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Foreword

The King Fahad Complex (Madinah) is known for the
many prestigious works it has commissioned over the years.
It has added to its achievements by offering this unique
opportunity to an assembly of scholars and researchers to
present the fruit of their researches and examinations on the
Sayings, Practices and Seerah of the Prophet Muhammad
(#). The paper in hand is entitled ‘A Bibliography on
Hadith and Sunnah Writings in English’ and is the humble
contribution by the author to this august Conference.

I would never have dreamed on embarking on such an
enormous task had I not been given the impetus by the
Conference organisers. 1 thank Allah Almighty that the
journey which began by browsing through the bookshelves
of the library of the Islamic Cultural Centre (London) in
March 2003, and which took me to a number of countries in
the pursuit of more information, has finally reached its
destination. With only a three-month time limit in which
this project had to be completed, my quest took me to the
library of the International Islamic University of Islamabad
(Pakistan), various bookshelves on the Mall in Lahore, the

small English section of books in the Da'wa office in

Bahrain, the library of the King Abdul Aziz University in
Jeddah, and finally the library of the Islamic Foundation in
Leicester (UK).

I have based the greater part of my work on two
excellent sources, both printed in 1980/81. They are:



- “Literature on Hadith in European Languages”,
which is a bibliography by the German Muslim Ahmad von
Denffer (published by the Islamic Foundation, 1981).

- “Hadith and Sira Literature in Western Languages”,
by Muhammad Anees and Alia Nasreen Athar
(Bloomington 1980).

The two titles are contemporary to each other and have
many entries in common. The slight difference is that the
second of the two titles tends to give a brief introduction of
each work as well as the details of its re-prints and reviews
(if any). Both of them cover material that has been written
in other European languages, but this is tiny compared to
the level of material in English. For example, Ahmad von
Denffer’s book shows 559 entries, ~360 of which are in
English. As a researcher, my task was to enhance the
material previously available. By presenting this
bibliography, I am confident that it covers almost all the
relevant material published between 1980 and June 2003.
As perfectness belongs only to Allah, I can only say that [
have exerted all my abilities to collect the information
available (in a very busy period of my life!); any material
that has inadvertently missed my notice can be added to a
later edition, if Allah wills.

I note with great appreciation that the last twenty two
years have witnessed a burgeoning in the translation into
English of original texts of Hadith, such as the Sunan Abu
Dawud and a part of Nasa’i; a combined collection of Sahih
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim; Tafsir Ibn Kathir (in ten
volumes), which in my opinion is a Tafsir based mainly on
Hadith and and so deserves its place in Hadith literature.
This period has also seen many publications refuting the ill-
conceived critical studies done by Goldziher and Schacht in



which they attack the Science of Isnad. My own humble
contribution to this genre is my doctoral thesis entitled “The
Concept of Mahdi among Muslims with reference to Kitab

Al-Fitan by Nu'aim bin Hammad”. This thesis pays
particular attention to the theories of Margoliouth.

In order to link the past with the present, I have
summarised below the conclusions reached by Ahmad von
Denffer in his aforementioned Bibliography:

The French preceded the English in recording a
definition for Hadith, the first of its kind, in Bibliotheque
Orientale by Bartholomew d’Herbelot (Paris, 1697). A
century later, another French contribution appeared in the
19™ Century: Hammer-Purgstall made a list of the subjects
in Sahih Al-Bukhari. Among the earliest works in English
was the translation of “Mishkat-al-Masabih” by
Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Khatib Al-Tabrizi (Calcutta,
1809-1810). The next notable work was entitled “On the
Origins and Progress of writing down historical facts
among Muslims” by Sprenger in 1856. The translation of
300 Ahadith from Imam Bukhari’s Al-Adab Al-Mufrad was
published by Ali Hassan under the title “Priceless Gems” in
1895. Five years earlier, Ignaz Goldziher had produced his
treatise entitled “Muhammedanische Studien” (1889-90),
but the second volume of this, which was devoted mainly to
Hadith studies, was not translated into English until 1971.

The twentieth Century thus saw a galaxy of Muslim
and non-Muslim scholars contribute greatly to the body of
Hadith literature. They included orientalists such as
Guillame, Schacht, Arberry and James Robson. The
Muslim contribution came from renowned scholars such as
Muhammad Zubair Siddiqi, Abdul Hamid Siddiqi, Dr.



Hameedullah, Mustafa Azami and Dr. Muhsin Khan. (Here
ends the summary).

As mentioned earlier, the body of Hadith literature in English
has continued to expand rapidly. It is, however, a great pity that the
valuable work of one of the greatest traditionists of recent times,
Sheikh Muhammad Nasiruddin Al-Albani, has been largely
ignored by English writers. The only exception is his work called
“The Prophet’s Prayer” which was translated into English by my
son Dr. Usama Hasan (1993).

I hope and pray that the humble work in hand will be a
milestone on the long road that has been trodden on before me and
will continue to be walked upon by many others in the future. I
will be honoured and consider myself fortunate if my modest
treatise can be of service to future students who are in pursuit of
this noble knowledge. May Allah accept this effort and bestow his
blessings upon it. Ameen.

Suhaib Hasan
London, 30" Rabi’al Akhir 1424
AH
30™ June 2003



A note on the order and subject matter of the
contents

Ladlsé gal s ol 03 2 il panioll

This is a brief look at the methodology I have used in
the Bibliography.

1. All entries are in alphabetical order. The author’s
name 1s followed by the title, which may be a book
or an article in a journal or a chapter in a book.

2. Titles of books are given in bold and articles are in
italics. A researcher will thus find all the writings of
each author in the same place.

3. Abbreviations are used for well-known journals. A
list of such abbreviations is also provided.

4. Each entry is classified into one of seven categories,
denoted by abbreviations, to determine its subject
matter. The categories and abbreviations are as
listed below.

- AUT: Authenticity
Entries which deal with the Authenticity of the Sunnah
or its importance, including discussions of Isnad and Matn.

- CAT: Catalogue
Bibliographical entries.

- CRI: Criticism

Entries that attack or defend the Science of Hadith.
Most of the entries in this category were written by western
orientalists.

- TAD: Tadween (Recording)



This classification includes material related to the
recording of Hadith and biographies of reporters.

- TXT: Text
The original texts of all Hadith books are in Arabic,
but this classification is for translated works.

- USU: Usul
The terminology and explanation of Mustalah writings
(Science of Hadith) come into this category.

- WRI: Writings

All other general works on Islam that deal specifically
with aspects of the Hadith and Sunnah are classified in this
category.
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