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cartul to report Hadith in the same words as they had heard from the Prophet
except where the wording was forgotten. In the latter case some of the
Prophet’s Companions took the llﬂerty’ of transmission according to meaning
with due acknowledgment that the text was not the same pronounced by the
Prophet ( peace be upon him ). ‘

Most of the collectors of Hadith paid more attention to the investigation of
the narrators than the other critical tests, and they were justified in this, for
their object was to produce reliable collection of Hadith and, therefore, their
first concern was to see that the Hadith could be authentically traced back to
the Prophet through a trustworthy chain of narrators. This part of the criticism
was the more essential, as the longer chain of narrators, the more difficult
would it have been to test their reliability, other tests coulde be applied to any
Hadith at any time, and the laps of a thousand years could in no way affect the
value of these tests, but the passing away of another century would have
rendered the task of the examination of the chain of narrators so difficult as to
be for all practical purposes impossible. Hence the collectors of Hadith rightly
focused their attention on this test. Nor did the work of collecting the Hadith
close the door to further critcism.

The above explanation would determine the role of Sunna or Hadith of the
Prophet in expounding Islamic rulings, as a principle of the Religion and the
second source of Islamic legislation. And its abandonment would be rejection
of the ordinance of the Holy Quran itself as set out in the above quoted verses.
This represents the unanimous attitude and practice of true Muslims at the
time of the Prophet and in subsequent.
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« Abu Huraira is reported to have said : The Prophet of God came to us
while we were writing Hadith, and said : What is this that you are writing ?
We said : Hadith which we hearfrom you. He said : What ! a book other than
the Book of Allah 2 You should well know that people before you have missed
the path of righteousness because of what they had written besides God’s
Book .

‘ Now the objection of the Prophet to the writing down of the Hadith clearly
shows fear lest Hadith be mixed up with the Holy Quran, though there was
nothing essentially wrong' in wring down the Hadith, nor did the Prophet ever
forbid its being done, on the other hand, as late as conquest of MAKKAH we
find him giving orders himself for the writing down of a certain Hadith at the
request of a hearer. He also wrote letters, and treatles wese also put down in
writing. What he feared as the report clearly shows, was that if his sayings
were written down generally like the Quran, the two might get confused
together, and the purity of the text of the Quran be effected. On the other
hand, memory was a reliable means for the preservation of Hadith for the Holy
Quran itself was safely preserved in the memory of the Companions of the
Prophet in addition to being commietted to writing.

The Afab had a wonderfully retentive memory, and he had to store up his
knowledge of countless things in his memory. In fact, had the Holy Quran
been simply preserved in writing, it could not have been handed down intact to
future generations. The aid of memory was invoked to make the purity of the
text of the Quran doubly sure. Some scholars held the view that the objection
to writing down Hadith was only in the early years of Islam when a confusion
of the Hadith with the Quran was feard. For the only writing material then that -
time was leaves and stones which provided only a limited writing space, were
the Quran and the Hadith if written together, could be so confused. However,
when the Quran later spread among the people, and it was memorised and
could be identified, there was no longer any possibility of confusion and the
restriction on recording was lifted.

The Companions of the Prophet, their followers and desciples exercised
great caution and prudence In accepting and transmitting reports. Pious and
God fearing, they were careful in quoting the Prophet for what he sought to
inculeate in them in the way of interpretations of God’s Religion, verdicts in
reply to questions put to him, or judgements in the disputes he considered .
Such was their wonted habit whenever such reports or questions were needed
in connection with some incident referred to them. Many of them were also
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The Companions of the Prophet knew well that his actions and practices
were to be followed, should no express direction be met with in the Holy
Quran. It is related that when Miad Ibn Jabal, on being appointed governor of
Yemen by the Prophet, was asked how he would judge cases, his reply was,
‘ by the Book of Allah*. Asked what he would do if he did not find a direction
in the Book of Allah, he replied : ¢ by the Sunna of the Apostle of Allah*. And
what he would do if he did not again find a direction in the Sunna, he replied :
‘1 will then contrive an opinion’. Whereupon the Prophet approvingly said :
‘Thanks be to God for having guided the emissary of God’s messenger to
God’s Path °.

The Sunna was therefore recognised in the lifetime of the Prophet as
affording guidance in religious matters. The need of the Sunna, its force as
law, and its preservation are all traceable to the lifetime of the Prophet. A
special importance was , from the first, attached to his sayings-and deeds which
were looked upon as a source of guidance by his followers. They were
conscious of the fact that these things must be prserved for future generations.
Hence they not only kept them in their memory but even resorted to write
them down for their preservation.

The Companions of the Prophet while translating into practice his sayings
endeavoured also to preserve them in memory as well as in writing. It is,
however, a fact that whatever the companions heard from the lips of the
Prophet they tried to keep in their memory as it was chief means of their
presevation. It is reported that the Prophet sometimes opjected to the writing
don of the Hadith, lest it be mixed up with Holy Quran, as it is clear from the
following report :

The transmissionn of the Hadith or practices and sayings of the Prophet
from one persoa to another, thus become necessary during the Prophet’s
lifetime. In fact, the Prophet himself used to give instructions with regard to
the transmission of what he taught. There are ample historical evidences that
whenever a people embraced Islam, the Prophet used to send to them one or
more of his Companions who not only taught them the Holy Quran but also
explained to them how the injunctions of the Holy Book were to be carried out
in practice. It is also on record that people came to the Prophet and demanded
teachers who could teach them the Quran and the Sunna.
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deemed certain only if veiwed as a whole and not indetoil; for while the
Prophet’s sayings, acts and rulings are sure to have imanated from him and
constituted what is known as Sunna, no particular one of them could be taken
for granted unless it has been commonly reported, which 1is a rare case, or
otherwise presumed through study and the consideration of available evidence
in the light of controlsiprescribed by the scholars of the Hadith, and established
by news reporting and varification rules.

The Quran therefore, should have a procedence over the Hadith, beeing
definitly certain and not supposed. The Companions of the Prophet after his
death, are reported to have been used whenever a case was referred to them or
advice, to consult the Holy Quran the first place then the Sunna in the absence
of a relevent Quranic ruling, otherwise they contrived an opinion of their own
if they falled to find the answer in the Sunna. This procedure had received the
Prophet’s approbation. If we consider to what extent can teachings of Islam, its
principles and its laws, be drawn from the Sunna of the Prophet, we can see
that the Holy Quran generally deals with the broad principles or essentials of
religion, and going into details in very rare cases. The details were generally
supplied by the Prophet himself, either showing in his practice how an
injunction shall be carried out or by giving an explanation in words.

Since Islam covered the whole sphere of human activities, many points
had to be explained by the Prophet by his example in action and word.

On the moral side his was the pattern which every Muslim was required to
follow. The Holy Quran has made clear this point in the following verse :

(0 Y ) € K Bl A Sy G oS O D
(Verily in the messenger of Allah you have good example ) 33 : 21.

Every Muslim, therefore, stood in need of both the Holy Quran and
Hadith.

To clear this point we can take as examples two most important religious
institutions of Islam; Prayer and Zakat. When the injunctions related to prayer
and zakat were delivered no detalls were supplied, and it was the Prophet
himself who by his own actions gave the details of the performance of the
Prayer. And yet it was the Prophet who gave the detall rules and regulations
for the payment and collection of Zakat. These are but two examples.



And let those who conspire to evade orders beware lest grief or painful
punishment befall them ] 24 : 63.

Now the Quran has made it clear that obedience to the Prophet is a
pre-requisite of true faith, and it has also given order in conjunction with
caution for prospective offenders. The Holy Quran, however is the first source
and the structure on which the Sunna is based. It therefore, provides the origin
of all proofs as the Almighty God said :

(V70 L) s eyl Las pulial (g pSaid (panlls UISI) el lish )y

[ Verlly, We reveal unto thee the Scripture with the truth, that thou
mayest judge between mankind by that which Allah showth thee ]4 : 105.

(AR Jaill) ((pakeusall (5 i g danny g 389 £ el JI Dl GSI ebule Lty

[ And We reveal the Scripture unto thee as an exposition of all things, and
a guidance and a mercy and good tidings for those who surrendered to Allah ))

16 : 89. '
(V8 Jaill) (9105 pgild dany g samg b 1 5A0AS (531 agd (il ) GUSI elule 3T Logy

( And We have revealed the Scripture unto thee only that thou mayst
explain unto them that wherein they differ, and as a guidance and a mersy for a
people who believe ) 16 : 64.

(B8 Jailt) (0 9,580 aglatg agal] U3 Lo pulald (sl jS31) el Liliil g

( And We have revealed unto thee Remembrance that thou mayst explain
to mankind that which hath been revealed for them and that haply they may

reflect ) 16 : 44.

Thus , the Holy Quran is given precedence over the Sunna as a basis of the
religion and a source of its basic principles. The Sunna or the Hadith becomes

subservient to it and interpreter of its rulings.

This is due to the certainty of the contents of the Holy Quran both as a
whole and in detail, which is not the case with the Hadith. The latter could be
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[ Whose obeyth Allah and the messenger, they are with those unto whom
Allah has shown favour ... 14 : 69

(A Lol el gl s J gyl s o0

[ Whose obeyth the messenger, obeyth Allah 14 : 80

mdy.nd‘,mlsmuua‘gebfluaajallwugﬁui [,o‘l dyudgmlu.a.asl.al uyﬂguaglutsh‘,))

[ And it becometh not a believing man or believing woman, when Allah
and His messenger have decieded an affair [ for them ], that they should [ after
that | claim any say in their affair; and whose is rebellious to Allah and His
Messenger, he verily goeth astray in error manifest ] 33 : 36.

- Several other Quranic verses speak of the authority of the Prophet such
as :

STy pa o] pgie puda g SALAY agale a0 g Shulall agd Jau g Sl oo aalgha g Sg,atl pa el
: (Vo Gile¥) cagale cils Al

[ He will enjoin on them that which is right and forbid them that which is
wrong. He will make lawful for them on good things and prohibit for them
only the foul : and he will relieve them of their burden and fetters that they
‘used to wear ] 7 :-157.

ol (Aa 190l l gola ol Jo axs 1930S 13]g algeuyg Bl Igaal 13} (add oyusxt:'jz»
.('\\‘ A |)

[ They are only the true believers who believe in Allah and His messenger
and, when they are with him on some common errand, go not away until they
have asked leave of him |24 : 62. And,

Ouilt janadi Blgd asia ¢ glleatis (it @t alas S ladas aiany sLeus Al J g1l sl s Iglaas ¥
VY ) cpadl Ll3e agaaas of AU agasal () o0l 8 () gl

[ Make not the calling of the messenger among you as your calling one of
another. Allah knowth those of you steal away, hiding themselves.
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF « SUNNA »
OR ‘HADITH® OF THE PROPHET

By :
Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye

prof. Islamic University
Madinah

Sunna or Hadith is the second source from which the teachings of Islam
are drawn. In effect it covers the sayings, the practices and actions of the
Prophet, and also his silent approval of the action or practice of another. Allah
has ordained the obedience of of His messenger.

Several verses of the Quran may be quoted in this effect which go to prove
that Sunna or the Hadith provided the second source of the principles of the
religion.

It is incumbent on Muslims to act upon it in demonstration of their
obedience to Allah and His messenger. Its abandonment, on the other hand,

would be a repudiation of Allah’s Book and a rejection of His ordinance as set
out in the following verses of the Holy Quran :

(08 ;L,.;Jl) «d,..u,ii l,a.,bi, b 1 gaalsl ,I;“i Oaall (gl Ly
[O ye who believe ! Obey Allah and obey the messenger 14 : 59
(0N asill) 1@ gaayd psiad J guall 1 gaalol g

[ Obey the messenger that haply you may find mercy] 24 : 56
(¥ adl) «f 94358 diic aslg’ Lag 09339 guuydl 2SS Lo,

[And whatsoever the messenger gives you, take it. Andwhatsoever he
forbidth, abstain from it ]59 : 7
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

de, “ly the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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