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The order of the complete Book had to be differerit from its chronological
order to suite the requirenents of the Muslim community for all times.

Then the Quran had first of all, to acquaint the Muslims throughly with
their duties concerning the regulations of their lives, to prepare them for
carrying its message to others, and to warn them of the mischiefs and evils that
-appear among the followers of the former prophets so that they should be on
their guard against them.

- Inorder to avoid infirmity at any stage of its study it is essential that the
Suras revealed at the earliest stages of the movement should come between
those revealed in the later stages, and that the MAKKAH suras should
intervene between the Madinah suras and vice versa so that the entire picture
of the complate Islam should always remain before the reader. Above all these
facts, it should also be noted that the present order of the Quran was done by
the Prophet Mohammad himself under the guidance of Allah. Whenever a
Sura-or verse was revealed the Prophet would dictate it word for word to his
companions and direct them to place it after such and such before such and
~such sura and verse. Thus it is an established fact that the orders of the One,
the Almighty Allah, were arranged in the present orders on the same day by
the one whom it was revealed, that is the Messenger under the guidance of the
One, the Almighty Allah, Who revealed it. The Quran, Which is now in use
all over the world is the same Quran word by word which was presented to the
world by the Prophet Muhammad. None can have any doubt whatsoever
regarding its authority, immunity and purity from any and every kind of
alteration, for there is nothing so authentic in the whole human history as this
fact about the Quran that it is the same Quran that was presented by the
Prophet Muhammad to the world.

Before the reader begins the study of the Quran, he must bear in mind the

fact that it is a Unique Book, quite different from the book one usually reads.

He should also keep in view the nature, the aim, the style and terms it

adopted to explain things in different circustances and occasions to different
people in which certain verse or sura was revealed.
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In this stage they were so imbued with the spirit of sacrifice for this noble
cause.

During this second MAKKAH stage of the movement it started to spread
wider and wider, and the opposition to it became stronger and stronger. The
movement came into contact with the people of different creeds and diffent
ways of life and this gave rise to new problems. The discourses therefore,
began to deal with various new topics as well. It must have become clear from
" the above that the style and background of the pas: > s of this stage had to be
different from that of the earlier one.

From the migration of the Prophet to Madinah, the movement entered its
third stage under conditions, then it became possible to collect all its
followers from the vareious parts of Arabia, where a new society had succeded
in founding a regular state. It had also to deal with different communities; the
Jews, Christians and others. In this stage, so Allah revealed to the messenger
the kind of discourses required for any particular occassion in this changed
condition. Some of these were in the form of a teacher, reformer and the
principles and the methods of organising a community. Some adopted the
method of the law — giver for the conduct of different affairs of life.

In short the background and style of the revelations during the ten years at
Madinah had to be different from that of the MAKKAH stages. Now that
some discourses taught the Muslims the kind of relations they should have
with other nations. Others taught the moral lessons they needed in war,
peace, defeat and victory. Then some discourses invited to Islam the People of
the Book, and the unbelievers. Though it was to be the Book for all times, it
had to be revealed in portions during twenty-three years according to the needs
and requirement of the different stages through which the movement was
passing.

The sequence of the revelation that suited the gradual evolution of the
movement could not in any way be suitable after the completion of the Qran.
In the early stages of the movement the Quran addressed those people who
were totally ignorant of Islam and therefore naturally it has first of all to teach
them the basic articles of faith. After its completion the Quran was primarily
concerned with those who had accepted Islam and formed a community for
carrying on the work entrusted to it by the Prophet.

- Y. .



Muhammad at very beginning of his mission. Moreover, it is not a literary
work of the common conventional type.

The Quran adopts its own style to suite-the guidance of the movement
that was started by the messenger under the direct Command of Allah Who
revealed the Quran in portions to meet the requirements of the movement in
its different stages. When the Prophet was commanded to start his mission at
MAKKAH, Allah sent down such instructions as the messenger needed for his
own training for the great work that was entrusted to him. The Quran
imparted also the basic kndwledge of the reality, and invited people to accept the
basic principles of morality, and gave brief answers to the common
misunderstandings that misled them to adopt wrong ways of life.

The messages revealed to the Prophet in the early stage of the movement,
consisted of short and concise sentences in a very fluent and effective language
to suite the taste of the people to whom they were first addressed. Though
- universal truths were enunciated in these messages, in order to impress the
- early adresses effectively, they were dealt with.the history, traditions, beliefs
. and morality of those people.: o :

The excellent literary style of the passages was so appealing that it touched
the very hearts of the people of MAKKAH, and attracted their attention and
they began to repeat them. This early stage of the movement lasted for about
four years. The Quraish began to oppose it because in their ignorance they
“thought that this movement hit hard at their vested interests and the old
traditions of their fore - fathers. Then the movement entered its second stage
which continued for about nine years. The message of the Quran went on
spreading beyond the boundaries of MAKKAH and reached other clans. A
fierce struggle began with the old order. The.opponents of the movement
rouse up to suppress it employing all sorts of weapons. They spread suspicions
and false propaganda in order to alienate the common people from it. They
also inflicted all sorts of cruelties on those who followed the Prophet. On the
other hand the world could not help feeling ‘the moral superiority of the
movement that so throughly transforming the charaeters of its followers. All
through this long and bitter struggle the revelation was continued according to
the requirements of the occasion, consoling and encouraging them with
promises of success in this world and of eternal happiness in the Hereafter.

They were also instructed in their primary duties, and taught the ways of piety
and high morality.

- YW



When the Quran is studied in the light of these basic facts, no doubt is left
that the whole of it is a closely reasoned arguments and there is continuity of
subject throughout the Book. There is no incongruity in the style, no gap in
the continuity of the subjects and no lack of interconnection between its
various topics.

The intimate connection of its different topics with its central theme, may
be linked to the beautiful gems of the same necklace, with different sizes and
colours.

We should also take into consideration the fact that the Quran is a Unique
Book in the style of the revelation. The Revelation of the Quran began
simultaneously with the beginning of the Islamic Movement, and continued
for twenty-three years. The different portions of the Quran were revealed
according to the réquirements of the various phases of the Movement, in
different occasions and circumstances. '

It is thus obvious that the various portions of the Quran were not ment to
be published in the Form of pamphlets at the time of their revelation but were
to be delivered as addresses and promulgated as such. Hence they could not
be in the style of a written work. The Prophet Muhammad was entrusted with
a special mission and had to both to the amotions and to intellect. He had to
deal with people of different situations during the course of his mission.. He
has also to train and reform his followers and to refute the arguments of
opponents. That is why the style of the discourses that Allah sent down to His
messenger had to be what the requirements of the movement. It is it therefore
wrong to seek in the discourses of the Quran, the style which is followed in
formal 'books on religion and the like.

As regards the order of the Quran we should note the following facts :

A movement and a mission naturally demand that only those things
should be presented which are required at a particular stage. The same things
are repeated as long as the movement remains in the same stage, but with
different words and style to make them impressive and effective.

Of course, it repeats at suitable places its basic creed and principles in order
to keep the movement strong at evey stage.

Another important fact we should know that one cannot understand fully
many of the topic discussed in the Quran unless he is acquainted with the
background of their revelation. For, the Quran was not revealed as a complete
book at one time, nor did Allah hand over written copy of it to the Prophet

- YA



approaches the Quran with the common notions of a book, he rather puzzeld
by its style and manner of presentation.

First of all we have to understand the real nature of the Quran, then it

becomes easier to determine the subjects it deals with and its aim and objects.

To understand the nature of the Quran as a Divine Guidance and a complete
code of life we must start with the following Facts :

Whether one believes that Quran is a revealed Book or not he will have to
consider the claim that is put forward by its self and its bearer, Prophet
Muhammad, that this revealed from God as a Guidance for mankind. The
subject it deals with is  man’. Its aims and obiects are to guide him to the
-Right Path, and to present clearly the Guidance of God.The central theme that
runs throughout the Quran is the exposition of the real Truth and invitation
of the people to the Right Way based on it. This is in conformity with real
nature in which the Almighty God has created the entire universe.

As the aim of Quran is to guide mankind and not to teach nature study or
history of philosophy or art or any other sciences, it does not concern itself
with these subjects . The only thing with which it is concerned is to expound
- reality to remove misunderstanding and misconceptions about it, in order to .
impress the Truth upon the minds.

In this way it invites people to the right Path, and warns them of the
consequences of wrong attitudes. The Quran keeps the same aim whether it is
criticising of creeds, deeds and social systems of some communities, or
discussing of the problems of metaphysics etc.

The same is true when it is relating the story of the creation of Earth and
the Heavens, the man, or is referring to manifestations in the universe or
stating events from human history.

From its very beginning to its end, the different topics it deals with are so
intimately connected with its aims and objects, and its central theme. As a
matter of fact, this Book is not irrelevant anywhere with regard to its aim and
subject. That is why it states or discusses or cites a thing only to the extent
relevant to its aims and objects, and leaves out unnecessary and irrelevant
details and turns over to its central theme, and to its invitation round which

every other topic revoles.
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your witness beside Allah if ye are truthful. And if ye do it not - and ye can
never do it then guard yourselves against the fire prepared for disbelievers,
whose fuel is of men and stones > (2:23-24).

Thus , the challenge is so great, and it produced an effect, greater than that
of any other miracle recorded of any Prophet; hence its claim to be a living
miracle of Islam is incontestable and unapproachable .

In order to understand the nature of the Quran, it is essential to know the
fact that it is a unique Book, quite different from the usual books in all aspects.
Its style and method of explaining things, its central idea and its aim and
object are also different from those of other books one commenly reads. The
Quran does not contain information, ideas and arrangements about specific
themes arranged in a literary order. That is why a common reader, on his
first approach to it, finds the enunciation of its theme or its division into
chapters and sections or separate instructions for different aspects of life, are
arranged in an order not familiar to him before and which does not conform to
his cdrception of a usual book.

When an unwary reader finds that the Quran deals with creeds, gives
moral instructions, draws lessons from historical events, gives good tidings,
lays down laws, and invites people to follow the Divine Guidance, all mixed
together in a beautiful style, without any apparent connection. He begins to
feel that the Quran is a Book without any order or inter — connection between
its verses or continuity of its subject.

As a result of this, some ignorants rais strange objections against the
Quran. This happenes when they do not take into consideration the fact that
the Quran is a unique Book in all aspects.

One should bear in mind before — hand that the Book he is intending to
study and understand is the only book of its kind in the whole world; its
literary style is quite different from that of all other books, its theme is unique.

He should also be well acquainted with its style, the terms it uses and the
method it adopts to explain things.

He should also keep in view the background and circumstances under
which a certain verse, or chapter was revealed. First of all he should know that
his preconceived notions of any book cannot help him understand this Book,
and then only he can understand the  distinctive features of it. If he
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There is one important point to be noted in respect of the.miracles which
are merely manifestations of God’s power because certain people msy have
witnessed performance of such a miracle, and their evidence may satisfy their
contemporaries, but, with the laps of time thgir testimony loses much of its

~value. It is difficult to secure reliable ~evidence for them under all
circumstances. Therefore a miracle stands in need of being proved before it
may be used as evidence of a Prophet’s claim. In most cases it is very hard to
adduce any proof that the miracle ever actually took place. But the case is not
so in respect to the Holy Quran, for Quran itself claims to be a miracle and has
challenged the world to produce its like. This challenge is standing and
seneral. The Holy Quran makes this challenge clear in the following verses :

am OIS g dier 0L ¥ oL e Jie 150 of W oy po¥ cactal o2 g8
Ry ety gand

It means : “ Say ; Verily, though mankind and the Jinn should assemble to
produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like thereof though
they were helpers one of another ** (17 : 88 ).
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It means : *“ Or they say : He hath invented it. Say : Then bring ten Surahs
(chapters ), the like thereof, invented, and call on everyone ye can beside
Allah, if ye are truthful : And they answer not you, then Know that it is
revealed only by kvowledge of Allah; and that there is no God save Him. Will
ye then be (of ) those who surrender 2 (11: 13- 14).
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It means : *“ Or do they say : He has invented it. Say; then bring a * Surah’
like unto it, and call (for help) on all you can besides Allah, if you are
truthful > (10:38).
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It means : *“ And if ye are in doubt concerning that which We reveal unto
Our servant (Muhammad ), then produce a surah of the like therefor, and call

- o _ -



The Holy Quran — The standing Miracle Of Islam

By
Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye

Prof. Islamic University

Madinah

 The Holy Quran is indeed the greatest miracle ever granted to a Prophet
“because it stands in need of no other evidence whatever, but is itself a living
proof of its own truth for all times. The word employed in the Holy Quran for
miracle is “ Ayah ”, it means an ‘ apparent sign ’ or ¢ mark * by which a thing is
known. The adoption of the same word ( Ayah ) to a verse of the Holy Quran
is noteworthy. It shows that the message of the Quran itself is the proof of its
own truth, and hens the Holy Quran has always been looked upon by Muslims
as the greatest miracle of the Prophet Muhammad ( peace be on him ).

The real object for which prophets are raised up,is the bringing about of a
transformation. The object is attained by several means, each of which,
therefore, has but a secondary value. The conception of the miracle occupies
not the highest place among the evidences of the truth of the Prophet. But the
supreme object before the Prophet, is to effect a moral and spiritual
transformation; the means adopted are an appeal to the reasohing faculty, an
appeal to the heart of man to convince him that the Divine message is ment for
his own uplifting.

"The miracle has its own place in the Divine scheme to show that the
source of the message of the Prophet is super natural and Divine.

- The Quran is itself a greatest transformation-that the world has ever
witnessed. Another important miracle, the Holy Quran contains, is prophecy.
In fact prophecy does, in some respects, enjoy a distinction beyond that
attaching to other miracles. Miracles generally are manifestations of the powers
of God, and prophecy gives prominence to God’s Infinite Knowledge which
comprehence the future as well as the past and present.
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~ INTHE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Say, “Iy the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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