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al-Masadir al-Andaloussia li‘ilm al-kalam

al-massdr wa at-tahawilat wa al-hasais

Ce livre est un ouvrage inestimable, dans lequel je réponds 4 de
nombreuses questions, bloquées depuis des siécles, telles que: Les andalous
étaient-ils Auteurs en théologie? Est-il possible d'estimer le nombre
d'eeuvres andalouses dans cette spécialité? Quel est le rang de la théologie
parmi toutes les autres sciences d'al-Andalous? Quelles sont les sources les
plus importantes de la théologie, qui avait une autorité de connaissance sur
les savants d'al-Andalous? De plus, quel est le lien entre les théologiens
Ash’arites et les gens de la soumission et relégation dans ce pays? Comment
est la nature de la relation entre les philosophes d'al-Andalous et ses
théologiens? Et d'autres questions profondes, que le lecteur trouvera dans ce
livre, notant la rigueur de la présentation, la profondeur de la discussion et

I'exactitude dans la formulation des réponses.






If showing gratitude to those who bestow favours and do good represents
showing gratitude to Allah, “and he who does not show gratitude to fellow
men is unable to show gratitude to Allah”, I would like to express my

greatest gratitude and deepest appreciation to:

1. The Royal Library in Rabat which Allah has made a blessed source
from which I have always quenched my thirst for knowledge. I pray to
Allah that He blesses all the rulers and scholars of Morocco who made
every valuable contribution in the course of establishing this monument of
knowledge which has existed for more than a thousand years, and from
which thousands of scholars, pious men and students of knowledge have
benefited. I also pray to Allah that He gives me the ability to follow them in
informing people of the treasures of this blessed library, and its limitless

benefits and unending splendors.

2. The Moroccan Association for Andalusian Studies in Tetouan,
specifically my respected brother, a specialist Moroccan researcher, Ustadh
Ja'far al-Solami; and The Islamic and Strategic Studies Institute (ISST) in
Malaysia, specifically its pioneer and director, the well-known Malaysian
researcher Dr. 'Amran Muhammad and to Kalam Research and Media,
specifically its director, renowned thinker, Prof. Dr. ‘Aref "Ali Nayed.
Without them and without their invitation to participate in their conference,

this research would have remained unknown.

3. The honourable, great scholar, Prof. Ahmad "Abbadi, the Secretary

General of Rabita Muhammadia des Ouléma in Rabat, and respected



prevalent, so were other religions, especially Christianity. The Christian
kingdoms of Iberia gained strength at times, and also weakened, but never
ceased waiting for the opportune time to cause the downfall of Andalus,
either militarily, by attacking the Islamic cities and establishing control over
them, or in the religious and intellectual spheres. We see this clearly in the
religious and theological debates which left their mark on the history of the
Tberian Peninsula. [ frequently came across thesc debates in the course of
my research, and can assert their importance in shaping the issues that drew
the attention of Andalusian Ash’arite theologians. Perhaps, additionally, this
research can serve as a catalyst for further investigations of Ash arite

scholars’ writings in other areas of the far reaching Islamic world.
In this way, I have arranged this book into the following chapters:
Preface: Concerning the aforementioned historical context.

Introductory Chapter: Dealing with the most important questions that

need to be answered, and revealing this research’s objective.

The Essence of the Book: Representing the main purpose of the book,
which is to present the Andalusian theological sources that have been

examined.

Concluding Chapter: Stating the most important conclusions that have

heen achieved.



The Andalucian References to Theology

Development, Reformation and Distinctive Characteristics

In the Name of Allah, All-Beneficent, Most Merciful. All Praise is to

Allah, the sovereign Lord of the universe.

While 1 was working on gathering Moroccan sources for Asharite
theology, the thought occurred to me to expand this subject matter to also
include a detailed record of Ash’arite theology’s Andalusian sources, and to
title this new project: “Ash arite Sources in the Islamic West”. After much
consideration, reflection and assessment, I came to the conclusion that it
would be best to write separately on Andalusian Theology and decided to do

so under the title “Andalusian Sources in the Field of Theology”

1 realized that this text should include distinctive features that highlight
Andalusian theology’s differences from Moroccan theology. At times, the
Andalusia and Morocco shared the same historical context, especially when
they were under the same political leadership. But this differed during other
times, as was especially true when the Andalusian emirates broke away
from Moroccan rule. The theological issues that arose in Morocco were also
not the same as those that occupied the minds of Andalusian theologians,
just as the religious landscape differed between the two regions. The
prevalent religion in Morocco was Islam and it was united under a single
theological school (Ash'arite) and a single juristic school (the Malikite

madhhab). As for Andalusia, although the two said schools were also
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