak the truth when you talk, keep a
promise when you make it, when you are trusted wsatimething fulfill your trust, avoid
sexual immorality, lower your eyes, and restrainrnjeands from injustice 3"

An example of thésnad with ten transmitters is the followiridadith:

Abiti Bakr ibn al-1zz Ibrahim ibn Alx “Umar informed us by way affazzahthat his
father, his uncle Ab al-Faraj,’AlT ibn Ahmad, Aamad ibn ShaybahAbd al-Wahfab ibn
an-Nasih, and Al Bakr al-Haraw said that Al al-Yaman Zayd ibn alHusayn al-Kind
and ‘Umar ibn Mthammad ibn al-Miadhdhin said that AbBakr ibn Mthammad ibn
‘Abd Allah al-Arsari informed them thatHumayd transmitted to him from Anas that he
said: "When the Prophet (peace be upon him) arrivédadinah Umm Sulaym took me
to the Prophet and said: "O messenger of GodjdiAsas an intelligent scriber, take him
to serve you." Anas said: 'The Prophet accepteti'ife.

Thus, Ash-Shaykhah MaryamMujam offers an authentic testimony to the
importance of seeking high&mnadsin Hadith literature.

6.7. Methods of Receivindladith

Ibn Hajar extracted on#adith or so with an elevategdnad from various works
that Ash-Shaykhah Maryam had been authorized twstnd. As mentioned above, the
Mufjam is a valuable source for checking the authentioitythe Hadths mentioned
throughout it. TheMujam includes 151 narrations. Of the 28 female teachieosn
whom Ash-Shaykhah Maryam received knowledge, Hajar quotes reports from 8
teachers only®® In four cases, Ibiiajar gives the beginning of thsnid but does not

129 Asma SayeedShifting Fortunes267-8

¥0pid., 272.

131 Entry no. 3. The narration is reported inTabat, al-Mu jam alAwsa, 6:94 (2638). Enumeration is
according to Shamela library.

132 Enrty no. 119. The narration is reported Adbd ar-Raim ibn alHusayn ibn'Abd ar-Raman al- Iraqf,
Al-Arba‘@n al-‘Ushariyyah, ed. Badr Abd Allah al-Badr (Beirut: Br ibn Hazm, 1993), 1:160.

133 See biograophies no. 83, 92, 99, 102, 195, 198, &1%d 308.
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complete it. IbnHajar cites 16 reports from Ash-Shaykhah Maryamahers al-\ani
and ad-@bbist; 8 from each.”™ This is an indication of the close relation she hth
both teachers and the role they played in her énucaln one case, Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam provided Ibriajar with an extract which she transmitted throfigh isnzds**°
Though most of the reports were considered as atithébon Hajar cites onéladith and
gives the ruling that it has a weanad,**® and on another report, he says: “This is a
mawdif (haltedHadith) and scholars doubted itnzd.”**” Ibn Hajar extracts one report
through anisnzd which has a teacher, his brother, and their fdtffeand another one
which has a teacher, his father, and Ash-Shaykhahydm transmitted it from them
based on afijazah which they conferred on h&¥ She also receiveHadith from two
brothers such as bnad ibn ‘AlT a-Kulwatiti**® and At Bakr ibn al-Kulwaitt; '
Ahmad ibn Rdwan al-Zintar**?and his maternal brother Mammad ibn'Abd atHaqq
ibn Shaban ash-Shaygkh:*** ‘Atiq ibn ‘Abd a-Rehman al-Makk*** and Mthammad
ibn ‘Abd a-Rahman al-Makk;'*® Abi al-Fah al-Yamuii**® and Am Said at
Ya'muri.**” This suggests the role of kinship networks in ttesmission ofadith.
Ash-Shaykhah Maryam also included an incompleteontepvhich she heard from a
teacher and his uncté®

Throughout theMu jam, lbn Hajar, quoting thesani ‘at and ijazat which had
been provided to him by Ash-Shaykhah Maryam, presidhe different methods by
which Ash-Shaykhah Maryam receivéthdith from her teachers. He uses expressions
like akhbaram (informed us) andkaddatha@ (transmitted to us) to indicate the
transmission oftladith throughsama (audition). Ibn &Salah views that this type of
transmission is the most elevated according torta@rity of scholars:°On the different
expressions used to indicate this type of transanissbn &-Salah quotes al-@di ‘lyad
as saying: "There is no dispute that in referemcéhis form of taking ugdladith, it is
permissible for the student who heard the teacbersay, 'He transmitted to us'
(haddatham), 'He informed us'akhbarar), 'He told us' §nba'ana), (I heard X saying'
(samitu fulznan yaglu), X said to us'dala lana fulan), "X mentioned to us'dhakara

134 See biogrpahies no. 2 and 3.

135 See the extract mentioned in biogrpahy no. 278.

136 TheHaudith reads: "Allamart rasil Allgh alfa bibin kullu hibin taftahu alfa bib."

137 See theHadith extracted in biogrpahy no. 314.

138 Theisnad has Ibshim ibn Muhammad ibn Mizammad ibn Ism‘il al-Fayimi, his brother Maammad
and their father. See biography no. 54.

13 The isnad has Mihammad ibn Milammad ibn Mzammad ibn Ismil al-Baki and his father. See
biography no. 286.

140 Bjography no. 25.

141 Bjography no. 74.

142 Bjography no. 12.

143 Biography no. 243.

144 Bijography no. 158.

145 Bjogrpaphy no. 246.

146 Biography no. 282.

147 Biography no. 284.

148 Theisnad has Mihammad ibn Abd al-Majid ibn Khalaf ibn‘Abd al-Wahlab, his uncle Abd Allah ibn
Khalaf and‘Umar ibn Yaya al-'Utbi. See biography no. 252. For the uncle’s biograggs/ no. 125. For
‘Umar’s biography see no. 190.

1491bn &-Salah, An Introduction 97.
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lana fulan)"**° Al-Khatib al-Baghddi confirms that the expressicsamitu’ (I heard so
and so say) is the highest expressirhis reflects the role afami ‘Gt as an important
source for the study oHadth transmission. The traditions of the Prophet were
transmitted in small circles and in mass gatheririgsce, the reading of and listening to
Hadth were considered an exceedingly esteemed penfmenbecause these meetings
created a multi-generation social grd@pThe social importance of this type of tradition
is clearly highlighted by chroniclers as many ohites include words to the effect that
the deceased "had learndddth with" or "read with" a well-known teacher?

In some other cases, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam confin@srtethod of transmission
by the expressionjira tan ‘alayhi wa a@ asma’ (It was recited to so and so while | was
listening). This is another method of taking andereing Hacith; it is called al-gira’'a
‘ala ash-ShayKh(recitation to the teacher). Ibn-8alah said: Most of the transmitters
call it "presentation” rd) since the reciter presents tHadith to the teachers just as the
reciter presents the Qan to the Quian instructor. It makes no difference whether you
are the reciter or someone else recites while igtan. You may recite from a book or
from your memory. The teacher may have memorizedhhterial recited to him or not.
In the latter case, he or some other reliable iddai should hold his text™ Al-Khatib
al-Baghddi said: "Most jurists and scholars dadth hold that reading to the teacher is
like hearing from him®°

The usage of the expressigjira’'tan ‘alayhi wa n&nu nasmd implies that she
attended the assemblies of her teachers alongatlier colleagues; male and female.
These two methods indicate oral transmission.

Along with the expressiomkhbaram@, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam adds the word
ijazatanto emphasize that she was grantedjarahto transmit a particuladadith to
others on behalf of her teacher. This is the tmrethod of receivindladth. ljazah
signifies the teacher's permission to a studentaiasmit from him all his narrations or
his writings. Thajazahcould be of several kinds:

(a) Licensing a specific text to a specific perswhere the teacher says, "l hereby
license book X or the contents of this book listnmhe to you." This is the highest type
oflisjsdzah and, according to Ibnsgalah, the later scholars are unanimous in allowing
it.

(b) Licensing an unspecified text to a specificsper. for instance the teacher
says, "l hereby license everything | heard", oretgthing | relate”, "to you". According
to Ibn &-Salah, the majority of jurists and traditionists allot1’

(c) Licensing an unspecified person under a gemsignation: for instance, the
teacher says, "I hereby license the Muslims," dnéileby license everyone." According
to Ibn a-Salah, most scholars disallow this form ipfzah**®

150 pid., 98.
151 Nadwi, Al-Mukaddithit, 84.
1: Yehoshua Frenkel, "Women in Late Mamluk Damascdi$1,
Ibid.
15%1bn &-Salah, An Introduction 100.
155 Al-Khatib al-Baghddi, al-Kifayah 259-60, here quoted from Nadwil-Mukaddithit, 86.
156 |bn &-Salah, An Introduction 110.
57 bid., 111.
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In all the narrations mentioned throughout ¥a jam, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam
uses the terminologiakhbararm so and sajazatan, (so and so informed us while
providing us permission to transmit the same infatiom on his authority*}° In one
instance, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam uses the termindfagy ajazahu la@ wa kataba bi
khatihi' (in what he licensed us in his own handwritinghfirming that heiijazah had
been written or signed by the teacher him&8Ifin eight other cases, Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam uses the terminology ‘@khbarar: so and sadhnar (So and so informed us by
granting permission) to expreiggzah™®*

In one case, theMu;jam confirms that theijazah was coupled with
correspondencer{ukitabatar)*®® which is another type of receividgadith. It consists of
the teacher sending some of Riadths in his own handwriting to an absent student, or
the teacher writing them for him while he is preséhCorrespondence took two forms.
One of them was correspondence without licensitge $econd was correspondence
coupled with licensing® The second form applies to the case of Ash-Shaykeryam.

In order to indicate that thgzzahwas obtained without audition (for instance, by
correspondence), Ash-Shaykhah Maryam uses thenelogy ljazatan in lam yakun
sami ‘an™® (by way of licensing, even though | had not hetdrel text itself during an
audition) oridhnan in lam yakun safran’.®

When it comes to poetry, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam uskes &xpression
"anshadan"*®’ (he recited to us). In one case, the recitatiorvesbes was conveyed
through arijazahcoupled with writing from the teach&

158 |bid. For other forms oijazah seelbid., 111-117. For a classical commentanyjijaaats, see Ab Tahir
Ahmad ibn Mthammad as-Silaf(d. 576),al-Wajiz f Dhikr al-Mujaz wal-Mujz, (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-
Islami, 1991). For the significance gfizals in contemporary studies, seamad Ramdan Ahmad, Al-
ljazat wa at-Tawd@ at al-Makhyrah fil-‘Ulam an-Nagliyyah walAgliyyah (Cairo: Wizrat ath-Thadgfah,
1986); ‘Abd Allah al-Fayyd, Al-ljazat al-‘llmiyyah ‘indal-Muslinin (Baghdad: Méa'at aldrshad, 1967);
Hisham Nashabi, "Thgazah Academic Certification in Muslim Educationtfamdard IslamicusSpring
1985, 720; Jan Just Witkam, "The Human Element between Text Reader: Thdjaza in Arabic
Manuscripts"”, inCodicology of Islamic Manuscripted. Yasin Dutton (London: 1995), 123-136.

159 See biographies no. 1, 3, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 1418517, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 838, 37,
38, 41, 42, 45, 46, 48, 54, 56, 57, 59, 60, 616@4,72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 81, 83, 86, 88, 90, 10d, 105,
107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 113, 114, 116, 117, 118, 120, 122, 1123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 130, 1
132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 139, 140, 141, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 154, 158, 162, 16
163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 171, 172, 178, 177, 179, 180, 181, 182, 184, 186, 194, 196, 19
198, 201, 215, 222, 225, 230, 243, 248, 251, 268, 266, 278, 285, 286, 289, 291, 294, 297, 299, 30
305, 306, 308, 310, 311, 312, 313, 314, and 324.

160 See biography no. 72. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam narrsiete verses from her teacher Biltio the effect
that he granted those who asked himiféorahto transmit the collections he narrated. Theséectbns
include the twasakiis of al-Bukhari and Muslim and théuz’ of ar-Razi.

161 See biographies no. 1, 116, 176, 188, 202, 238, &% 305.

162 See biography no. 203.

163 |bn a&-Salah, An Introduction 123.

%4 pid.

185 See biographies no. 1, 179, 180, 186, 227, and 277

166 See biography no. 116.

157 See biographies no. 3 and 260.

158 See biography no. 262.
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6.8. Ibn Hajar and Reading Certain Hadiths in the presence of Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam

By certainHadiths, | mean specific texts of reports, not wholkections orajzz .
In Ahmad ibn Shayin ar-Ranil and Magar ibn ‘Ammar al-Wa‘iz’s entries inLisan al-
Mizan, Ibn Hajar quotes two specifiladiths he heard from his teacher Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam?®® In his al-Ahadith al-‘Asharah al-lkhtiyiriyyah ‘ushiriyyat al-Isnid, Ibn
Hajar mentioned that he read the second and thie Haudths in this collection, which
have ten people in thienad, to Ash-Shaykhah Maryan® In his Taghkq at-Taliq ‘ala
Sahih al-Bukhiri, Ibn Hajar quotes eight Hadiths which he transmittednenauthority of
Ash-Shaykhah Maryarf(*

6.9. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's Death

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam died in 805/1402 at the agagtfty-four. IbnHajar praises her
as a pious and chaste woman and one who had gvedior knowledgé’? Kahhalah
describes her as pious and of good chara€iéon Fahd al-Makkcalls hefMusnidat
Misr (the authoritative transmitter of Egypf}.According to al-Madwi, she well
deserved the great respect in which she was lwlght "stood alone (as a transmitter)
from the majority of her teachers™

159 |bn Hajar, Lisan al-Mizan, ed. ‘Abd alFattih Abi Ghuddah (Bierut: Br al-Bast’ir al-Islamiyyah,
2002) 1:482 (546); 8:167 (7931).

170 |bn Hajar, al-Akadith al-‘Asharah al-lkhtiyiriyyah ‘ushiriyyat al-Isnid, ed. Al Muhammad al-Alf
(n.p., n.d.) 1.7. Thélacth is best known as thidadith of Jamrah bintAbd Allah al-Yarhi‘iyyah. For
more on it, seéid., 1:7.

"1 |bn Hajar, Taghtq at-Taliq ‘ala Sakih al-Bukhiri, ed. S&d ‘Abd arRahman Masi al-Qazq (Beirut:
al-Maktab al-Isimi, 1984) 3:48, 262, 265, 4:366, 367, 469, 5:296, 299

"2bn Hajar, Inba” al-Ghumt 2:254-255.

173 Kahhalah, A1am an-Nisg’, 5:37.

17 |bn Fahd al-Makk Lahz al-Alkdz, 1:142. ZakariyyaHUmayit in his introduction to adbhahali's
Tadhkirat al#uffaz defines the terrmusnidas one who narrates traditions in his posseséfon.

175 Al-Magqprizi, Durar al-‘Ugid, 470.
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Summary and Conclusions

This study examined the life of one individudhdth female transmitter, Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam Al-Adhfgyyah (719/1319805/1402), based on lddajar's Mu jam
Ash-Shaykhah Maryaihat he had compiled for her. We have seen howfihgamsare
important sources for the history of scholarly aodtural networks and give the details
by which an entire cultural environment can be nstacted.

The study consisted of an introduction and twos&art | focused on the study
of the Mu jam and other related issues. Part 11, an annotated edition of thdu jam
was provided.

The edition of theMu jam Ash-Shaykhah Maryaiart Il ) was based on the
unique manuscript available, viz. afifal-Kutub al-Mgriyyah (Reference number: 1421
Hadith). In the Arabic text, | have inserted the puatiton for reasons of clarity. | also
numbered the biographies in order to facilitateemerices. | also traced all tihkadiths
quoted in theMu jam from famoudadith collections.

The study Part 1) explored the social background of female paréitign in
Hadth transmission in the light of Ash-Shaykhah MaryatrAdhra‘iyyah's life. The
study of theMujam increased our knowledge about women's participaitioHackth
transmission.

Chapter One of Part 1 dealt with the manuscript, the methodology applied
editing it, and a biography of its copyist. The mseript under study was copied by
Yasuf ibn Shahin, Ibn Hajar's grandson. At a certain point of time it caneethe
possession of Mitammad Murtda al-Husayn al-Zaldi who added some marginal notes
to it. The manuscript remains in excellent conditamd it was written in one hand which
rules out the possibility that some parts were dddter.

Chapter Two of Part 1 established Ibiiiajar's authorship and the sources used,
as well as the method followed in composing it. Térentakhrij found on the title page
of the Mujam Ash-Shaykhah Maryaras to be understood in the sense that Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam made available to [Hajar thesani ‘at (the protocols of reading
sessions which were added to a text), and ifheahs (the certificates which she
possessed and cherished and which conferred upathéeight to transmit a text or to
teach). From the raw materials, IH@ajar, in turn, sorted out the names of Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam's teachers, and extracted daaeith or more that she heard from each teacher
which he listed after the teacher's biographyslunlikely that IbnHajar could have
gathered the data he required for tfiajam on almost 319 persons solely from his
teacher’s knowledge, without consulting other pessor other biographical sources. In
fact, Ibn Hajar did use certain sources to complete the @ctdircertain teachers. The
Mufjam grew out of the need to establish continuityHadth transmission. It was
composed to ensure that the knowledge of the Toaditof the Prophet was handed
down accurately and faithfully from generation emgration.

Chapter Three of Part 1 placed theMujam among IbnHajar's writings and
contemporary similar works. It also gave a sketiclbo Hajar's biography, his role as an
author, and his care for women's biographies.Wwaghy to draw attention to IbHajar’s
interest in including female's biographies in hierks. In hisal-lsabah ¥ Tamyyz al-
Sagabah Ibn Hajar devoted the fourth volume to the biographiefemale Companions.
Also in his Taqrib al-Tahdhb, Ibn Hajar covered 300 entries of female Companions,
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female Followers and other female transmitters ha six major collections. In his
Tahdhb al-Tahdhb, Ibn Hajar devoted a special place for female transmsitt@omen
known by theirkunyah lagab, and those known bynubhamt (obscure names). Ibn
Hajar's ad-Durar al-Kaminah is also abundant with female biographies whicheogf
female participation in the cultural and religiogggheres in Egypt and Syria during the
Mamluk period.

Chapter Four of Part 1 explored the literary world of thilu jam, and gave an
overview of the development of the genre of theividdial bibliography like the
fahrasah themashyakhahthemujam, etcetera. With the emergence of Islamic tradition
(Hadith), several genres of Islamic literature have tpexl. In the early stages, both
isnad and text were written down but disseminated orallgwever, with the expansion
of Islam and the enormous diversification of thi#edent disciplines of learning, it was
impossible to maintain oral transmission as thg wahicle for passing on knowledge. At
a later stage, historical and Tradition texts weriten in all sorts of personal notebooks
of transmitters, and later, in more organized ctibms that were intended for a larger
audience. Though, in the end, books became accegstethe ordinary medium, the
individual and personal approach nevertheless redaintact. Biographical literature
emerged as one of the consequences of this individnd personal approach. The
"science of men", ofilm al-rijal (also including women) developed into a criticathod
for the assessment of scholarly authority. Manygtaphical works were devoted to
describing networks of scholarship and chainsafd¢mission.

Chapter Five of Part 1 outlined the role of women ikladith transmission,
especially during the Mamluk period. This was pdszk by introductory remarks on
women's authority aHadth transmitters, i.e. what thgadith scholars said about reports
transmitted by women, and an overview of womeneducation in the Mamluk period.
The early scholars dfiadith did not stipulate that Hadith's being reported by a man is a
condition of its acceptability, or its being repaitby a woman is a condition for its
rejection. While specifying the characteristicstiobse whose transmission is accepted
and those whose transmission is rejected, the grgqadrt inHadth, lbn a-Salah (d.
643/1245), did not distinguish betweemrladith reported by a male and another reported
by a female.

Previous contributions concluded that women plagedery active role in the
transmission of the Prophetic traditioridagith) throughout much of Islamic history.
Recent studies show that women of the Companioerggan participated actively in
this domain of religious knowledge. However, thevas a decline of women in the
historical record from the mid-second to the midrth centuries. In the second half of
the fourth century, women re-emerged in the souroasHadth learning and
transmission. From this period until well into thdamluk era, women acquired
exemplary reputations &kacith transmitters.

Based on the findings d@hapter Six of Part 1 “The Life and Career of Ash-
Shaykhah Maryam al-Adhiigyah”, knowledge of the details of Ash-Shaykhah
Maryam's life is relatively limited. Ash-ShaykhahalMam has shown no lack of
competence to be a scholar and educator of sortteedsest minds of her times, and in
turn, her contemporary male scholars have recodrtime authority in transmitting the
words of the Prophet. It is noteworthy that Asha#@h Maryam's reputation was
based, to a great extent, on the scholars sheesdtwdth. Ash-Shaykhah Maryam had
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interaction with both male and female teachers stndents, which shows co-education
activity during her youth and seniority. Ash-ShagkhMaryam was an authority for
compilations ofHadith, and she emerged in the historical records a®umht-after
teacher oHadth. From the list of compilations she was givertifieation to transmit, it

is clear that she excelled in the field dith, not in other disciplines such as figh or
Quran exegeses. This holds true for most women of taemnMk period.

Ash-Shaykhah Maryam clearly acquired a good remutahs amukzaddithah
However, it is not possible to reconstruct her eafgeyond the details given in this
study. Her reputation should be well understoodthia wider picture of the rising
participation of women irHadith transmission, which occurred first in the regioh
Khurasan in the fourth and fifth centuries, andrahe course of the next three centuries
spread westward towards Baghdad, Damascus, andCtéienm, following the triumphant
march of Sunn traditionalism under dynasties such as trwn@ids, Ghaznavids,
Seljuks, Ayyubids, and Mamluks.

Based on Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's career, the gepietare that emerges is one
of a woman who was active in receiving and trangmgtreligious knowledge, especially
the transmission ofadth. Her activities reflect intellectual developmenin the
important network of scholars of which she was &.p&omen during the Mamluk
period, in general, played important and prominetds in their society and some of their
activities have been documented in medieval bidgcab dictionaries. Women are
described in theMufjam as freely studying with both men and women. Afgetting
permission to instruct others, they clearly workedd to match their male counterparts
in the teaching career. By now, it is clear thah/A&haykhah Maryam's portrait does not
reveal the stereotyped preoccupation with seclusiagender segregation.

Based on thdladiths extracted from the various collections that -S$laykhah
Maryam was authorized to transmit and their shasterds, | can argue that thiglu jam
provides a unique testimony to the importance guatg higherisnzdsin transmission.
This supports the phenomenon of the transmissitmaty from the very old to the very
young, as Ash-Shaykhah Maryam's teachers awardegalzéhs in their final years of
teaching. Likewise, Ash-Shaykhah Maryam appeaiguiatly in biographies of students
during their advanced ages.

Further research is needed, especially on indiVitRkraale scholars, as one can
assert that there is a possibility for supporting argument thaladith literature has
been developed, preserved, propagated, and taydidtb men and women of scholarly
repute.

Other female scholars who excelled in other arééslamic studies, such as law

and commentaries on the Camr, are worthy of due attention. Women scholars from
specific regions and time periods can be the subjefature research. Further research is
needed to know more about Ash-Shaykhah Maryantsées for whom no details are
provided in biographical dictionaries.
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