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i.e. And whose word is truer than Allah’s”? (IV, 87) .

Ninthly and lastly: Legislation in Islam has been entrusted to highly qualified
Scholars ““Mujtahideen™ who are well conversant with disciplines pertaining to
the holy Quran and the Sunnah, and are thus capable to adopt the appropriate re-
ligious viewpoints, and deduce the suitable rulings according to the ever-recur-
ring events in the lives of Muslims .

These have been some of the great characteristics of Islamic legislation. I
have endeavoured to highlight them so that it will be easy for the reader to get
some glimpses of the excellence and grandeur underlying the Message of Allah,
namely, the Faith of Islam. I sincerely hope that this modest effort will help en-
lighten the hearts and minds of those who aspire, truly, to reach the truth.

May Allah, the Creator of the Universe, guide us all along the path of righte-
ousness and piety .

N.B. The reader may kindly refer to the Arabic Text for further details .

—-Yet -



grieves him that you should perish, Ardently anxious is he over you, to the believ-
ers is he most kind and merciful (IX 128) .

The prophet P.B.U.H. says: “whosoever treats others mercilessly, will be
treated likewise”. He forbade the killing of female infidels, the aged, children,
worshipping monks unless they share in the warfare .

Fourthly : Another characteristic of Islamic legislation is its practicability
with ease so as to relieve Muslims from embarrassment. This is quite manifestin
many verses and traditions. Allah the Almighty says,

(VAo 5l %,..,.J“..g.g,_\b,..g‘rgm A

“i.e. Allahintends every facility for you; He does not want to put you to dif-
ficulties”. (II, 185) .

The Prophet, P.B.U.H., says “‘make things easy and do not mak them dif-
ficult”

Fifthly : Wisdom which is defined as placing things in their proper places. )

In fact, wisdom is considered the keynote of the vast body of Islamic legislation
in many a place. This is obvious in ordinances bearing on inheritance, penalties,
alms-giving, etc..

Sixthly : Immortality and constancy of Islamic Shari’a. It is everlasting tull
Doomsday, as it is not subject to modification or alteration. Meanwhile, its rul-
ings are so flexible that they are applicable at all times and places. Islamic Shari’a,
indeed, is like a tree, that is firm in roots and movable in branches .

We had better refer, in this regard, to Ibn Al-Qaim who has dealt with this
subject in detail in his book “T’ilam al Muwaqq’een” .

Seventhly : Caring for worldly life as much as for the Here-after. No doubt,
Islamic institutions are based on deep faith in Allah, His angels, His apostles, His
scriptures, the Last Day, Predestination, Resurrection, and accountability for
one’s deeds on the Day of judgement, be they good or evil, evenif one manages to
escape punishment in this temporal life. This belief, naturally, helps to curb a
Muslim’s evil propensities and develops his good, virtuous inclinations. That is
why religious injunctions and prohibitions appeal to both heart and mind .

In addressing the believers, the Quranic verses abound in such phrases as, “if
you reason” “if you are pious” “'if you remember”, “‘that who believes in Allah,
and the Last Day. etc...

Eighthly : Infallibility and truthfulness. Being divinely revealed, Islamic
Shari’a is characterized by infallibity. It is immune against interpolation and dis-
tortion. Allah, the Almighty, says :

(1) Vide “*Method and wisdom of Islamic legislation™ by Sheikh Muhammad Al-Shanqeety .

—_Yr0



To sum up, the comprehensiveness and universality of the Message of Islam
1s quite manifest, as it is addressed to all humanity at large, for all times and all
places. All creatures, be they human beings or Jinns, living on earth or other
planets, are bound to adhere to it, for Allah the Almighty says :

(01 1 1) €0 5aad V) bty YT ks gk

“1. e. T have only created jinns and men, that they may serve Me” (11,56) .
And :

(VoA 1Y) dlaa (Sl gy ) AT LT 5
“1.e. Say. O men! I am sent unto you all”” (VII,158) .

Secondly : Another feature of Islamic legislation is: -

Justice which is exclusively incomparable to man-made laws. For, so long as
we firmly believe in the divine origin of Islamic Shari’a, that is, it has been re-
vealed by Allah the Almighty of whom perfect Justice is one of His sublime attri-
butes, so, the rulings of this Shari’a must naturally be equitable and fair, particu-
larly in two respects :

I As regards juristic judgements and laws deduced by Muslim Scholars
through reasoning and analogy on matters that were not explicitly dealt with
either in the holy Quran or the Sunnah, as in the case of promulgating rules and
regulations relating, for instance, to municipalities, traffic, labour, etc... the
legislator must all the time, be motivated by a keen sense of justice and impartial-
ity taking the general weal of the people into consideration. Thus, all laws should
be in harmony with the true spirit of Shari’a .

I while putting the principles and tenets of Shari’a into practical applica-
tion, the ruler should take the utmost care to be fair and just in settling the
people’s problems and disputes .

Thirdly : Among other fine qualities Islamic Shari’a takes much pride in, is
mercy. Numerous Quranic verses and prophetic traditions have laid much em-
phasis on this aspect of Shari’a describing the prophet, P.B.U.H. as being merci-
ful and ordaining Muslims to treat each other with mercy, and compassion .

Allah, the Almighty, says : —

dprs sy el oSl G o e b e 3 (Sl o J g (Sl
(VYA

“i.e. Now hath come unto you an Apostle from amongst yourselves: it
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responded, Oh yes ! the prophet has even forbidden us to face Qibla while urinat-
ing or answering the call of natureq) .

Abu-Hudhaifa, too, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The Prophet,
P.B.U.H.. has delivered a sermon in which he dealt, atlength, with different sub-
jects, known or unknown; even those pertaining to the Day of Resurrection() .

As regards the state of affairs in the Muslim nation, it is noteworthy to refer
to the golden epoch of Prophethood and caliphate. The prophet’s Sunnah, i.¢. his
deeds and sayings, represent the second source of Muslim Shari’ a. The Prophet,
being the spiritual and temporal leader of the Muslims, attended to their affairs,
decided on various issues, laid down the boundary-lines of the Muslims’ rights
and obligations, prescribed the appropriate penalties, took the lead in the
battlefield, divided the spoils, led the Muslims in congregational prayers, corres-
ponded with monarchs inviting them to join the fold of Islam. Besides, he regu-
lated all matters relating to sale, lease, marriage, divorce, medication, burial pro-
cedures, inheritance, etc .

On the other hand, none of the righteous Caliphs has reportedly excused
himself from dealing with any problem or issue under the pretext that it did not
fall within his jurisdiction. If it was in compliance with the main tenets and teach-
ings of Islam, the Caliph would undertake it; if it was otherwise, he would con-
demn it.

II The second evidence: that which is based on the faculty of reason ar.d in-
ference. It is quite inconceivable that Allah the Almighty, the Creator of the en-
tire Universe, may abandon His creatures without catering for themiin all their re-
ligious as well as mundane affairs .

So, the Islamic legislation is an overall, all-embracing code bearing 01 the
various aspects of the life of the individual and the society as well. It touches on all
spheres of human knowledge, viz. economics, sociology, internal and foreign
policies, the relationship between the Muslim State and its friends as well as iis
enemies, in time of war and peace, between the ruler and the subjects; between
the employer and the employees; and finally between husband and wife, father
and son. Allah the Almighty says .

C(FA ) e o e St B b 5 L

““i.e. Nothing have We omitted from the Book,” (VI, 38) .

(1) Narrated by Muslim, Abi Daud & Tirmidhi .
(2) Narrated by Al-Bukhari: Vide Fathul-Bari V. XI P. 494 .
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He said in his treatise on “*Mzthod and wisdom of Islamic legislation.)”:
“Legislation is the attitude of Shar’i which is the divine institution revealed by
the Lord of the Universe upon the prophet Muhammad, P.B.U.H. so that the en-
tire mankind should abide by it, thus attaining felicity in this worldly life as well as
the Here-after” .

This divine Law which seeks man’s happiness and well-being is characterized
as stated before, by countless, unique excellences, being Allah’s eternal revela-
tion. It is perfect and integrated, free from all deficiencies and imperfections.
Allah the Almighty says about the holy Quran, the first of the two essential
sources of Islamic Law (Shari’a) :

S (AN el 1S B ad ldm o) il ab e e OWS slg

“I. e. Had it been from other than Allah they would surely have found
therein much discrepency™

i.e. “(This is) a Book with verses basic or fundamental of established mean-
ing (XI,1) .
From the above-quoted verses and the like, we learn the following facts:

First : The Islamic Shari’a, by its very comprehensive nature, encompasses
all domains of life, laying down the principles and guidelines regulating man’s life
in all its aspects .

To substantiate this fact, we cite the following two evidences :

I The first evidence :

— Quotations from the holy Quran and the prophet’s traditions as well as
examples derived from the living reality of the Muslim nation, especially during
the splendid, flourishing era of prophethood, and the righteous Caliphs. Allah

the Almighty says :

and We have sent down to thee the Book explaining all things”

“i.e.ﬂ?
(XVI,89) .
Salman al Farisi, may Allah be pleased with him, was told that the prophet,

P.B.U.H. had taught the Muslims everything including reading; to this, Salman

(1) Vide Muhammad Al-Shangqeety treatise “The Method and Wisdom of Islamic Legislation™ P. 23 .
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In the Name of Allah, most Gracious, most Merciful

GLIMPSES OF THE MERITS OF
ISLAMIC LEGISLATION

By : Sheikh Muhammad Bin Nasser Al-Suhaibani
Translated by : Muhammad Kamal Ali El-Sayed
( Translation Dept. )

All praise be to Allah, and blessings and peace be upon His prophet Muham-
mad, his family and his companions .

It is a well known fact that the great religion of Islam is still, most regrettab'y,
exposed to the vilest forms of attack launched by its vicious enemies in many ways
varying in strength and weakness with a view to undermining its edifice. Muslims
are subject to a long series of torture, murder, rape and expulsion from their
homelands .

This malignant campaign against Islam aims, further, at discrediting and
sowing seeds of suspicion into it in an attempt to veil its numerous excellences and
merits. This is in keeping with Allah’s words :

(YWY sadlhy flgelaal O V.ig.: o S8R r.iaj.bbu S8l Yow

“i.e. Nor will they cease fighting you until they turn you back frcm your faith
if they can™ .

Attempting to repel these wicked attacks and refute the false allegaticns
raised against the divine Message of Islam, I have written this article with the in-
tention of presenting the salient characteristics of the Muslim Faith, revealing its
unique distinction and grandeur .

To begin with, I should like to define Islamic Legislation, pointing out the
various efforts exerted by Muslim scholars in this respect. It may be deemed ap-

propriate to quote sheikh Muhammad Al-Shangeety, may Allah’s mzrcy be upon
him .
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Say, “If the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of m)} Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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